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Africa ANGOLA

ANGOLA

Angola National Commission on UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Lu sa Maria Alves Grilo, Minister of Education
Secretary-General: Mr Alexandre De Sousa Costa
E-mail: janethmalanda.77@gmail.com

Website: https://www.cnu.gov.ao/

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Angola National Commission for UNESCO
carried out a series of important initiatives reflecting its
commitment to education, culture, science and sustainable
development. Among them were the 2nd Regional Meeting of
African National Commissions for UNESCO and a workshop
presenting the preliminary results of the national follow-
up report, with the main objective of developing strategies
for regional cooperation towards building a peaceful and
sustainable Africa. Another notable activity was the 3rd edition
of the Kandenge Escritor Contest, dedicated this year to Ant nio
Jacinto and organized in partnership with the Art and Culture
Foundation. The contest promoted reading and writing among
children and young people aged nine to eighteen.

Success story

A major success in 2024 was the 2nd edition of the Regional Meeting of African
National Commissions for UNESCO, accompanied by a regional consultation under
the theme Challenges and Opportunities of Regional Cooperation for Sustainable
Development and the Promotion of Peace in Africa. With the motto Education
and Culture as Vectors of Sustainahle Development, the meeting took place in
Luanda from 18 to 21 June 2024. It brought together Secretaries-General of African
National Commissions, senior government of cials and members of the international
diplomatic corps. Discussions were substantive, leading to the signing of the Regional
Operational Plan, a working instrument aligned with UNESCO s Africa Priority
Programme 2022 2029. This achievement strengthened Angola s leadership role in
promoting dialogue and cooperation across the continent.

The Commission also convened the 6th National Meeting of
Associated Schools (PEA-UNESCO), held in the province of
Malanje. As part of the Community with Sustainable Awareness
project, ten biofilters were installed in the community of
Lifune Ana-Passo in Bengo province, municipality of Dande,
to mark World Water Day. Another signi cant initiative was
the 1st edition of the Thematic Fair and Round Table on the
Promotion and Empowerment of Angolan Women, organized
with the Ministry of Social Action, Family and Promotion of
Women under the theme The Promotion of the Culture of Peace
through the Arts.

In partnership with UNESCO, Angola also hosted the BootCamp
and the World Conference of Young Engineers in Luanda from
9 to 13 September 2024, as part of the celebration of World
Engineering Day, welcoming participants from Africa, Europe
and Asia. In the eld of research and knowledge sharing,
Angola participated in the Global Summit on Diamond Open
Access, held in Cape Town, reinforcing its commitment to
international cooperation on open science. Further activities
included the organization of the National Meeting on Museums
and the Angolan Museum Route, fostering dialogue on heritage
and memory.

Family Photo the 2nd Edition of the Regional Meeting of African NatComs

for UNESCO T Angola National Commission

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Looking ahead, Angola is preparing several proposals to enhance its contribution to UNESCO s mandate. Among them is the plan to
nominate Chitundu Ulo in Namibe province and the Kwanza Corridor in Kwanza-Norte for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage
List. Within the framework of the Priority Africa Operational Plan, the country is also working on the designation of Angolan municipalities
as UNESCO Creative Cities. In addition, a major proposal has been submitted for the designation of Qui ama Municipality as a
World Biosphere Reserve, encompassing terrestrial and marine ecosystems over an area of approximately 32,000 square kilometres.
Through these initiatives, Angola demonstrates its commitment to safeguarding cultural and natural heritage while promoting creativity,

sustainability and peace.
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Africa [SBIEOIRSVALZAINIA

BOTSWANA

Botswana National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Kgosi Puso Gaborone
Secretary-General: Mr ltseng Kwelagobe
E-mail: i.kwelagobe@natcom.unesco.org

Website: www.gov.bw

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the Botswana National Commission for UNESCO
successfully implemented several activities. A two-day regional
event was held in Gaborone to commemorate World Press
Freedom Day, with a virtual keynote address delivered by His
Excellency Dr Mokgweetsi E.K. Masisi, former President of the
Republic of Botswana. In September 2024, the Commission
hosted a one-day Regional Panel Discussion on Artificial

Success story

In December 2023, Botswana hosted the 18th session of the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). The
meeting took place in Kasane, a town in north-eastern Botswana, and was an
important event for discussions on the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.
As in previous sessions, the meeting focused on intangible cultural heritage globally,
including oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, and
knowledge related to nature and the universe.

Botswana and other African nations have been increasingly active in UNESCO s
efforts to safeguard intangible cultural heritage. This session highlighted African
traditions, languages, music, dances, crafts and other cultural practices. Botswana
has also been an advocate for the protection of both natural and cultural heritage. In
addition to its World Heritage Sites, such as the Okavango Delta, Botswana possesses
arich cultural heritage, with indigenous practices and traditional knowledge integral
to its diverse communities.

By hosting this session, Botswana emphasized its commitment to the global
movement for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, aligning with UNESCO s
broader goals to protect cultures across the world. The 18th Session of the UNESCO
Committee for the Safeguarding of the ICH was a signi cant event in promoting and
preserving the world s diverse cultural expressions. As the world faces challenges
from globalization, environmental change and cultural erosion, this meeting
provided a platform for countries and communities to collaborate on safeguarding
the unique and diverse traditions that make up humanity s intangible cultural
heritage.

Intelligence for Information Accessibility (Al4l1A), followed by a
three-day Regional Training-of-Trainers Workshop on Media and
Information Literacy for the Federation of African Journalists.

The Commission also secured the approval of two projects,
each valued at USD 26,000, under the UNESCO Participation
Programme 2024 2025. The rst project, entitled Increasing
scienti ¢ expertise and the prominence of females in STEM
academia and research for a knowledge-based economy, is
implemented by the Botswana University of Agriculture and
Natural Resources in partnership with the Organization of
Women in Science from the University of Botswana. The second
project, Capacity building workshop for national impact to
combat GBV, is carried out by the Healthy Families Foundation
in partnership with the Ministry of Local Government, Social
Protection Department.

In addition, the Botswana National Commission for UNESCO
submitted its first Quadrennial Periodic Report under the
UNESCO 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

The Tsodilo Hills - a UNESCO World Heritage Site
" Botswana National Commission

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

For the future, the Botswana National Commission for UNESCO has set several priorities. These include organizing an awareness-
raising and experience-sharing workshop for professionals such as university lecturers, heritage experts and government of cials
on heritage, entrepreneurship and digital skills, in collaboration with the Estonian National Commission for UNESCO. The
Commission also plans to host a STEM and robotics workshop in conjunction with the UNESCO Regional Of ce for Southern
Africa (ROSA), and to enhance teacher training programmes to incorporate sustainability and climate education.

Other priorities include documenting and preserving endangered languages, traditional practices and heritage sites, conducting cultural
mapping to identify and prioritize at-risk heritage, and strengthening policies on sustainable water use and biodiversity conservation.
In addition, the Commission intends to advance scienti ¢ education and innovation while integrating indigenous knowledge systems.

sack o Conterts



BURKINA FASO @ Africa

Comit@ national PHI les 21 et 22 aoft 2024 Ouagadougou,
B U R K I NA FASO le Comitd MAB le 6 septembre 2024  Ouagadougou, et
en n le Comitd national du MOST le 28 septembre 2024
Ouagadougou. Ces rencontres ont permis  des experts
d@valuer la mise en uvre des activit@s, d analyser les
dif cult@s rencontrdes tant au niveau mondial qu au Burkina
Pr@sident: M. Adjima Thiombiano, Ministre de Faso, et d adopter des feuilles de route pour | annge 2025.
| Enseignement Sup@rieur, de la Recherche et de | Innovation

Commission nationale burkinabt pour | UNESCO
(CNB-U)

Par ailleurs, aprks ladoption du « Rapport d @valuation

Secr@taire g@ndral: M. Vincent Sedogo de Il Internet au Burkina Faso », la Commission a organis@
Courrier @lectronique: conasco@fasonet.bf le 12 juillet 2024 Ouaga_dougou un atelier dg plaidoyer

pour le d@veloppement de | internet, en collaboration avec le
ROsumd des activitds de 2024 Bureau de | UNESCO  Dakar. L objectif gtait de mobiliser et

de sensibiliser les acteurs du secteur sur la n@cessitd d amg@liorer
les indicateurs de | universalitd de | internet au Burkina Faso.
L atelier a servi  pr@senter le document de plaidoyer,
vulgariser le rapport nal et  susciter | adh@sion des parties
prenantes. La majoritd de ces activitds a #td nanc@e sur fonds
publics, sous la tutelle du ministtre de | Enseignement sup@rieur,
de la Recherche et de | Innovation, avec un appui du Bureau de
| UNESCO Dakar pour | atelier de plaidoyer.

En 2024, la Commission nationale burkinabt pour | UNESCO
a conduit plusieurs activitds dans ses diffdrents champs
d action. Les cing comitds nationaux des programmes Man and
the Biosphere (MAB), Management of Social Transformations
(MOST), M@moire du Monde (MdM), Programme hydrologique
international (PHI) et Bio@thique de | UNESCO ont tenu leurs
assembl@es g@ngrales. Ainsi, le Comitd national M@moire du
Monde sest rduni le 12 mai 2024 Ouagadougou, le Comitd
burkinabt de Bio@thique le 13 juin 2024 Ouagadougou, le

Une activitd rgussie
Parmi les activitds russies, la Commission a proc@dd, en diffgrd, au lancement
of ciel du Rapport mondial de suivi sur | ducation pour tous de | annde 2023,
organis@ le vendredi 13 ddcembre 2024  Ouagadougou. Placde sous le thtme « Les
technologies dans | fducation : qui est aux commandes ? », cette c@r@monie visait
Pvaluer les progrt.s rdalisds en matit.re de technologies @ducatives, —promouvoir
un accts fquitable | @ducation gr ce aux outils num@riques et @valuer la qualitd
des technologies d@ploydes. L fvdnement a mis en avant | importance d approches
pddagogiques ef caces et de la formation des enseignants.

Un panel de discussion & r@uni les repr@sentants des trois ministtres en charge
de | @ducation et la Coalition nationale pour | ducation pour tous (Coalition EPT)
a n de ddbattre du thtme central du rapport. Cette activitd a permis d ancrer le
r le des technologies dans | amglioration de | @ducation tout en rappelant les df s
d inclusion, notamment pour les lles, les enfants en situation de handicap et les
populations vivant en zones de con it.

Participants au lancement of ciel du
Rapport mondial de suivi sur | @ducation pour tous 2023
= Commission nationale burkinabt pour | UNESCO.

Priorit@s futures et possibilitds de travail conjoint

Pour 2025, la Commission nationale burkinabt pour | UNESCO ex@cutera deux projets nanc@s dans le cadre du Programme de
participation 2024 2025. Le premier, intituld « Apprendre pour vivre ensemble : Contribution du Rdseau des @coles assocides de
I UNESCO du Burkina Faso », vise  promouvoir la culture de la paix, | entente, le civisme, la citoyennet@ et la coh@sion [@cole.
Il ambitionne de renforcer les capacit?@s des encadreurs, enseignants et apprenants sur les droits humains, | inclusion sociale et la
d@mocratie.

Le second projet, intituld « Renforcement des capacit@s des acteurs nationaux sur la pr@servation du patrimoine documentaire et promotion
des institutions de la M@moire du Monde au Burkina Faso », sera mis en  uvre avec le Comitd national M@moire du Monde. Il vise
sensibiliser les acteurs nationaux et renforcer leurs comp@tences en matitre de conservation du patrimoine documentaire. En n, dans
la perspective de la Conf@drence g@ng@rale de | UNESCO pr@vue en novembre 2025, la Commission nationale burkinabt organisera une
assembl@e g@ngrale des comitds spdcialis@s a n de pr@parer les documents qui seront pr@sent@s. Cette rencontre rassemblera | ensemble
des experts nationaux concernd@s par les domaines d action de | UNESCO.

Back to Contents




Africa SEAIMEROGON

CAMEROON

Commission nationale du Cameroun pour
I UNESCO

Pr@sident: M. Laurent Serge Etoundi Ngoa
Secr@taire g@ndral: M. Abdoul-Aziz Yaouba
Courrier @lectronique : chucameroun@yahoo.fr

Site web: comnat-unesco.cm

R@sum@ des activit@ds de 2024

Lann@e 2024 a @td marqude par une activitd intense au sein
de la Commission nationale du Cameroun pour | UNESCO,
confrontde des d@ s nationaux complexes tels que les crises
s@curitaires, alimentaires et leurs impacts sur le pouvoir d achat
des populations, en plus des probl@matiques rdcurrentes comme
| analphab@tisme, la promotion de la paix, | unit@ nationale et le
d@rt.glement climatique. Malgr@ ces dif cult@s, la Commission
a poursuivi son r le essentiel dans la mise en uvre des
programmes de | UNESCO, couvrant des domaines varids tels

Une activit@ rgussie

En 2024, la Commission nationale du Cameroun pour | UNESCO @ marqu@ une ftape
importante avec la cglgbration de la premitre @dition de la Journge du patrimoine
culturel immatgriel. Cette initiative visait - mettre en valeur la diversitd et la richesse
du patrimoine vivant, tout en sensibilisant | importance de sa sauvegarde. Deux
activitds principales ont t@ organisges.

La premitre a ft@ une journde d ftudes sur le thtme « Spdci citds, enjeux et
probl@matique de | @dition des litt@ratures orales », tenue le 17 octobre 2024.
Cette rencontre a rduni des enseignants, des chercheurs et des experts nationaux
et internationaux pour discuter de la littdrature orale, de sa transmission, de son
enseignement et des d@ sids son @dition. Des sujets comme le Mbooku, genre oral
peul du Nord-Cameroun, et | @dition scienti que des textes oraux ont gt@ abordds,
soulignant | importance de | oralitd dans la préiservation des langues et des savoirs
locaux.

La deuxitme activitd a consistd en des descentes sur le terrain dans les quatre aires
culturelles du Cameroun (Fan-beti, Sawa, Soudano-sahglien et Grass Field) pour
sensibiliser les communautds et les chefs traditionnels  la sauvegarde du patrimoine
immat@riel. Ces missions ont encourag@ | inventaire des traditions locales et renforcd
e lien entre les communautds et leur patrimoine, tout en promouvant la Convention
de 2003 de | UNESCO pour la protection du patrimoine culturel immat@riel.

que I @ducation, la culture, les sciences exactes et naturelles, les
sciences sociales et humaines, ainsi que la communication et
| information.

Le rapport de 2024 t@moigne des efforts constants du Secrdtariat
g@n@ral, soutenu par le Prdsident de la Commission, travers des
actions collectives et individuelles men@es tout au long de | annde.
Ces initiatives ont contribu@ la r@alisation des 17 Objectifs de
d@veloppement durable adopt@s en 2015, notamment par des
appuis techniques et mat@riels aux organisations de la socigtd
civile, un accompagnement des administrations sectorielles, des
cPlgbrations de journdes comm@moratives et des formations pour
renforcer les capacitds.

Une r@alisation majeure de lann@e a @t@ | inscription du
Ngondo, culte des oracles de | eau et traditions culturelles
assocides chez les Sawa du Cameroun, sur la Liste du patrimoine
culturel immat@riel de | humanit@ de | UNESCO. Cette rdussite
est le fruit d une collaboration entre le ministtre des Arts et de la
Culture, la Commission nationale du Cameroun pour | UNESCO,
la communautd Sawa et le Bureau r@gional multisectoriel de
| UNESCO pour | Afrique centrale. Cet @v@nement souligne
| engagement de la Commission  prdserver et promouvoir le
patrimoine culturel tout en rgpondant aux d@ s contemporains.

Ces actions reflttent | engagement de la Commission  pr@server la richesse
culturelle du Cameroun, per ue comme une mosa que de traditions compl@mentaires.
La sauvegarde de ce patrimoine, souvent m@connu ou menacf, est essentielle
pour les g@ndrations futures et nfcessite une collaboration @troite entre | tat, les
communautds et les acteurs locaux.

Participants
dans le cadre de la premitre @dition de la Journ@e du patrimoine culturel
immat@riel = Commission nationale du Cameroun pour | UNESCO

Priorit@s futures et possibilitds de travail conjoint

Parmi les prioritds futures, la Commission nationale du Cameroun pour | UNESCO pr@voit d organiser un s@minaire sous-rédgional de

renforcement des capacitds du personnel des Commissions nationales de | UNESCO de | Afrique centrale. Ce s@minaire vise

am{@liorer

les comp@tences, les connaissances et les pratiques professionnelles des membres a n de mieux atteindre les objectifs poursuivis par

| UNESCO.

Il convient @galement de souligner la collaboration continue entre la Commission nationale du Cameroun pour | UNESCO, le Bureau

rdgional multisectoriel de | UNESCO pour | Afrique centrale et les organisations de la soci@td civile, dans le cadre de la mise en
pr@sent tdmoignent d un travail harmonieux et ef cace, avec une ex@cution

des objectifs de | Organisation. Les r@sultats obtenus jusqu
des activit@s dans de bonnes conditions.

uvre
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA @ Africa

Summary of activities during 2024
EQ UATO R IAL In 2024, the Equatorial Guinean National Commission for
UNESCO supported a project aimed at students who did not
G U I N E A pass the university entrance examinations in the city of Malabo.
This project was funded under the UNESCO Participation
Programme. The Commission also worked in close collaboration
National Commission for Cooperation of Equatorial  with the UNESCO Regional Of ce for Central Africa, based in
Guinea with UNESCO Yaound®, to reinforce its initiatives.

Chairperson: Mr Clemente Engonga Nguema Onguene
Secretary-General: Mr Santiago Bivini Mangue

E-mail: nculu2015@gmail.com

Success story

A highlight of the year was the Subregional Seminar for French- and Portuguese-
speaking African countries on Digital Skills and Arti cial Intelligence, held in Dakar,
Senegal, on 28 to 29 October 2024 at the King Fahd Palace. The seminar emphasized
the importance of equipping teachers with basic digital skills to enhance teaching
and adapt to a technological learning environment. Teachers from Equatorial Guinea
bene ted from training on the effective use of technology in classrooms through
targeted educational technology sessions.

The initiative is part of a broader national effort referred to as the Digital Education
Revolution in Equatorial Guinea: Transforming Learning. Education, seen as the
foundation of social progress, is undergoing transformation in the country through
the integration of technology. This revolution is rede ning both the way students
learn and the way educators teach, establishing digital education as a central pillar
for building a connected and empowered future.

A particularly notable achievement has been the expansion of access to online
educational resources. Digital platforms, virtual libraries and online courses have

Teachers receiving training materials during the Subregional Seminar on

. . Digital Skills and Arti cial Intelligence = Equatorial Guinean National
opened up new opportunities for learners of all ages. This development has allowed Commission for UNESCO

students, regardless of their geographic location, to access up-to-date and diverse
educational materials that support their learning process.

Back to Contents



Africa [SESNALASRIN

ESWATINI

Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Owen Nxumalo, Minister of Education
and Training

Secretary-General: Ms Lwandle Simelane
E-mail: simelane.lwandle@gmail.com

Website: https://www.linkedin.com/eswatini-national-
commission-for-unesco/

Summary of activities in 2024

During 2024, the Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO
actively engaged with a wide range of stakeholders to ful Il
its mandate effectively. Collaboration was a cornerstone of its
work, ensuring the successful implementation of programmes.
UNESCO s broad areas of competence provided the Commission
with a strategic advantage, enabling engagement with diverse

Success story

In 2024, the Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO successfully hosted the
inaugural Walk for Sustainable Development Goals in the Biosphere Reserve.
The event aimed to raise awareness among communities about the SDGs while
highlighting the role and importance of biosphere reserves.

The Walk was considered a resounding success, largely due to the collaboration
and strong partnerships that supported it. It provided an opportunity for wide
dissemination of knowledge across various sectors of Eswatini, reaching both urban
and rural communities. Beyond raising awareness of the contributions of the SDGs,
the initiative encouraged community engagement and participation in sustainable
development efforts.

and dynamic partners across the country. This inclusive approach
deepened the understanding of stakeholder needs and allowed
for the seamless integration of UNESCO s mandate into local
contexts.

These collaborative efforts also created opportunities for co-
funding activities, fostering shared ownership and ensuring the
long-term sustainability of initiatives. They promoted alignment
between Eswatinis development priorities and UNESCO s
strategic objectives, thereby amplifying the impact of both.
Regular quarterly meetings with the UNESCO Regional Of ce
for Southern Africa played a pivotal role in strengthening
cooperation. These meetings provided a platform to share
updates on UNESCO s ongoing work and to explore new
opportunities for collaboration with other Member States,
thereby enhancing regional partnerships.

The Commission underscored the importance of partnerships
and collaboration as key drivers of multilateralism, innovation,
and diversity in programme development and implementation.
Through these synergies, the impact and reach of the National
Commission s efforts were signi cantly strengthened.

Participants during the inaugural Walk for Sustainable Development Goals
in the Biosphere Reserve, Eswatini, 2024
" Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Looking ahead, the Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO plans to launch a UNESCO Youth Network. This initiative seeks to
amplify youth voices and ensure their effective representation in both national development planning and UNESCO s priority areas. As
Eswatini continues its efforts to transform the education system, the Youth Network represents an opportunity for UNESCO to contribute
through capacity building for sector leaders. In particular, training in systems-thinking approaches will help leaders understand the
interconnections between different sectors and leverage these linkages for greater impact.

The Commission has also identi ed the urgent challenge of gender-based violence in the country. To respond, awareness-raising
campaigns are being developed, alongside plans to host a regional peace conference. Eswatini also aspires to nominate its rst World
Heritage Site and to develop local expertise to support this process. Other priorities include implementing community-based tourism
initiatives within the Biosphere Reserve, as well as promoting STEM education among youth. These efforts aim to empower future
generations and drive sustainable development in the Kingdom of Eswatini.
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GABON

Commission nationale gabonaise pour | UNESCO

Pr@sidente: Mme Camglia Ntoutoume-Leclercq, Ministre
de | Education nationale, de | Instruction civique et de la
Formation professionnelle

Secr@taire g@n@ral: M. Fred Paulin Abessolo Mewono
Courrier @lectronique: comnatunescogabon@yahoo.fr

Site web: www.education-nationale.gouv.ga

R@sum@ des activit@ds de 2024

En 2024, la Commission nationale gabonaise pour | UNESCO,
avec lappui du Bureau de | UNESCO Libreville et en
collaboration avec ses partenaires, a mend plusieurs activitds
inscrites au Programme de participation. Celles-ci ont traduit
la volont@ de | UNESCO d accompagner les tats membres
dans leurs programmes phares et ont illustrd le caracttre
interdisciplinaire de certaines actions, garantissant leur succts.

Une activitd rgussie

Dans le cadre des r@formes structurelles entreprises par | UNESCO et reconnaissant
ler le central des Commissions nationales, la Commission nationale gahonaise pour
| UNESCO a poursuivi son processus de redynamisation en 2024. Madame Camdlia
Ntoutoume Leclercg, ministre de | ducation nationale, de | Instruction civique et
de la Formation professionnelle, présidente de la Commission, a convoqud une
assembl@e gdndrale ordinaire le 9 octobre 2024, sous le thtme « Une Commission
nationale gabonaise pour | UNESCO restaurde ».

L objectif de cette assemblZe gdndrale ftait de replacer la Commission nationale au
¢ ur de la coop@ration entre | UNESCO et les ministtres sectoriels relevant de ses
domaines de comp@tence. Cet Gvfnement a marqud une ftape importante dans la
revitalisation de | organe national et dans la clari cation de son r le stratdgique
auprts de | UNESCO.

GCABON | Africa

Du 30 au 31 octobre 2024, la Commission nationale
gabonaise pour | UNESCO, en partenariat avec le Comit@
intergouvernemental pour |@ducation physique et le sport et la
F@d@ration gabonaise omnisport pour personnes handicap@es
(FEGOPH), a organis@ un s@minaire-atelier consacr@

| @laboration d une stratdgie nationale de promotion et de
d@veloppement du handisport. Cet @v@nement a rassembld les
parties prenantes  diffdrents niveaux du sport, permettant de
d@ nir une feuille de route claire pour [ encadrement et le suivi
de | handisport au Gabon.

Du 2 au 3 d@cembre 2024, la Commission a organis@ un atelier
intituld « Initier les jeunes lles la culture entrepreneuriale en
milieu scolaire », en partenariat avec | ONG FANAVAZ. L objectif
de cette rencontre @tait de sensibiliser les jeunes lles scolarisdes
| esprit entrepreneurial a n de favoriser leur autonomisation.
Dans un contexte marqu@ par une crise du ch mage des
jeunes en Afrique et au Gabon, | atelier a permis de mieux
faire conna tre la cr@ation d entreprise, de d@velopper la prise
de conscience du potentiel entrepreneurial et de renforcer les
comp@tences ndcessaires | autonomisation des participantes.

Participants | assembl@e g@ndrale ordinaire de
la Commission nationale gabonaise pour | UNESCO, Libreville
= Commission nationale gabonaise pour | UNESCO

Priorit@s futures et possibilitds de travail conjoint

La Commission nationale gabonaise pour | UNESCO, avec | appui du Bureau de | UNESCO

Libreville, envisage d accompagner

le R@seau des @coles associfes de | UNESCO dans | intdgration de | intelligence arti cielle dans les m@thodes d enseignement et
d apprentissage, tout en tenant compte des risques lids son utilisation. L IA est per ue comme un levier essentiel pour relever certains
d@ s majeurs du XXle sit.cle, notamment dans le domaine @ducatif, en favorisant | innovation p@dagogique et en acc@l@rant les progrt.s
vers | ODD 4.

Cette initiative pourrait b@n@ cier du soutien du gouvernement gabonais, travers le ministtre de | ducation nationale charg@ de la
Formation civique, le ministtre de la Communication et des M@dias, le ministtre de | conomie num@rique, le ministtre de | Enseignement
sup@rieur ainsi que le Comit@ technique national pour | IA (CTN-IA). Ce dernier est un instrument national charg@ de promouvoir et
d @valuer | 1A en vue de son impl@mentation ef cace au Gabon.

Back to Contents







GHANA

Ghana Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Yaw Osei Adutwum, Member of
Parliament

Secretary-General: Ms Ama Serwah Nerquaye-Tetteh
E-mail: info@unescoghana.gov.gh

Website: www.unescoghana.gov.gh

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Ghana Commission for UNESCO implemented
activities across UNESCO s five sectors with a focus on
preserving cultural heritage, advancing education, and
strengthening international partnerships. These initiatives
promoted sustainable development, intercultural dialogue,
and innovation, supported by collaboration with national and
international stakeholders.

In October 2024, in partnership with the Korean National
Commission for UNESCO and the Korea Heritage Service,
the Commission organized a Memory of the World workshop
that brought together representatives from eleven African
countries to document women s contributions to documentary

Success story

A major milestone was achieved in 2024 when the Ghana Commission for UNESCO
successfully inscribed the craftsmanship of traditional woven Kente cloth on the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity during the 19th session
of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

The inscription process was carried out with strong community involvement. Local
artisans and weavers contributed their knowledge and expertise, underscoring the
cultural and historical signi cance of Kente as a symbol of Ghanaian identity. The cloth s
vibrant patterns and colours embody the values, narratives and social identities of
Ghana s diverse ethnic groups. Recognition by UNESCO provides international visibility
and protection for Kente weaving, ensuring its transmission to future generations.
The inscription also promotes cultural tourism, creating economic opportunities for
communities.

GHANA Africa

heritage. The Commission also played a central role in hosting
the 10th UNESCO Africa Engineering Week, supported by
UNESCO, the Ghana Institution of Engineering and the Ghana
Engineering Council, and carried out in collaboration with
the Technology Consultancy Centre. This event inspired new
initiatives, including training programmes for engineering
students in computer-aided design and smart manufacturing,
involving 24 engineering institutions.

In June 2024, the Commission collaborated with the Seocho-
Gu District in Korea, through the Korea National Commission
for UNESCO, to launch a student exchange programme.
This North-South cooperation initiative, implemented through
ASPnet schools in Ghana, aimed to strengthen cross-cultural
understanding between the two countries. The Commission
also worked closely with the UNESCO Accra Field Of ce on
a workshop under the Education for Sustainable Development
initiative, which resulted in a collaborative action plan involving
various stakeholders.

Additional achievements included a partnership with the
Ghana Tourism Authority to establish the rst Kente Museum in
Bonwire, aimed at preserving traditional weaving techniques
and promoting cultural tourism. The adoption of the Ghana
Anti-Doping Act in 2024 reinforced the country s commitment
to the International Convention against Doping in Sport by
creating the Ghana Anti-Doping Agency.

Traditional Woven Textile Kente = Ghana Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Ghana Commission for UNESCO has outlined several priorities for 2025. These include working with national scienti c institutions
and sister Commissions to undertake activities marking the International Year of Quantum Science and Technology and supporting the
roll-out of UNESCO programmes to increase the Organization s visibility. The Commission also plans to establish a national geoscience

committee to initiate work on geoparks in Ghana.

Finally, the Commission aims to expand cooperation with other National Commissions, through both North-South and South-South
exchanges, to strengthen staff capacities, promote knowledge sharing, and enhance institutional effectiveness.
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Maloti Mountain Park World Heritage Site. With the support
L E S OT H O of local communities, rock art sites were located, documented,

and protective measures were introduced.
Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO Concerning UNESCO s 2003 and 2005 Conventions, the
Ministry led stakeholder engagement and periodic reporting,
with reports submitted in collaboration with UNESCO
ROSA and the Department of Culture. The Commission also
Secretary-General: Ms Mabafokeng Seala participated in the observation and commemoration of
several UN and international days. In particular, it highlighted
. partnerships during events such as World Environment Day,
Website: www.unesco.org.ls International Mother Language Day, World Radio Day, World
Art Day and Copyright Day, African Traditional Medicine Day,
International Literacy Day, and World Teachers Day.

Chairperson: Mr Nthoi Rapapa, Minister of Education and
Training

E-mail: matsooana7@yahoo.com

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO
undertook activities focusing on Education for Sustainable
Development and Green Education. Training sessions
were organized in selected schools on tree planting, while
infrastructure support was provided for the Greening Schools
Initiative, with assistance from UNESCO s Regional Of ce for ;
Southern Africa (ROSA). and the GEM Institute.

Through UNESCO Participation Programme projects, three
Community Learning Centres received support to revive and
strengthen their vocational component, offering training in
Vaseline production, packaging, promotion, and sales. This
work was carried out with support from UNESCO Headquarters

In the cultural eld, efforts were made toward the conservation
of rock art sites in Sehlabathebe National Park, part of the

GOVERNMENT
OF LESOTHO

Success story coveaumEnT
A major highlight of 2024 was the role of culture and creative industries in the &
celebrations of Lesotho s Bicentennial. While this sector had long lacked recognition,

the Bicentennial brought it to the forefront. Innovation and creativity shaped the m
festivities, beginning in 2023 with the design of the Bicentennial logo.

The celebrations gave Basotho creatives at all levels the opportunity to produce ﬁ
and showcase their work. They included a vibrant Arts and Innovation Week, which

featured a spectacular parade highlighting both traditional and contemporary arts,

traditional attire, the Miss Bicentennial pageant, and a fashion show. The launch of E 7
the Annual National Music Awards and Mega Music, alongside the release of the  rst h

all-Basotho  Im, Lieme ka Lekoe (Wish for My Daughter), added further momentum.

The celebrations also saw the establishment of the Lesotho Copyright Society of
Authors and Artists, under Section 31 of the Copyright Order of 1989. This step was an
important milestone in fostering & vibrant and fair creative economy in the country.
Overall, the Bicentennial marked a profound shift in the appreciation of Lesotho s
history, culture, and creative industries.

The legendary Famo music artist, Puseletso Seema,
received the Lifetime Award, alongside young contemporary artists
~ Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO has set a number of priorities for the coming years. These include the review of its
Constitution and the nalization of the 2005 Cultural Policy. The Commission also plans to prepare nomination les for the Heritage
Route from Botha-Bothe and Menkhoaneng to Thaba-Bosiu, and to develop nomination dossiers for the Basotho Hat craft technique and
the Mokhibo dance as part of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.

Further work is planned to map the culture and creative industries, and to collaborate with South Africa on a joint submission to the
Memory of the World Register. Climate change education is also a priority, with plans to strengthen its integration into school curricula
through the implementation of the Green School Quality Standard and the Greening School Curriculum Guide in seven schools within
and around the Mat eng Biosphere Reserve.

Youth in the Biosphere Reserve will be supported to launch climate-smart initiatives for sustainable development, while stakeholders,
schools, and communities will be more actively engaged in the Man and the Biosphere Programme and the Greening Education
Partnership. Other priorities include the rati cation of the Global and Addis Conventions, validation of the ESD Strategy, and resuscitation
of the pending Integrated National Teacher Policy with UNESCO support.

The Commission also aims to strengthen the UNESCO Associated Schools Programme to promote a culture of peace and global
citizenship, revive the UNESCO Youth Desk, and of cially launch the Mat eng Biosphere Reserve in November 2025. Livelihood projects
such as beekeeping and orchards will be expanded in communities around the Reserve, while grazing lands will be rehabilitated with the
help of herders and livestock owners. Finally, the Commission intends to resuscitate the National IHP Committee and build stakeholder
capacities on the UNESCO Global Geoparks Programme.
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MALAWI

Malawi National Commission for UNESCO (MNCU)

Chairperson: Mr Mangani Chilala Katundu, Secretary for
Education, Ministry of Education

Secretary-General: Mr David Mulera
E-mail: admin@unesconatcom.mw

Website: www.malawinatcom.mw

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Malawi National Commission for UNESCO
(MNCU) successfully achieved its mandate of coordinating
and facilitating interaction between UNESCO and Malawi
government agencies in the elds of education, sciences,
culture and communication and information. The Commission
received six approvals of Participation Programme projects for
the 2024 2025 biennium. In addition, it mobilised additional
support beyond UNESCO through collaboration with partners
such as the German Commission for UNESCO, Rei Foundation
Limited of New Zealand, Norwegian Embassy to Malawi and
Korean National Commission for UNESCO.

In the education sector, with support from Korean National
Commission for UNESCO, MNCU continued to support
lifelong learning opportunities to marginalised communities in

Success story

For many years, the creative industry in Malawi lacked a formal body to oversee
and promote its development. Challenges included a lack of funding, inadequate
regulation, and underpayment of artists. To address these issues, MNCU championed
the establishment of the National Arts and Heritage Council (NAHEC) through its
project Strengthening Institutional Capacities in Implementing the Malawi Cultural
Policy, aligned with UNESCO s 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

Following a series of consultations and capacity-building trainings, the Malawi
Parliament passed the NAHEC Bill in November 2024. This landmark achievement
was nalized with the assent of the State President of the Republic of Malawi, H.E. Dr
Lazarus McCarthy Chakwera, who signed the Bill into law. This development marked
a turning point for hoth the creative sector and MNCU. With NAHEC established,
the creative industry will now bene t from a more formalized structure, improved
economic opportunities, and strengthened preservation of cultural heritage.

The project received nancial support from the Norwegian Embassy to Malawi
through the UNESCO Regional Of ce for Southern Africa. Its objectives included
strengthening institutional capacities, formalizing the sector, and ensuring that the

Community Learning Centres (CLCs) through the Bridge Malawi
Project. The project conducted capacity building trainings and
provided nancial scholarships to Adult Education Diploma
students at Magomero Community Development Training
College. The sector also held a national consultation on the
2024 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) to contribute to the
draft Fortaleza Declaration, generating ideas and actionable
recommendations. The UNESCO Team Lead in Malawi
participated in the consultation.

In a bid to address gaps and improve the integration of
Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) in key development
sectors, the Natural Sciences sector supported the Ministry
of Education in reviewing the National STl Policy. The draft
policy, yet to be launched, aims to ensure that STl initiatives
align with national priorities such as industrialization,
environmental sustainability, digital transformation, and socio-
economic growth.

In a cross-sectoral project in Communication & Information
and Social and Human Sciences, MNCU continued with
implementation of UNESCO Recommendation on Ethics of
Arti cial Intelligence in Malawi. The draft Malawi Al Readiness
Assessment Report was published and awaits validation. The
Al Readiness Assessment Methodology exercise aimed to
guide Malawi in assessing what frameworks, capacities and
competencies exist at the country level to support the ethical
development and use of Al.

arts and heritage industries contribute more signi  cantly to economic development
and cultural preservation.

Honorable Chimwendo Banda, MP, Minister of Local Government,
Unity and Culture, presenting the NAHE Bill in Parliament
" Malawi National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Looking at 2025, MNCU has identi ed several priorities requiring support from the UNESCO Regional Of ce for Southern Africa. In
education, the Commission plans to facilitate the rati cation of UNESCO Conventions and Recommendations to raise awareness among
stakeholders. Under the Bridge Project, efforts will focus on introducing technical and vocational skills to enhance livelihoods among
communities surrounding Community Learning Centres.

In the natural sciences, MNCU aims to support the nomination of a new site as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. The sector will also begin
implementation of the Man and the Biosphere Strategic Action Plan for Malawi to improve human livelihoods and conserve ecosystems.
In the cultural eld, the Commission will review Malawis World Heritage Tentative List to identify and prepare potential sites for
nomination, with consultative meetings and conferences planned as part of the process.

Finally, in the areas of communication, information, and social sciences, MNCU will continue to implement UNESCO s Recommendation

on the Ethics of Arti cial Intelligence. It plans to support the development of Al ethical standards to guide Malawi in responding to the
challenges posed by new technologies and digital transformation.
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NAMIBIA

Namibia National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Itah Kandjii Murangi, Minister of Higher
Education, Technology and Innovation

Secretary-General: Mr Gernot Piepmeyer

E-mail: gernot.piepmeyer@mheti.gov.na

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Namibia National Commission for UNESCO remained
committed to cultural sustainability and intangible cultural heritage
(ICH) preservation through strategic initiatives and partnerships.
A key project, Aboxan Musik | b, “nsts [IKhasigu, celebrates
Nama ancestral music, showcasing traditional instruments such
as the khab (musical bow), !guitsib (traditional guitar), and vlies
(harmonica). This initiative ensures the transmission of traditional
musical knowledge, reinforcing Nama identity and Namibia s
diverse heritage. The Safeguarding of Okuruuo project focuses on
preserving cultural practices through community-based capacity
building, inventorying, and documentation. Aligned with the 2003
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, it integrates ICH into education to strengthen school-
community ties and cultural resilience.

In collaboration with UNESCO ROSA, the project on Safeguarding
ICH in Basic Education in Namibia and Zimbabwe promotes
cultural pride, inclusivity, and knowledge transmission through a
whole-school approach. Namibia also actively engages in high-
level UNESCO platforms, including the World OER Congress,
Internet Governance Sessions, Memory of the World Conference,
Global Policy Forum, and World Press Freedom Day. The National
Commission has submitted three proposals for the Memory of the
World Register: Namibia Terrorism Trial (1967/68) & Namibian
Robben Island Prisoners, The Windhoek Declaration (1991), and
The Maharero Papers.

To strengthen collaboration and knowledge exchange, the National
Commission partners with the Estonian National Commission on
digital heritage skills and entrepreneurship. This initiative focuses
on leveraging digital tools to document, preserve, and promote
Namibias cultural heritage while equipping communities with
entrepreneurial skills linked to heritage-based industries. Through
capacity-building workshops, knowledge-sharing sessions, and the
development of digital heritage platforms, this collaboration fosters
innovation in cultural preservation and economic empowerment.

The Commission also partners with the Korean National Commission
for UNESCO through STEP  Together with Africa, and engages in
an exchange visit with Angola, with signi cant support from sister
Commissions. By leveraging these initiatives, Namibia continues
to promote heritage preservation, digital innovation, and global
knowledge exchange, ensuring that its cultural legacy remains
vibrant and relevant.

Success story

In partnership with the Estonian National Commission for UNESCO, Loov Eesti and
Viljandi Culture Academy, the Namibia National Commission for UNESCO entered
into an agreement in 2023 to create and implement the Creative Entrepreneurship
Academy Namibia. After successfully completing the - rst phase in 2023, hoth partners
signed a new contract for 2024 2025 to reach a wider group of stakeholders. The
overall project explores the convergence of heritage, innovation, and entrepreneurship
within the cultural and creative sectors, with a strong emphasis on harnessing digital
technologies and involving youth in the heritage-based creative economy. The second
phase focuses on the role of education in preserving and digitizing cultural heritage.
The project is ongoing, with the possibility of a third phase in 2025 2026.

The programme included the participation of Ms Madli Kumpas, Coordinator of
UNESCO Education and Science Programme, Estonian National Commission for
UNESCO; Ms Eunice Smith, Head of Of ce and UNESCO Representative in Namibia;
Hon. Itah Kandjii-Murangi, Minister of Higher Education, Technology and Innovation;
Prof. Gilbert Likando, University of Namibia; and Dr. Lisho Mundia, Deputy Executive
Director of the Ministry of Higher Education, Technology and Innovation. The photo
further includes government policymakers, Estonian experts, educators, and youth.

Group photo of participants of the Creative Entrepreneurship Academy
Namibia, organised in partnership with the Estonian National Commission
for UNESCO and local stakeholders, Windhoek, 2024
" Namibia National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Namibia reaf rms its commitment to the Windhoek Declaration, with a strong focus on advocacy in heritage preservation, internet
governance, and access to information. Key priorities include strengthening digital governance frameworks and ensuring inclusive
participation in the evolving digital landscape. Additionally, Namibia seeks to enhance the capacity of civil servants through strategic
partnerships, fostering a deeper understanding of Arti cial Intelligence (Al) and digital transformation in the public sector. As part of this
commitment, Namibia is eager to participate in the Internet for Trust Pilot Project, reinforcing ethical digital engagement and governance.

Media and Information Literacy (MIL) initiatives remain essential, particularly in addressing the digital divide among youth and equipping
them with critical thinking and digital skills. The proposed ASPnet Regional Capacity Building for Educators aims to empower teachers
and principals in Global Citizenship Education (GCED) and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) across Southern Africa. In
collaboration with the UNESCO Windhoek Field Of ce and UNESCO ROSA, with a particular emphasis on Zimbabwe, this initiative
will foster regional cooperation among ASPnet schools.

The programme includes a capacity-building workshop, student-led SDG initiatives, and an intercultural knowledge exchange conference.
Educators will bene t from targeted training and resource toolkits, while students will engage in local sustainability projects with dedicated
support. An interactive online platform will also be developed to facilitate peer learning and knowledge-sharing. Expected outcomes
include enhanced teaching methodologies, stronger regional collaboration, increased student engagement in SDG-related projects, and
a comprehensive repository of best practices. This aligns with UNESCO s vision of empowering educators and students as proactive
contributors to a sustainable and equitable future.
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Commission nationale du Niger pour | UNESCO et
I ICESCO

Pr@sidente: Mme Elisabeth Sheirf, Ministre de | Education
nationale, de | Alphab@tisation, de | Enseignement
professionnel et de la Promotion des Langues nationales

Secr@taire g@ngdral: M. Assoumane Mahamadou
Courrier @lectronique: mahassou66@gmail.com

Site web: www.gouv.ne

R@sumd@ des activitds de 2024

En 2024, malgrd le contexte socio-politique et @conomique
dif cile marqu@ par une recrudescence de | ins@curitd, la
Commission nationale pour | UNESCO du Niger a contribu@
activement la r@alisation de plusieurs d activitds dans des
domaines varid@s, en lien avec les objectifs de | UNESCO en
g@n@ral et la priorit@ Afrique en particulier. Ces objectifs ont gt@
atteints gr ce lappui de | tat du Niger, du Bureau rdgional
de | UNESCO  Dakar, des programmes de | UNESCO
implant@s au Niger, de certaines Commissions nationales
africaines, des ONG et autres associations partenaires.

Une activitd rgussie

La Semaine africaine de | ing@nierie au Niger, organisde par NOVATECH en partenariat
avec | UNESCO, a constitud un succts notable. Les objectifs  x@s ont 0td atteints, voire
d@passds, gr ce lamobilisation de tous les partenaires, notamment les jeunes ftudiants,
les startups, les techniciens en g@nie civil et architecture, les enseignants ainsi que les
passionngs de | ing@nierie. L @v@nement a permis de sensibiliser les professionnels,
les Ptudiants et le grand public au r le essentiel des ing@nieurs dans la construction
d un avenir durable pour | Afrique. Il a contribud  promouvoir | innovation dans le
domaine des infrastructures durables en mettant en avant les nouvelles technologies
et les meilleures pratiques, acc@lfrer la mise en uvre de la Zone de libre-fchange
continentale africaine (ZLECAf) en soulignant le r le stratfgique de | ing@nierie dans
|a cr@ation d infrastructures et de rdseaux logistiques ef caces, ainsi qu renforcer
les comp@tences locales en ing@nierie, notamment dans le domaine de | intelligence
arti cielle applique aux infrastructures.

Cet Pv@nement a mis en lumitre le r le essentiel de | ing@nierie dans la construction d un
avenir durable pour | Afrique. Il a Bgalement permis de renforcer les capacitds locales en
matitre d ing@nierie et d intelligence arti- cielle, ouvrant ainsi de nouvelles perspectives
pour les professionnels du secteur.

NIGER  Africa

Ainsi, la Commission a r@alis@ le bilan de la mise en  uvre
des conventions de | UNESCO au Niger et a accompagn@
les partenaires de | Organisation, qu il sagisse d ONG, de
structures @tatiques ou d associations, dans | @laboration de
projets inscrits dans le cadre du Programme de participation.
Elle a pris part la r@vision des programmes de | Institut de
formation en alphabgtisation et @ducation non formelle (IFAENF)
ainsi que de la Direction des programmes d alphab@tisation et
de la formation des adultes (DPAFA), avec | appui nancier du
Programme de renforcement des capacitds pour | @ducation
(CapED) de | UNESCO. Elle a @galement apport@ son soutien

| harmonisation des programmes de formation des instituts
et facult@s des sciences de | @ducation, toujours avec | appui
du CapED.

La Commission a participd |@laboration d un Plan d actions
prioritaires (PAP) dans le cadre de la Politique nationale en
matitre de sciences, de technologies et de | innovation du
Niger (POSTINI), a n d assurer sa mise en  uvre harmonieuse
et rdussie. Elle a @galement pris part | organisation de la
Semaine africaine de | ing@nierie 2024, b@nd ciant de | appui

nancier du Bureau r@gional de | UNESCO Dakar, ainsi qu au
Sommet du savoir 2024 organisd Duba par la Fondation
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum. La Commission a particip@

un atelier de formation destin@ aux tats membres d Afrique
de | Ouest sur le processus de d@signation des r@serves de
biosphtre, et a @t@ reprdsentde  Rabat lors des travaux de

pr@sentation de la Fondation africaine pour | apprentissage tout
au long de la vie, organis@e par la Commission nationale du
Maroc.

S@ance de formation lors de la Semaine africaine de | ing@nierie 2024,
organis@e en partenariat avec | UNESCO
= Commission nationale du Niger pour | UNESCO

Prioritds futures et possibilitds de travail conjoint

Les domaines og le renforcement des capacitds et la mobilisation des ressources sont ngcessaires dans le contexte du Niger se rgsument

essentiellement

la r@forme curriculaire en cours et au num@rique @ducatif.
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sectors and share best practices for integrating Al technologies
NIGERIA

The Commission participated in the validation and launch of a
website, SoftLife247.com, for adolescents and young people, to
create more opportunities for young people to access factual,
Chairperson: Mr Maruf Tunji Alausa accurate and life-building information on health and wellbeing.

The programme was held between 18 and 30 September 2024.

In a bid to preserve geological heritage and promote sustainable

Nigerian National Commission on UNESCO

Secretary-General: Mr Olagunju Idowu Lateef

E-mail: natcom.unesco@education.gov.ng development for local communities, an Inauguration Workshop
for the International Geoscience and Geoparks Programme
Summary of activities during 2024 Nigerian National Committee (IGGP-NNC) was held on 19

- . . November 2024.
In 2024, the Nigerian National Commission for UNESCO . . .
collaborated with UNESCO line Ministries, Departments and | e Commission collaborated with the UNESCO Abuja Of ce

Agencies (MDAs); UNESCO Abuja Of ce, and civil society between May and July 2024 to consult and establish an effective

organizations to promote the ideals and visibility of UNESCO in interface with the bene ting communities to promote biodiversity
Nigeria during the year under review. business, conservation, sustainable development and poverty

. . . reduction in Oban Biosphere, Omo Biosphere and Shere Hills
In promoting Education for Health and Wellbeing (EHW) for £ act Reserves.
Adolescents and Young People (AYP), a two-day sensitization
workshop with the theme Education for Health and Wellbeing: A
foundation for healthy growth and development for adolescents
and young people was held on 15 May 2024.

A one-day workshop on the Ethical Impact of Artificial
Intelligence (Al) in the Post-Pandemic Era was organised for
secondary school students on 25 March 2024 to analyze
the ethical ramifications of Al development across various

Under UNESCO Fellowships Programmes, a Nigerian was
awarded the UNESCO/The People s Republic of China - The
Great Wall - Co-Sponsored Fellowship Programme. Two other
Nigerians (one male and one female) were also selected to
participate in the UNESCO/Poland Co-Sponsored Fellowships
Programme in Engineering Cycle at AGH University of Science
and Technology, Poland.

Success story

The Commission collaborated with the UNESCO Abuja Of ce to hold the Regional
Launch of the Better Education for Africa s Rise (BEAR) IIl project, funded by the
Government of the Republic of Korea, held on 16 17 April 2024 in Abuja, where
Nigeria was one of the bene ciaries.

The BEAR 111 project was carried out in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of
Education, its Agencies and in partnership with the contributing state. Agriculture,
post-harvest management and agro-processing were prioritized to address food
insecurity challenges, stimulate economic development, eradicate poverty, promote
peace, equip youth and adults with the skills required, and support the transition to
a green economy.

The Commission also participated with the UNESCO Abuja Of ce and the Kano State
Government at the World Youth Skills Day and the National Launch of the project,
held on 15 July 2024 at the Dangote Ultramodern Skills Acquisition Centre. Both
formal and informal youth showcased their initiatives at the National Skills Exhibition.
Participants presented prototypes of airplanes and drones, footwear, textiles, Exhibition of youth skills and innovations during the National Launch of

architectural designs, cosmetics, cleaning products, as well as pastries. the Better Education for Africas Rise (BEAR) Ill project
" Nigerian National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In 2025, the Commission, in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Education and UNESCO line Ministries, plans to organize a
workshop on enhancing girls education through UNESCO s initiatives on girls education, aimed at sparking immediate action and
dialogue around girls education in Nigeria. As Nigeria is made up of different ethnic nationalities, the Commission will organize a
workshop titled Developing a National Identity in a Multi-Cultural Society: Challenges and Prospects, aimed at fostering a common
identity through peace, unity and understanding in learning different cultural values.

To contribute to peace and security in Nigeria and train young people to be agents of peace, the Commission, in collaboration with
UNESCO line Agencies and the UNESCO Abuja Of ce, will organize a sensitization workshop on The Roles of Youth in Nigerias
Sustainable Development towards a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence. To raise awareness regarding ozone layer depletion and
explore solutions for its preservation, the Commission will commemorate the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer
under the theme A Pathway to Phase out Ozone-Depleting Substances and Protect All Life on Earth . To increase access to educational
resources, break down barriers to knowledge and facilitate self-directed learning, the Commission intends to organize a workshop on
digital literacy and online safety for students in collaboration with UNESCO line Ministries.
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REPUBLIQUE
DEMOCRATIQUE
DU CONGO

Commission nationale de la Rgpublique
d@mocratique du Congo pour | UNESCO

Pr@sidente: Mme Ra ssa Malu Dinanga, Ministre d Etat en
charge de | Education nationale et Nouvelle Citoyennet@

Secr@taire g@ndral: M. Lazare Liema Ibongo-Botie
Courrier @lectronique: comnat.rdc@gmail.com

Site web: www.comnat-rdc.cd

R@sumd des activitds de 2024

Au cours de lann@e 2024, la Commission nationale de la
R@publique d@mocratique du Congo pour | UNESCO a mis
en uvre une s@rie d activitds prdvues dans sa plani cation
annuelle, nanc@es la fois par le Tr@sor public et avec
| appui de | UNESCO. En collaboration avec le ministtre du

Une activitd rgussie

Lorganisation d un sgminaire de sensibilisation sur la gestion et la conservation des
feosysttmes naturels du Parc des mangroves, Moanda dans le Kongo-Central, a 0td
| une des grandes rfussites de la Commission nationale de la Rgpublique ddmocratique
du Congo pour | UNESCO en 2024. L objectif ftait de contribuer la protection et
|a gestion durable de ces @cosysttmes a n de lutter contre les effets du changement
climatique.

Le s@minaire a rfuni des reprfsentants des peuples autochtones, des leaders
communautaires, des chefs coutumiers, des femmes, des jeunes, des ONG  uvrant
dans le domaine de | environnement ainsi que le représentant de la sociftd pdtrolit.re
PERENCO. Les femmes, en particulier, ont 0t@ form@es | utilisation des briquettes
feologiques pour favoriser la conservation et la protection des mangroves.

REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO Africa

Genre, Famille et Enfant, la Commission a apportd un soutien
significatif aux femmes mara chtres de Kinshasa afin de
renforcer leur autonomisation et de contribuer la lutte contre
les effets du changement climatique.

Un autre volet important a concern@ le renforcement des

capacitds humaines. Des ateliers ont @t@ organis@s au pro t

des acteurs institutionnels pour mettre en lumitre leur r le dans

| Plaboration de politiques publiques susceptibles de contribuer
| atteinte des Objectifs de d@veloppement durable.

En n, la Commission a particip@ aux pr@paratifs du 30e
anniversaire du projet international de | UNESCO « Les routes
des personnes mises en esclavage : R@sistance, Libertd,
Hdritage ». Lobjectif @tait d @valuer la mise en uvre du
projet en R@publique d@mocratique du Congo et de d@ nir de
nouvelles orientations  partir des probl@matiques actuelles.
Un comitd ad hoc, placd sous le pilotage de la ministre d tat
chargde de | ducation nationale et Nouvelle citoyennetd,
pr@sidente de la Commission nationale, a @t@ constitud,
regroupant des experts des ministtres travaillant dans les
domaines de comp@tence de | UNESCO. Ce comitd Qtait
charg@ de pr@parer les @lgments techniques n@cessaires pour
faciliter le d@roulement des activit@s. Toutefois, en raison de
| agenda trk.s charg@ des ministres concernds, la mise en  uvre
de cette activitd a gtd reportde 2025.

Travaux pratiques de conservation men@s par les participants
dans le cadre du s@minaire sur la gestion et la protection des @cosysttmes
du Parc des mangroves * Commission nationale de
la R@publique d@mocratique du Congo pour | UNESCO

Prioritds futures et possibilitds de travail conjoint

En 2025, dans le domaine des sciences exactes et naturelles, la Commission prdvoit d organiser un atelier de formation destind

au personnel des services gdologiques africains. Cet atelier visera

faciliter la cr@ation de gdoparcs mondiaux UNESCO sur

| ensemble du continent. Actuellement, seuls deux gdoparcs mondiaux UNESCO existent en Afrique, celui de M Goun au Maroc et
celui de Ngorongoro-Lengai en Tanzanie. Avec | accompagnement de | UNESCO, la R@publique d@mocratique du Congo souhaite

initier la cr@ation d autres g@oparcs dans la r@gion a n de contribuer

la r@alisation des ODD et de leurs cibles correspondantes.

La Commission entend @galement accompagner plusieurs villes, notamment Mbandaka, Kananga, Moanda et Kalemie, dans leur
processus d adh@sion au Rdseau mondial des villes apprenantes de | UNESCO. En n, dans le cadre de la promotion du multilinguisme,
elle pr@voit | organisation de conf@rences-d@bats sur la D@cennie internationale des langues autochtones, a n de sensibiliser et de
favoriser | intdgration des langues locales en R@publique d@mocratique du Congo.
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Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO (CNRU)

Chairperson: Mr Joseph Nsengimana, Minister of
Education

Secretary-General: Ms Marie Christine Gasingirwa

E-mail: albert.mutesa@unesco.rw
comnatrwanda@unesco.rw - info@unesco.rw

Website: www.unesco.rw

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO
(CNRU) organized or contributed to the celebration of various
International and World Days designated by UNESCO, including
those dedicated to science, philosophy, poetry, education and
teachers, communication, water, biodiversity and others. The
CNRU also coordinated the ongoing implementation of the six
projects funded by the UNESCO Participation Programme 2024

2025 and conducted various activities in its four departments.

In the field of education, in 2024, the Rwanda National
Commission for UNESCO organized a consultative meeting
on education and health for the well-being of adolescents and
young people. The event brought together partners who play a
key role in education and health. During participant exchanges,
the need for a counselor in every school was highlighted.
It was stressed that parents and teachers should take time to
talk to teenagers about reproductive health rather than letting
them rely on peers for information. Participants emphasized
the importance of comprehensive sexual education based on
science, age and cultural norms.

Success story

A highlight of 2024 was the historic visit of UNESCO Director-General Audrey |

Azoulay to Rwanda. During her three-day visit, Ms Azoulay highlighted UNESCO s
strong commitment to preserving cultural heritage and promoting environmental
conservation. She met with H.E. President Paul Kagame and presented certi cates
for Rwanda s recent UNESCO World Heritage inscriptions, including Nyungwe National
Park as a natural site and the memorial sites of the genocide ~ Nyamata, Murambi,
Gisozi and Bisesero  as cultural heritage sites. This recognition celebrates Rwanda s
rich biodiversity and safeguards the memory of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi
for future generations.

Ms Azoulay also visited the Murambi Genocide Memorial, emphasizing UNESCO s
role in preserving the history of the genocide and promoting peace, unity and
reconciliation. By engaging with genocide survivors, UNESCO supports efforts to
educate younger generations about the atrocities, fostering a culture of understanding
and preventing the recurrence of such tragedies. The Director-General s visit
underscored the importance of collaboration between UNESCO, the Rwandan
government and local communities in building a more uni ed, peaceful society.

In the eld of sciences, the Government of Rwanda, through
UNESCO technical support, developed the National TVET
Digitalization Strategy (2024 2029) to modernize the TVET
system and align it with Rwandas National Strategy for
Transformation (NST2). The strategy aims to integrate digital
technologies into technical education to equip Rwandans for
a knowledge-based economy. In collaboration with UNESCO
and local partners, workshops identified challenges and
opportunities, culminating in a framework for a digitally inclusive
and innovative TVET ecosystem. The final strategy will be
submitted for approval in January 2025.

In the eld of culture, the National Commission organized a
National Policy Dialogue on the Memory of Genocide against
the Tutsi in 1994 in Rwanda through Education and Dialogue.
Panelists discussed the challenges of remembering the genocide,
combating denial, and teaching survivors perspectives. They
recommended the use of local languages, teacher training
and ongoing dialogue. Aheza Healing and Careers Center
addressed mental health and transgenerational trauma through
community-driven approaches. The integration of genocide
education into the national curriculum was emphasized as a
means to foster trust, reconciliation and peace while promoting
inclusivity and healing.

In the eld of communication, the National Commission, in
partnership with the Rwanda Journalists Association (ARJ) and
UNESCO, hosted a two-day Media and Information Literacy
(MIL) training for media practitioners and content creators.
The workshop aimed to enhance participants skills to critically
evaluate information and promote MIL, contributing to a more
informed, democratic and resilient society in Rwanda. The
training was attended by 25 journalists, both male and female,
from various media platforms, along with ve content creators.

Ms Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO DG unveils World Heritage plaques to H.E
Paul KAGAME ~Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

During 2025, the National Commission, with the support of UNESCO, local stakeholders and partners, intends to conduct several
initiatives. These include the inscription of Rwanda s documentary heritage on the National Memory of the World Register, the
implementation of the UNESCO Women for Bees project (Phase Il) in Gishwati Mukura National Park and Biosphere Reserve, and the
provision of technical and nancial assistance to implement World Heritage Committee recommendations in relation to the management
and conservation of Nyungwe National Park and World Heritage Property.

Further plans include a national workshop on UNESCO Arti cial Intelligence Competency Frameworks for teachers and students in
Rwanda, the designation of Imigongo (an art form) as the second element for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity after the recent inscription of Intore (a Rwandan dance), and an update on the status of Rwanda s Geopark

nomination dossier concerning the Rwanda Northern GeoPark.
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TANZANIA

UNESCO National Commission of the United
Republic of Tanzania

Chairperson: Mr Elifas Tozo Bisanda
Secretary-General: Mr Hamisi M. Malebo

E-mail: inffo@natcom.go.tz
hamisi.malebo@natcom.go.tz

Website: www.natcom.go.tz

Summary of activities during 2024

Throughout 2024, the UNESCO National Commission of the
United Republic of Tanzania implemented activities across all

ve areas of UNESCO s competence. The Commission analyzed
and re ected on Tanzanias contributions in the framework of
UNESCO Chairs on Teacher Education and Curriculum. This
work reviewed a new social contract for education presented
in the Sahel s Commission Report (SCR21) and the Education
and Training Policy of 2014 (ETP14), resulting in a position
paper. In collaboration with the Tanzania Institute of Education,
recommendations were shared during the country s review of
the basic education curriculum.

Success story

The UNESCO National Commission of the United Republic of Tanzania, in collaboration
with the National Institute for Medical Research (NIMR), implemented a water safety
project entitled Universal Access to Safe Drinking Water, Hygiene and Sustainable
Sanitation (WASH) in Rural Communities in Katoma, Geita Region. The project
introduced modern technology to provide clean and safe water services, mitigating
environmental degradation previously caused by deforestation, as villagers used to cut
down trees for rewood and charcoal to hoil water. By offering a sustainable method
of water treatment, the project protects both public health and the environment from
the harmful effects of tree cutting.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Commission also conducted the rst National Meeting
on the Implementation of the International Convention against
Doping in Sports. The meeting reviewed the national sports
policy and established the National Antidoping Law to facilitate
the implementation of the Convention in the United Republic of
Tanzania.

In 2024, the Commission collaborated with various
stakeholders, including the Ministry responsible for culture, to
commemorate International Kiswahili Day. The celebrations
recognized Kiswahilis role in promoting cultural diversity,
fostering dialogue among civilizations, and promoting
multilingualism.

In partnership with the UNESCO Dar es Salaam Field Of ce,
the Commission participated in the Media Literacy and Digital
Skills Initiative, which included the promotion of monetization
of digital platforms in Tanzania. Media professionals, content
creators, students and influencers were empowered with
essential skills and opportunities to thrive on these platforms.
The Commission also participated in the Safer Campuses
Campaign across the country.

During 2024, a survey was conducted on how media and
information literacy affects journalistic practices in selected
Tanzanian universities, colleges and media institutions. The
survey emphasized the importance of adapting to the rapidly
evolving digital landscape.

Installation of modern water supply technology as part of the project
Universal Access to Safe Drinking Water,
Hygiene and Sustainable Sanitation (WASH) in Rural Communities
" UNESCO National Commission of the United Republic of Tanzania

The National Commission intends to strengthen collaboration with stakeholders by building the capacities of women journalists and
creating a free and safe environment to empower them in their work, thereby strengthening peace, democracy and sustainable
development. It will also organize a sensitization workshop to promote the participation of girls from less privileged areas in STEM
education. Furthermore, the Commission will conduct training on institutionalizing the Whole Institution Approach (WIA) as an ESD
technique for climate change mitigation in schools. The aim is to scale up good practices in climate action, provide education stakeholders
with the necessary skills to lead institutional change, equip school quality assurers to support and monitor this process, and give both

groups the tools to implement WIA for ESD successfully.
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Commission nationale tchadienne pour | UNESCO

Pr@sident: M. Aboubakar Assidick Tchoroma, Ministre
de | Education nationale, du Bilinguisme et de la promotion
civique

Secr@taire g@ndral: M. Abdelkerim Adoum Bahar

Courrier @lectronique: abdelkerim_adoum@yahoo.fr

R@sum@ des activit@ds de 2024

La Commission nationale tchadienne pour | UNESCO entretient
de bons rapports avec | ensemble des ministLres sectoriels
charg@s des relations avec | UNESCO, ainsi qu avec diverses
organisations de la soci@td civile impliqu@es dans des activitds
en lien avec les iddaux de | Organisation. Elle collabore
@troitement avec le ministtre en charge de |@ducation,
notamment dans le cadre de la mise en uvre des projets

nanc@s par le Partenariat mondial pour |@ducation. ce
titre, la Commission a particip@ |@laboration de la politique
nationale pour les enseignants du Tchad. Elle facilite @galement
| arriv@e et le s@jour des experts de | UNESCO au Tchad ainsi
que leurs contacts avec les ministtres et institutions concernges.

La Commission initie par ailleurs des activitds avec les
enseignants des @coles associ@es | UNESCO, dans les

Une activitd rgussie

Une activitd rdussie de la Commission nationale tchadienne pour | UNESCO en 2024
a (td la formation de quarante-deux jeunes du canton Bidyo | entretien et la
r@paration des pompes d eau manuelles, flectriques et solaires. Avec | accfldration
de la scolarisation, de nombreux forages  motricitd humaine ont 0td rdalisfs dans

TCHAD | Africa

domaines de la culture de la paix et de la non-violence,
du rtglement paci que des con its et de la protection de
| environnement. En collaboration avec le ministtre de la
Communication, elle a form@ des animateurs et techniciens
des radios communautaires, qui produisent et diffusent des
@missions sur la paix et le vivre-ensemble dans diffdrentes
rdgions du pays. Ces @missions contribuent la lutte contre
| extrdmisme violent et participent la recherche de solutions
pour une paix durable, notamment dans les zones frontalitres
touch@es par des crises.

Lintroduction des technologies de |information et de
la communication dans les @coles est un autre domaine
d intervention de la Commission, qui sollicite lappui de
| UNESCO pour son d@veloppement. Au niveau du ministtre
de | Enseignement sup@rieur et de la Recherche scienti que,
la Commission a aid@ la cr@ation du Comit@ national de
bio@thique et participe  ses activitds, son secr@taire gdndral
siggeant en tant que membre. Avec le ministtre de la Culture,
elle contribue la mise en  uvre des conventions de | UNESCO

ratifides par le Tchad, notamment la Convention sur la
protection du patrimoine culturel et naturel, en accompagnant
la pr@paration des dossiers de candidature pour le classement
du lac Tchad et du parc national de Zakouma. Dans le cadre
du programme MAB, la r@serve de biosphtre de Sena Oura,
au sud du pays, a @t@ d@signde en juin 2022.

presque tous les villages du canton, notamment dans ceux dot@s d une @cole ou d un S5

centre de sant@. Toutefois, faute d entretien, ces forages tombaient souvent en panne, & i

privant les populations d eau potable pendant plusieurs mois.

Labsence de personnes formdes | entretien et la rfparation de ces installations S

entra nait de lourdes consfiquences. Les femmes @taient contraintes de parcourir de *

longues distances pour s approvisionner dans des villages voisins, ce qui provoguait

parfois des tensions et des con  its. Certaines fcoles se retrouvaient fgalement privdes &

d eau potable, poussant les @lkves et leurs familles  recourir  des mares insalubres,
avec des consgquences ndfastes sur la santd publique.

Le projet de formation a donc 0t0 mis en place @ n de doter le canton d un corps de
jeunes techniciens capables d intervenir rapidement partout og un forage tombait
en panne. Ces jeunes, en plus d assurer la maintenance des pompes manuelles,
flectriques et solaires, sont Ggalement en mesure de prévenir les pannes gr ce
un suivi rdgulier des @quipements. Cette initiative permet ainsi de garantir un accts
plus permanent | eau potable dans les villages du canton Bidyo et de r@pondre
ef cacement aux besoins essentiels des populations.

Installation de panneaux solaires dans le cadre de la formation des
jeunes du canton Bidyo lentretien et la rdparation des pompes eau
= Commission nationale tchadienne pour | UNESCO
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ALGERIE

Commission nationale alg@rienne pour
| @ducation, la science et la culture

Pr@sident: M. Mohamed Seghir SAADAOUI
Secr@taire g@n@ral: M. Karim KADI
Courrier @lectronique: natcomalgerie@unesco.dz

Site web: www.unesco.dz

R@sum@ des activit@ds de 2024

En 2024, la Commission nationale alg@rienne pour | UNESCO
a particip@ la rdunion r@gionale de consultation des
Secr@taires g@n@draux des Commissions nationales arabes

Mascate. Elle a soutenu la participation de la mairie
d Alger au concours des villes apprenantes. Dans le cadre du
Programme de participation de | UNESCO, quatre projets ont
@t@ soumis et approuvds pour 2024-2025, et le projet retard?
de 2022-2023 a 0td r@alis@ par | Association alg@rienne pour
la promotion de la citoyennetd et des droits de | Homme.

d@partementaux ; elle a c@I@brd la Journ@e internationale des
STEM avec la participation de |1@cole El Awael et d acteurs
internationaux ; et a organis@ un concours en ligne intitul@ «
Les ambassadeurs de la paix » en trois langues.

Concernant la Chaire UNESCO Emir Abdelkader de | Universit@
d Alger, la Commission a c@I@br@ la Journ@e internationale du
vivre-ensemble en paix et le mois du Patrimoine avec une table
ronde sur le patrimoine et |@ducation la culture de paix ;
elle a particip@ distance la rdunion r@gionale des chaires
UNESCO Rabat ; elle a publi@ un ouvrage intituld « Le adab
ou biens@ance dans | @ducation spirituelle la lumitre des
enseignements du cheikh Ahmed ben Mustapha el-Al w »
; et a soumis la candidature de | Universitd de Tlemcen pour
la cr@ation d une Chaire UNESCO intitulde « UNESCO Chair
for Sustainability and Energy Resilience ». Dans le domaine
de linformation et de la communication, la Commission a
organis@ une confdrence intitulde « Lenseignement et le dg

num@rique, de | homo erectus | homo num@ricus », une
rencontre | occasion de la Journ@e nationale de la Casbah
sur « Le patrimoine citadin entre hier et aujourd hui », et
une conf@drence intitulde « M@moire historique et @criture de
| histoire ». En n, dans le cadre du Programme sur | Homme et

la biosphtre (MAB), | Alg@rie a particip@ | atelier r@gional

Pour le r@seau des @coles assocides et des clubs pour 1
Tunis et au Forum ArabMAB youth  Jazan.

| UNESCO, la Commission a organis@ une formation
distance en huit sdances au pro t de soixante coordinateurs

Une activitd rgussie

Un atelier rdigional maghr@bin sur les rdserves de biosphtre, sous le thtme « Renforcer la durabilitd des r@serves de biospht.re dans la région du Maghreb », a 0t organisd
par le Bureau rgional de | UNESCO pour le Maghreb et la Commission nationale, en partenariat avec le ministtre de la Culture et des Arts et la Direction gdngrale des for€ts,
dans la riserve de biosphtre du Tassili N Ajjer du 5 au 7 novembre 2024. La Journge internationale des rdserves de biosphtre a ainsi 6t@ cgl@brde pour la premitre fois dans
la r@gion du Maghreb. Latelier visait ~consolider les fonctions des réserves de hiosphtre dans la rdgion, en cartographiant et en @valuant les points forts et les d@ s des
stratfgies de gestion et des plans d action, en encourageant la crdativitd dans les plans de gestion, et en identi ant deux th@matiques spdci ques pour des projets adaptds
aux rfserves de biospht.re des pays du Maghreb.

I - - ———
=N r ﬂ _——

Atelier rdgional maghr@bin sur les r@serves de biosphtre - Tassili N Ajjer - 2024
Visite du site de Tikobaouine et Echanges avec les cadres du parc du Tassili ™ Commission nationale alg@rienne pour | @ducation, la science et la culture

es et possibilitds de travail con

Les priorit@s de la Commission nationale porteront notamment sur le renforcement des personnels du rdseau des @coles associfes et des
clubs pour | UNESCO par des formations et des @changes, la mise en  uvre des quatre projets validds du Programme de participation
2024-2025, la proposition d un dossier de patrimoine documentaire inscrire au Registre international M@moire du monde de | UNESCO,
ainsi que la soumission de nouvelles candidatures de cr@ation de chaires UNESCO. L Alg@rie pr@voit aussi d identi er de nouveaux sites
potentiels pour pr@parer des dossiers de candidature au Programme MAB, de mettre en  uvre un programme d appui la cr@ation de
ressources @ducatives num@riques, et de c@l@brer les journ@es internationales travers diverses activitds : atelier international d @valuation
des STEM, concours « El Koundous » d algorithmique, challenge national « Agir pour la paix », test pilote sur « Lapprentissage avec
I intelligence arti cielle » et Forum de la langue arabe. La Commission poursuivra @galement | animation bimensuelle du forum de
| EDD, consacr@ aux thtmes prioritaires de | UNESCO : | @ducation au d@veloppement durable, la citoyennet@ mondiale, | innovation
p@dagogique et | inclusion et | @quitd.
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BAHRAIN

Bahrain National Commission for Education,
Science and Culture

Chairperson: Mr Mohammed Bin Mubarak Juma, Minister
of Education and Chairman of the Higher Education Council
Board of Trustees

Secretary-General: Mr Mubarak Abdulla Bati
E-mail: mubarak.a.m.bati@moe.gov.bh

Website: www.moe.gov.bh

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, there was a growing interest in joining the
ASPnet network in Bahrain, bringing the total number of schools
to 128 for the 2024 2025 academic year, including 104 public
schools, 20 private schools, and 4 early childhood education

Success story

institutions. All ASPnet schools in Bahrain participated in World
Cleanup Day by organizing awareness campaigns to promote
behavioral changes in waste management. The National
Commission successfully coordinated Bahrains delegation
for participation in the Arab Cultural Week at UNESCO.
It attended the regional consultation meeting for national
coordinators of Arab countries and ensured active participation
in the 121st session of the Executive Council and the 27th
General Conference of ALECSO. Support and guidance were
provided to all UNESCO and ALECSO associated schools
in Bahrain through eld visits, aimed at directing their efforts
toward preparing evaluative reports on their activities. The
National Commission also participated in several in-person and
virtual seminars and conferences organized by international
organizations. Furthermore, the Secretary-General of the
Bahrain National Commission was invited as a speaker during
the educational forum held alongside the International School
Sports Games. Coordination efforts were also undertaken to
join UNESCO s Green Education Partnership initiative.

ASPnet schools in the Kingdom of Bahrain have been effectively implementing initiatives that contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and to celebrations
organized by international organizations. These efforts aim to raise awareness of global issues, direct resources toward addressing major challenges, and promote human
achievements. As part of these ongoing initiatives, Jidhafs Secondary School for Girls, one of Bahrain s ASPnet schools, won  rst place in the second edition of the Young
Reporters for the Environment (YRE) competition for the 2023/2024 academic year. This recognition was awarded under UNESCO s international initiative Litter Less in the
video category for the school s outstanding work entitled Insidious Poison. This achievement demonstrates Bahrain s commitment to promoting environmental awareness in
its educational system while encouraging students to participate in innovative projects that reduce waste and improve its management.

Instilling the principle of Sustainable Development Goals in childrens minds since pre-school age *Dana Ali

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Ministry of Education in Bahrain places great importance on ASPnet schools and is developing a comprehensive strategy to instill
the network s core values in children from an early age. Efforts are underway to include more early childhood education institutions in
the UNESCO network, fostering awareness of values such as sustainable development, tolerance, peace, and innovation. Specialized
training programmes will be provided for early education institutions to help teachers integrate these concepts into their curricula in
ways appropriate for young children. The goal is to encourage children to engage in activities that foster an early understanding of
environmental and social issues, nurturing a generation that is both aware and capable of critical and innovative thinking. In addition,
twinning projects will be expanded between local and international ASPnet schools, with an emphasis on using modern technology
to enhance knowledge and experience sharing. The Ministry of Education will also continue to actively participate in international
competitions and events, while providing ongoing technical support to ensure excellence and achieve high rankings.
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JORDAN

The Jordan National Commission for Education,
Culture and Science

Chairperson: Mr Azmi Mahafzah, Minister of Education
and Higher Education and Scienti ¢ Research

Secretary-General: Ms Ibtisam Ayoub

E-mail: jounesco@moej.edu.jo
natcom.jo@natcom.unesco.org

Website: www.natcom.gov.jo

Summary of activities during 2024

The Jordan National Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science undertook several key initiatives in 2024. It conducted
a training workshop focused on UNESCO s programmes in the
natural and human sciences sectors. The workshop aimed to
raise awareness about UNESCO s relevant awards, activities,
and global declarations, highlight the roles of Jordanian
national committees involved in UNESCO programmes, and
address challenges while exploring potential partnerships
among participants to enhance collaboration and effectiveness.

The National Commission also organized an awareness
workshop for vocational and art education supervisors at the
basic education level. The workshop highlighted the efforts of
of cial institutions in preserving cultural heritage in its various
forms and its connection to the SDGs, provided insights into

Success story

JORDAN | Arab States

international conventions rati ed by Jordan, and examined the
processes for preparing World Heritage nomination les for
inscription on the lists of international organizations.

Another awareness workshop was held on the UNESCO
Chairs Programme and the UNITWIN Network for university
professors from public and private universities across Jordan.
The workshop introduced participants to the signi cance,
objectives, and procedures of the UNESCO Chairs Programme,
emphasized its role in strengthening ties between academic
institutions, civil society, and decision-making bodies, and
highlighted its contributions to interdisciplinary collaboration,
knowledge creation, and addressing developmental challenges.

An additional awareness workshop was organized on the
anniversaries with which UNESCO could be associated.
It brought together representatives from various Ministries,
including Education, Higher Education, Youth, Social
Development, Culture, and Tourism. The workshop aimed to
raise awareness of the nomination process for anniversaries
of signi cant gures or events in Jordan, emphasized the
importance of securing global recognition for Jordans
contributions and achievements through UNESCO, and
explained the criteria, conditions, and procedures for submitting
nominations.

The National Commission also prepared the Second National
Report on Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4) for the
years 2020 2023 in collaboration with all relevant stakeholders
involved in achieving this goal. This comprehensive report
outlines Jordans progress and highlights the collaborative
efforts made to improve education and align with SDG4.

The National Commission implemented a project titled Enhancing the Concept of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) among Local Development Staff in Municipalities.
As part of this initiative, three workshops were conducted in Amman, Irbid, and Aqaba in December 2024. The project aimed to strengthen municipalities roles in promoting
ESD hy equipping staff with the necessary knowledge and skills to implement sustainability-focused initiatives. It also facilitated the integration of Jordanian municipalities
into UNESCO s Global Network of Learning Cities, which plays a vital role in advancing sustainable development goals. This initiative emphasized education as a cornerstone
of sustainability, fostering innovation and creativity in local communities while raising awareness about the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Awarenes Workshop on UNESCO s Anniversaries Programme = Jordan National Commission

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The National Commission will continue its efforts to achieve SDG4 in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and other relevant
stakeholders. Plans for 2025 include organizing awareness workshops and specialized meetings with all stakeholders to promote the
preservation of tangible and intangible cultural heritage, as well as other UNESCO programs. In addition, the National Commission
will implement a project titled Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Creativity in Jordanian Universities, supported by UNESCO within
the framework of the Participation Program for 2024 2025. This project aims to educate youth on the importance of entrepreneurship,
innovation, and creativity in addressing current challenges and advancing the SDGs.
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OMAN

Oman National Commission for Education, Culture,
and Science

Chairperson: Ms Madiha bint Ahmed Al Shaibaniya,
Minister of Education

Secretary-General: Mr Mahmood bin Abdullah Al Abri
E-mail: onc@moe.om

Website: onc.moe.gov.om

Summary of activities during 2024

The Oman National Commission implemented numerous
activities and programmes in 2024 in cooperation with
UNESCO and its regional offices, achieving several
accomplishments within the framework of UNESCO. The
Commission participated in forums and conferences organized
by UNESCO, both at the Organizations Headquarters and in

OMAN Arab States

Additionally, the National Coordinator for UNESCO
Associated Schools participated in the rst meeting of the
Governing Board of the International Center for UNESCO
ASPnet (ICUA) in China. Oman also participated in the
International Forum on Policy for Additional Education at the
Organization s Headquarters, the Global Education Meeting
in Brazil, the 19th session of the Intergovernmental Committee
for the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Paraguay, and the International Forum on
the Futures of Education in Suwon, South Korea.

At the local level, the Commission organized a cultural evening
to celebrate the annual recognition of in uential Omani gures
included in the list of the celebration of anniversaries with
which UNESCO is associated. It also hosted the international
conference Heritage Opportunities: Enhancing Safeguarding,
Innovation, and Sustainability, organized by the UNESCO
Chair for World Heritage Management and Sustainable
Tourism in the Arab region, and celebrated World Diversity
Day for Dialogue and Development. Key achievements in
2024 included the inscription of Oman Youth Sail Training Ship

Member States. These included participation in the Conference
on Educational Data and Statistics at UNESCO Headquarters,
the Global Forum on the Ethics of Arti cial Intelligence, and
Omani school students participating in the 5th World Cultural
Heritage Youth Symposium in Greece.

(Sa nat Shabab Oman) programme for peace and sustainable
cultural dialogue as the rst national le in UNESCO Register of
Good Safeguarding Practices. Additionally, three Omani cities
were admitted to UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities.

Success story

OnMay 1 2,2024, Oman hosted the Regional Consultation Meeting for the Secretaries-
General of Arab National Commissions for UNESCO. The meeting was attended in person
by the Secretaries-General of Arab National Commissions, representatives of UNESCO
Field Of ces in the Arab region, and representatives of national entities related to
UNESCO s work. Staff from the Oman National Commission for Education, Culture,
and Science were also in attendance. Meanwhile, of cials from UNESCO Headquarters
and representatives from its Field Of ces in the Arab states participated remotely via
videaconference.

The meeting s main goal was to discuss the contribution of Arab countries to the
preparation of UNESCO Programme and Budget for the 2026 2029 period. It also
aimed to involve Arab countries in shaping UNESCO s future strategies and ensuring
these plans align with the aspirations and development goals of Arab states. The 42nd
General Conference instructed the Director-General to prepare the draft UNESCO
Programme and Budget for 2026 2029, in line with the established timeline. This
process ensures the active participation of the Member States, including Arab countries,
in shaping the Organization s budget and programmes.

Regional Consultation Meeting for the Secretaries-General of Arab National Commissions
for UNESCO, hosted by the Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science
= Oman National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Oman National Commission for Education, Culture, and Science aims to strengthen its presence in international and regional
organizations focused on education, culture, and science. This will help align their programmes with Oman s development plans and
contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and Oman Vision 2040. The Commission is preparing to implement several
plans and programmes for 2025 2026 in collaboration with relevant organizations, especially UNESCO.

Planned initiatives include a workshop on vocational education and entrepreneurship incubators in collaboration with the Ministry of
Labour under the education sector; a workshop to prepare projects for the International Fund for Cultural Diversity (IFCD), marking the
20th anniversary of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005) under the culture
sector; and hosting the rst regional meeting of the Gulf Cooperation Council and Yemen for National Commissions of the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP) in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Water Resources under
the science sector.

In the communication and information sector, the Media and Information Sector will organize a media literacy forum in collaboration with
the UNESCO Regional Of ce in Doha. Additionally, Oman will host the regional meeting for the UNESCO Associated Schools Network
(ASPnet), organized by UNESCO Associated Schools and Youth Clubs, with participation from all Arab countries.

Back to Contents




Arab StateSSBARESTINIENSTATE OF)

The rst programme is the Emergency Support Programme for
PA L E ST I N E Palestinian Students in Egypt. The Commission secured nancial
aid from the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scienti ¢
(STATE O F) Organization (ALECSO) and the Islamic World Educational,
Scienti ¢ and Cultural Organization (ICESCO) to support
Palestinian students from Gaza studying at Egyptian universities

Palestinian National Commission for Education, and institutes. This programme aimed to address their urgent
Culture and Science needs in the face of extraordinary challenges. Additionally,
Chairperson: Mr Ali Zedan Abu Zuhri under the Emergency Assistance Participation Programme

2024-2025 funded by UNESCO, the Commission requested

Secretary-General: Mr Dawas Dawas - -
temporary school tents to ensure the continuity of education for

E-mail: admin@pncecs.plo.ps Palestinian students during crises.

Website: https://www.pncecs.plo.ps/ The second programme is the National Initiative for Education

s £ ivities during 2024 for Sustainable Development, in collaboration with the Ministry
ummary of activities during of Education and Higher Education and the UNESCO Of ce in

During 2024, the Palestinian National Commission for palestine. This initiative brought together multiple stakeholders
Education, Culture, and Science implemented several impactful through a consultative process to develop a comprehensive
projects to address the challenges faced by the Palestinian  national strategy for integrating education and sustainable
people, particularly under the dif cult circumstances they  development. Several workshops and meetings were held to
endure. These initiatives underscore the Commissions  nalize the framework of this initiative, aligning it with national
commitment to UNESCO s mandate and its strategic priorities in - and global sustainability goals.

education, cultural preservation, and sustainable development.

Success story

The Digital Bridges Project was launched as a response to the social and economic challenges facing Gaza, which have disproportionately impacted women. These challenges include
poverty, unemployment, limited educational opportunities, movement restrictions, domestic violence, and the ongoing effects of the Israeli-Palestinian con ict, exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The project aims to combat unemployment by providing women with remote work opportunities, promote community entrepreneurship by fostering local projects, encourage
creativity and innovation to address urgent issues through digital solutions, and empower women economically and socially, contributing to sustainable development. Achievements
include delivering 50 hours of training to 25 women in 21st-century skills, remote work, and entrepreneurship; organizing a hackathon that selected - ve entrepreneurial projects
led by women; establishing a database for graduates to share experiences and solutions to daily challenges; and addressing unemployment and encouraging local entrepreneurship
through digital innovation.

= =)
Participants of the Digital Bridges Project celebrating the completion of training and showcasing their entrepreneurial initiatives
" Palestinian National Commission for Education, Culture and Science

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The State of Palestine actively participated in the regional conference Memory in Heritage: Enhancing Cooperation on Documentary
Heritage in the Arab Region, held on 21 22 January 2025 in Qatar. During the event, Palestine was elected Vice Chair of the Memory
of the World Committee for the Arab Region, focusing on issues related to con icts and natural disasters. This re ects Palestine s role in
fostering Arab and international cooperation to protect documentary heritage.

As part of this effort, the Palestinian National Commission delivered a presentation on Palestinian documentary heritage, emphasizing the
importance of cooperation in safeguarding heritage in con ict zones. The committee also recommended establishing a regional registry
for documenting Arab documentary heritage. In line with national initiatives, the Commission is currently working on establishing the
National Memory of the World Committee, aligning with the recommendation of the Palestinian National Committee for Tangible and
Intangible Heritage established by presidential decree in July 2023.
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SAUDI ARABIA

Saudi National Commission for Education, Culture
and Science

Chairperson: Mr Badr bin Abdullah bin Farhan Al Saud,
Minister of Culture

Secretary-General: Mr Ahmed bin Abdulaziz Alblihed

E-mail: snc@moc.gov.sa
aalblihed@moc.gov.sa

Summary of activities during 2024

Throughout 2024, the Saudi National Commission for
Education, Culture, and Science operated in a pivotal
environment focused on strengthening local and international
cooperation in the elds of education, culture, and science.
The Commission actively contributed to organizing numerous
activities and events that supported the national vision for
education, culture, and science, in collaboration with various
ministries and government agencies, in addition to forming
strong partnerships with international organizations, including
UNESCO.

Success story

One of the most notable success stories implemented by the National Commission in
2024 was organizing the  rst edition of Arab Cultural Week, with the participation of
23 Arab countries. This unique event featured musical performances, dedicated pavilions
for each country, as well as traditional foods and fashion shows representing each

SAUDINARABIAN Arab States

Among the most prominent activities led by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia during 2024 were: leadership in the First Arab
Week, bringing together Arab talents and honoring innovators
in programming and digital innovation; UNESCO accreditation
of Harfa Association as a non-profit organization,
strengthening its role in preserving cultural and artistic heritage;
and registration of cultural and educational initiatives, including
the establishment of the UNESCO Chair in Translating Cultures
(2024), admission of the three cities Madinah, King Abdullah
Economic City, and Al-Ahsa to the UNESCO Global Network
of Learning Cities, nomination of North Riyadh and Salma sites
for the UNESCO Global Geoparks Network, and submission of
Imam Turki bin Abdullah Reserve for the Man and the Biosphere
Programme.

Cultural inscriptions registered on the UNESCO lists in 2024
included Al-Faw Archaeological Area (World Heritage -
Individual), Cultural practices of Taif roses (Intangible Heritage
- Individual), Henna: Rituals & Aesthetic Practices (Intangible
Heritage - Arab Collaboration), and Sesame Machine
(Intangible Heritage - Arab Collaboration). Through new
partnerships, the Commission was able to implement training
programmes and develop projects that contribute to enhancing
competitiveness in the elds of education, culture and science.

participating nation. The event served as an excellent platform for cultural exchange
among Arab countries, providing participants with the opportunity to explore the diverse
heritage and customs of the Arab peoples. The closing ceremony was attended by the
UNESCO Director General, who delivered a speech on the role of culture in strengthening
Arah cooperation and fostering ties between nations.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In the near future, the Saudi National Commission for Education, Culture, and Science will focus on enhancing cooperation and joint
action with both international and regional organizations to achieve national and global goals in the elds of education, culture, and
science. Among the Commission s key future priorities is hosting the Conference of Educational, Cultural, and Scienti ¢ Organizations.
This conference seeks to strengthen cooperation among Member States, facilitate the exchange of expertise, and discuss collaborative
initiatives that support sustainable development in these areas. The event will serve as a platform for exploring ways to promote education,
safeguard cultural heritage, and advance science and technology regionally and globally.
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SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC

Syrian National Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Mr Nazeer Al Khadri, Minister of Education

Secretary-General: Mr Nidal Hassan
E-mail: 7110846@gmail.com

Website: http://www.syriantcom.org.sy

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, within the framework of cooperation between
the Syrian Arab Republic and UNESCO, the National
Commission, in coordination with the ministries concerned
with UNESCO s specializations, focused on building national
capacities and implementing activities aimed at developing
educational, scienti ¢, and technical skills. Syria participated
in key international events, including the first conference
on Educational Statistics in Paris (7 9 February 2024), the
World Conference on Culture and Arts Education in the UAE

Success story

National efforts succeeded in inscribing Aleppo s laurel soap-making on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity during the nineteenth
session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, held in Paraguay from 4 to 12 December 2024. This recognition
honors the traditional art of soap makers in Aleppo throughout the ages, highlighting
the ongoing importance of the laurel soap-making craft, which has roots extending
over 4,000 years. It re ects a part of Syrian cultural identity and the ingenuity of its
people, as this craft has been passed down through generations in Aleppo. The people
of Aleppo have preserved their national identity and provided a legacy that testi es to
the values of sustainability and solidarity. This inscription marks a new achievement and
a success story for Syria, emphasizing the importance of national efforts and the deep
relationship with UNESCO in establishing measures to sustain this element and pass it
on to future generations.

(13 15 February 2024), the thirteenth Global Media and
Information Literacy Week in Jordan (30 31 October 2024),
and the World Education Meeting in Fortaleza, Brazil (31
October 1 November 2024).

At the national level, and in cooperation with the UNESCO
Regional Office in Beirut, the project Supporting and
Enhancing Safe and Inclusive Learning Environments in Syria
by Developing a Document for Minimum Standards for Safe
Schools was initiated. This involved consultative sessions with
stakeholders in the Ministry of Education to review the document
and related guidelines, training of trainers for 30 educational
supervisors from earthquake-affected governorates (Aleppo,
Lattakia, and Hama), capacity-building of 400 educational
practitioners, testing the document in 50 schools, and preparing
a comprehensive report on the pilot project. The rst two steps
were completed in 2024, with the next stages scheduled for
2025.

Virtual participation also included a seminar on Water for
Peace and Prosperity, a seminar on Effective Use of Learning
Data, and a regional workshop on Engaging the Local
Community in Informal Education and Lifelong Learning in the
Arab Region.

Aleppo s Laurel Soap-making
= Ministry of Education of Syrian Arab Republic

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Syrian National Commission for UNESCO is keen to continue cooperation with UNESCO and develop its future prospects in policy-
making and capacity-building across all areas of expertise, ensuring a balance and harmony between UNESCO s priorities and national
needs. In the eld of education, the Ministry of Education reaf rms its commitment to work towards ensuring a bright future for students.
It intends to launch a review and evaluation process for curricula to meet the needs of each educational stage and in a way that re ects
values of freedom and dignity. This includes emphasizing the priority of implementing educational transformation measures, developing
systems, investing more equitably and ef ciently, activating the Green Education Partnership initiative, and improving the circumstances of
teachers work. It also addresses the requirements for preserving and protecting Syrian cultural heritage in tangible and intangible elds,
promoting a culture of dialogue, raising awareness within the individual and the local community, engaging youth, and developing their
educational, scienti c, cultural, technological and media skills to ensure the achievement of sustainable development goals.
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UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

United Arab Emirates National Commission for
Education, Culture and Science

Chairperson: Mr Sheikh Salem Al Qassimi, Minister of
Culture

Secretary-General: Ms Ebtesam Al Zaabi
E-mail: uaenatcomecs@moc.gov.ae

Website: https://mcy.gov.ae/en/

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the National Commission participated in the
workshop Subsequent Process for Nomination Forms and
Periodic Reports of the Arab MAB Programme, organized
by the Fujairah Environment Authority in collaboration with
UNESCO, re ecting the UAE s role in the Arab MAB Network s
Executive Committee following the 2023 elections. The
UNESCO World Conference on Culture and Arts Education
2024 took place in Abu Dhabi, marking a significant
contribution to global arts education and bringing together
Culture and Education Ministers from around the world, who
adopted a UNESCO Framework for Culture and Arts Education.

Success story

During 2024, the National Commission played a key role alongside the Permanent
Delegation of the UAE to UNESCO in the election of the United Arab Emirates to UNESCO s
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage
for the 2024 2028 term. This marked the UAE s second term on the Committee and
re ected the country s continued dedication to preserving intangible cultural heritage
and its growing in uence on the global cultural stage. Throughout the year, the UAE, in
collaboration with various stakeholders, further strengthened its leadership by inscribing
16 elements on UNESCO s Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage, showcasing the richness
and diversity of its cultural heritage. A notable achievement was successfully leading the
multinational nomination Falconry, involving 24 countries, which demonstrated the
UAE s ability to foster international collaboration and protect shared cultural heritage.

The UAE was elected a member of the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage during the 10th session of the General Assembly
of States Parties to the Convention. The 8th UNESCO-
Hamdan Prize for Teacher Development ceremony honored
three innovators for their contributions to enhancing teacher
performance and transforming education. The rst Arab Week
at UNESCO Headquarters featured interactive sessions,
showcasing the UAE s cultural heritage, with the opening
ceremony attended by H.E. Dr. Ali bin Tamim, Chairman of
the Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre. The UAE s cultural
heritage was also recognized with the inclusion of Henna in
UNESCO s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

As part of the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul initiative, the
Monastery of the Clock was reconstructed and handed over
to the Dominican Order on 31 May 2024, while Al-Tahera
Church underwent full reconstruction and was handed over to
the Christian Endowment Of ce in September 2024. The UAE
also participated in the 19th session of the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage
in Paraguay in December 2024 and submitted its Quadrennial
Periodic Report within the 2005 Convention in September
2024, highlighting 255 cultural initiatives and 140 stakeholder
collaborations.

UAE Wins Bid for Membership of UNESCO s Intergovernmental Committee
for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage * United Arab Emirates
National Commission for Education, Culture and Science

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The National Commission prioritizes the establishment of strategic partnerships locally to support its active engagement with UNESCO
and will collaborate with local and global partners to achieve its goals.

The National Commission aims to explore available training and employment opportunities at UNESCO. This effort focuses on identifying
key opportunities for UAE nationals to engage in UNESCO s initiatives and contribute to global cultural and educational advancements,
participating in international efforts to secure quality education, culture and science, enhancing innovative and sustainable initiatives
linking science and Al, sharing the best practices and new ideas in cultural education, supporting dialogue and creative industries at

UNESCO.

The UAE seeks to strengthen collaboration in the Natural Sciences sector and enhance participation in major related events.

Joint efforts will be undertaking to preserve intangible and tangible cultural heritage, including new technologies for digitizing artifacts,
and promoting cross-cultural understanding through educational programmes.

The National Commission will be working on the following nominations for inscription on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Lists:
Arabic Kohl (2025), Zaffa in traditional marriage (2025), Bisht (men's Abaa) : skills and practices (2025), Al Ahalla, a living performing

arts in the United Arab Emirates, national
Practices, Skills, and Performing Arts (2026).

le (2025), Al Saa yat, national

le (2026), The Oud instrument : The Oud Instrument :
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AUSTRALIA

Australian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Kate Wallace
Secretary-General: Ms Jasmina Aleksic
E-mail: natcom.unesco@dfat.gov.au

Website: https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/
international-organisations/un/unesco/Pages/australian-
national-commission-for-unesco

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Australian National Commission for UNESCO
supported a range of initiatives that re ected its commitment
to UNESCO s mission across education, culture, and science.

Success story

The Australian National Commission for UNESCO proudly supported the successful
nomination of the Paci ¢ Manuscripts Bureau for the UNESCO/Jikji Memory of
the World Prize. The Bureau has a longstanding mission aligned with the Memory
of the World programme, working to preserve Paci ¢ countries history, heritage,
and culture from the severe effects of climate change, such as rising sea levels and
extreme weather conditions. Through copying archives, rare, printed materials,
photographs, and manuscripts, the Bureau ensures that Paci ¢ documentary heritage
is safeguarded and made accessible to a wider audience.

These included community engagement in various UNESCO
initiatives, such as the UNESCO Chair/UNITWIN programme
and UNESCO awards. The Commission supported the webinar
Culture in Emergencies in the Paci c¢ Region, convened by
the University of Technology Sydney s UNESCO Chair in
International Law and Cultural Heritage and the UNESCO-
UNITWIN Network on Culture in Emergencies. It also oversaw
Australia s periodic report on the implementation of the 1954
Hague Convention and its two Protocols (1954 and 1999).
Other signi cant highlights of the year included the 2024
UNESCO Creative Cities of Crafts and Folk Art Annual Meeting
held in Ballarat, as well as the successful nomination of the
Paci ¢ Manuscripts Bureau for the UNESCO/Jikji Memory of
the World Prize.

Their efforts have had a global impact, making Paci ¢ cultural and historical records
available to universities, libraries, academics, researchers, and students across the
world. Importantly, the Bureau has also emphasized bringing this heritage back to
Paci ¢ communities through eldwork, allowing villagers to access archives and view
photographs of their ancestors, even in cases where internet access is unavailable.
This initiative has strengthened both local knowledge and cultural continuity, while
amplifying global awareness of Paci ¢ heritage.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Looking forward, the Australian National Commission has identi ed several areas of priority. These include supporting Australia s term
on the UNESCO Executive Board 2023 2027, engaging and collaborating with Paci ¢ National Commissions on shared priorities,
and facilitating community access to UNESCO awards, Creative Cities, and UNITWIN/Chairs programmes. Another important focus is
to continue convening and supporting government departments and agencies responsible for developing policy on UNESCO matters,
ensuring that Australia s contributions remain aligned with both national strategies and UNESCO s global goals.
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CAMBODIA

Cambodian National Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Ms Phoeurng Sackona

Secretary-General: Ms Sareth Sreychanraksmey
E-mail: cambonac@gmail.com

Website: https://natcom.cambodia.gov.kh

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Cambodian National Commission for UNESCO,
with the support of the UNESCO Phnom Penh Office,
successfully implemented several initiatives across education,
culture, and heritage. A consultative workshop was conducted
to gather input from ministries, institutions, and stakeholders in
preparation for the periodic reporting on the 2005 Convention
for the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions.

CAMBODIA

Commission worked on preparing the periodic report on the
status of Chapei Dang Veng, which was inscribed on the Urgent
Safeguarding List in 2016. This effort contributed directly to the
implementation of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

In October, the Commission organized a workshop to update
the tentative list of potential sites for World Heritage inscription,
focusing on the importance of existing sites and exploring new
candidates. In November, it hosted a temporary exhibition on
traditional ceramics making in Cambodia, aiming to preserve
and promote intangible cultural heritage at risk of being lost.
This exhibition engaged students and the younger generation,
encouraging appreciation of traditional craftsmanship.

Under the 2024 2025 Participation Programme, Cambodia
received funding for four projects: fossil and stratigraphy
identification; research, compilation, and exhibition of
intangible heritage focusing on traditional festivals around
Sambor Prei Kuk in Kampong Thom Province; digital cultural
heritage education for children; and the development of a

and the Paci c

management model for tourist attractions in Angkor Borei,

In partnership with the Directorate General of Techniques for  15ke0 Province.

Cultural Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, the

Success story Programme. It also reinforced the importance of memory institutions in preserving

A notable success story was the organization of a consultative workshop in 2023 on ~ cultural heritage for future generations.

the development of application forms and instructions for listing heritage documents
in the National Memory of the World Register. This initiative, carried out with the
working group of the Secretariat of the National Committee for the Memory of
the World, aimed to establish clear guidelines and forms for registering heritage
documents.

The workshop brought together national and international experts, including Ms
Linh Anh Moreau, Consultant on Documentary Heritage at UNESCO Bangkok, and
Acting Secretary-General of MOWCAP, and H.E. Dr Helen Jarvis, Adviser to the Royal
Government of Cambodia and Chair of the MOWCAP Register Sub-Committee. By
creating a space for dialogue and collaboration, the event enabled participants to
gain a deeper understanding of the registration process while contributing to the
development of standardized forms and instructions.

The consultative workship on Developing an application form and
guidelines for nominating documentary heritage to the National Memory of
the World Register. = Cambodia National Commission for UNESCO

This collaborative effort enhanced Cambodia s ability to safeguard its documentary
heritage while strengthening its participation in the global Memory of the World

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

For the years 2025 2026, the Cambodian National Commission has outlined several priority areas in alignment with UNESCO s
mandate. It plans to co-organize subregional and regional activities focusing on capacity building, youth empowerment, and advancing
education, science, and culture. Proposed initiatives include regional workshops to enhance educators digital competencies and reduce
disparities in access to education, particularly in rural and underserved communities.

The Commission also aims to support cultural heritage preservation through strengthened partnerships with neighboring National
Commissions, emphasizing community-led heritage preservation efforts, especially in intangible cultural heritage and its transmission to
younger generations. Youth engagement will be central, with interregional initiatives planned to empower young people with skills for
climate action and sustainable environmental practices.

In addition, the Commission plans to co-organize subregional capacity-building workshops with other National Commissions to strengthen
collective expertise and ensure more effective implementation of shared initiatives. By focusing on these areas, the Cambodian National
Commission seeks to enhance collaboration within the UNESCO network, foster multi-stakeholder partnerships, and achieve sustainable
outcomes that align with UNESCO s strategic objectives.
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Asia
and the Paci c

PAKISTAN

Pakistan National Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Mr Khalid Magbool Siddiqui

Secretary-General: Mr Aftab Muhammad Khan
E-mail: pncuibd@dsl.net.pk
Website: https://www.pncu.gov.pk

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Pakistan National Commission was actively
involved in initiatives advancing education, culture, and
international collaboration. On 27 December 2024, it
participated in Enikki Festa 2024 in collaboration with the
Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA) and the National
College of Arts (NCA), conducting the artwork selection
process for childrens submissions. A distinguished jury
shortlisted eight artworks, which were then forwarded to the
Festa Secretariat for further international evaluation.

On 11 December, the Secretary-General of the Commission
attended the 4th International Conference on Distance
Education and E-Learning, hosted by the International Islamic
University in Islamabad. This conference explored innovative

Success story

e-learning methods and the future of education in the digital
age. On 10 December, the Commission hosted H.E. Dr. Khaled
El-Enany and H.E. Dr. Ihab Abdel Hamid, Ambassador of
Egypt, fostering stronger bilateral ties and opportunities for
cultural and educational collaboration.

In education and health, the Commission collaborated with
ICESCO to organize a three-day Workshop on Health and
Hygiene for Basic Education Community Schools (BECS)
teachers from 3 5 December 2024. The workshop promoted
essential health practices to help teachers integrate hygiene
and health education into classrooms. On 19 November 2024,
the Secretary-General met with Dr. Mukhtar, Vice-Chancellor
of the National Skill University Islamabad, to discuss future
cooperation in skills development and vocational education.

The Commission also participated in the UNESCO Regional
Workshop on Fighting the lllicit Traf cking of Cultural Property,
held in Almaty, Kazakhstan, from 30 October to 1 November
2024. The workshop addressed illegal traf cking of cultural
artifacts and explored protective strategies for cultural heritage.

In line with its mission, numerous projects on education, culture,
science, and communications are underway, demonstrating
Pakistan s commitment to fostering international cooperation
and aligning with UNESCO s global initiatives.

The Enikki Festa 2024, held on 27 December, was a notable success for the Commission. In collaboration with PNCA and NCA, it conducted the artwork selection process for
children s submissions. Eight artworks were shortlisted by a jury and submitted to the Festa Secretariat for international screening. This initiative re ects Pakistan s commitment
to showcasing young talent on the global stage and contributing to intercultural dialogue.

Artwork selection process for Enikki Festa 2024 conducted by the Pakistan National Commission in collaboration with
the Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA) and the National College of Arts (NCA) = Pakistan National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Commission is committed to advancing UNESCO s objectives in Pakistan and globally, with future priorities focused on Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD), preservation of cultural heritage, and capacity building. Employee development will be a central focus,
with plans for an exchange programme to provide staff with international exposure and enhance cross-cultural learning. Proposals will also
be submitted for participation in UNESCO training and capacity-building programmes, equipping staff to implement UNESCO s global
policies in Pakistan.

Active participation in UNESCO s international programmes, particularly in sustainable development, cultural preservation, and scienti ¢
cooperation, will also be prioritized. This will ensure Pakistan s leadership in shaping global initiatives and contributing to international
dialogue on pressing challenges.

Through these initiatives, the PNCU seeks to strengthen its role in advancing UNESCO s mission, ensuring that Pakistan plays an active and
in uential part in global peace building, cultural dialogue, and sustainable development efforts. Building stronger partnerships, both locally
and internationally, will be key to realizing these goals. By investing in its people and fostering international cooperation, the PNCU aims
to continue its important work in promoting UNESCO s values across Pakistan.
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SINGAPORE

Singapore National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Edwin Tong, Minister of Culture,
Community and Youth

Secretary-General: Mr Lee Tung Jean
E-mail: mccy_unesco@mccy.gov.sg

Website: www.mccy.gov.sg/sector/unesco-snc

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, Singapore continued its active engagement with
UNESCO and advanced its contributions in the elds of culture,
education, and bioethics. A key highlight was the successful
multinational inscription of Kebaya: Knowledge, Skills,
Traditions and Practices onto the UNESCO Representative
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in December
2024, together with Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia,
and Thailand. That same month, Singapore also submitted

Success story

Singapore undertook various initiatives to sustain interest in the multinational
nomination of kebaya with Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and
Thailand, and to promote kebaya as a form of shared heritage.

One highlight was the Love, Kebaya travelling exhibition which showcased various
kebaya designs from six local craftspersons. It featured the different types of kebaya
from Singapore and the region worn in contemporary times, and including those worn
by the Malay, Peranakan and Eurasian communities. Since April 2023, the exhibition
had travelled to 10 locations across the island, including the National Museum of
Singapore, Gardens by the Bay, integrated public spaces such as Our Tampines Hub
and Wisma Geylang Serai, as well as shopping malls like Bugis Junction, and i12
Katong, attracting more than 400,000 visitors to date. Talks and workshops related
to kebaya and featuring the kebaya community were also conducted at some of
these locations.

Some of these kebayas were also displayed in a joint showcase with the four
other nominating countries in Asuncion, Paraguay, on the side of the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee session where kebaya was successfully inscribed onto
UNESCO s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

its Periodic Report to UNESCO on safeguarding efforts for
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). Prior to the report submission,
of cers from the National Heritage Board participated in a
UNESCO-ICHCAP training workshop and follow-up sessions
designed for focal points preparing the report.

In the education sector, Singapore played a substantial role as
a Gateway country under the UNESCO/UNICEF Gateways
to Public Digital Learning initiative. In October 2024, the
Ministry of Education represented Singapore at the Gateways
Study Visit in Bali, Indonesia, where it shared experiences on
building and enhancing digital platforms to improve quality
and equity in education.

Singapore also remained actively engaged in UNESCO s
Bioethics Programme. Emeritus Professor Lee Eng Hin, serving
on the International Bioethics Committee (IBC), was involved
in advancing work on the ethics of synthetic biology and
delivered a presentation during the joint session of the IBC and
the Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee (IGBC). Singapore s
IGBC representative, Mr Charles Lim, also contributed actively
during the joint session.

Highlights of Singapore s kebaya initiatives
" National Heritage Board Singapore 2024

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In the cultural domain, Singapore will continue building its inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage elements and work with Malaysia
on the joint nomination of Chingay: a street parade that showcases multiculturalism, traditions, and artistic displays of communities for
inscription on the UNESCO Representative List, with the le to be submitted by the end of March 2025.

On the education front, Singapore s Ministry of Education will continue to support UNESCO s education programmes and activities and
will work with UNESCO via regional platforms such as ASEAN and the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organisation (SEAMEO),
alongside other member countries, to collectively improve education in the region.

In the sciences, Singapore s Bioethics Advisory Committee (BAC) will continue to support UNESCO s Bioethics Programme through its
participation in the IBC and IGBC. These engagements allow BAC to contribute to global discussions on standards setting and emerging
bioethical issues and share Singapore s expertise and perspectives on bioethical issues speci c to the region. BAC will also explore
opportunities to collaborate with and support UNESCO s capacity-building programmes through its Asian Bioethics Network. Through
these efforts, BAC seeks to advance ethical frameworks that align with global developments while addressing regional needs.
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The Thai National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Permpoon Chidchob, Minister of
Education

Secretary-General: Mr Phichet Phophakdee
E-mail: thainatcom@sueksa.go.th

Website: www.bic.moe.go.th

Summary of activities during 2024

Throughout 2024, the Thai National Commission operated in
a dynamic environment marked by strong collaborations with
national and regional partners, as well as UNESCO Field
Of ces. These partnerships played a pivotal role in advancing
the Commissions mandate to promote inclusive, sustainable,
and peaceful development through education, culture, and
science.

A highlight of the year was the Regional Policy Dialogue and
Launch of the Recommendation on Education for Peace,
Human Rights and Sustainable Development in Asia-Paci c,
co-hosted with the UNESCO Regional Of ce in Bangkok from
5-7 June 2024. This event fostered a shared commitment
among stakeholders to achieve a healthier, more inclusive, and
peaceful Asia-Paci c region, guided by UNESCO s principles.

THAILAND

The National Commissions engagement with the UNESCO
Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC) demonstrated
its dedication to lifelong learning. In 2024, Bangkok, Khon
Kaen, and Yala were successfully nominated and selected as
new GNLC members, emphasizing Thailand s readiness to
champion education and sustainable development at the city
level.

Furthering regional cooperation, the Workshop for Education
Officials of Southeast Asian Ministries of Education on
Suf ciency Economy Philosophy for Education (SEP-ED) was
held in Chiang Rai from 18-21 June 2024. Co-organized
with SEAMEO SEPS, it introduced the SEP framework and
highlighted best practices, aligning Thai education with the
SDGs.

Relating to the international participation, the National
Commission participated in the UNESCO International Forum
on the Future of Education 2024, held from 2-4 December 2024
in Suwon, Republic of Korea, to share ideas and perspectives
on developing a new social contract for future education under
the theme Renewing the Social Contract for Education .

In addition to supporting the visibility of global projects,
the National Commission is partnering with UNESCO and
Huawei through the UNESCO-Huawei Funds-in-Trust project
on Technology-enabled Open Schools for All (Phase 2).
This initiative supports Thailand s education through policy
development, digital platforms, teacher training, and learning

and the Paci c

equipment.

Success story

A major cultural achievement was the inscription of Tom Yum Kung on UNESCO s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on 3 December  §
2024, during the 19th session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Asunci n, Paraguay. This
recognition underscores the global importance of Thailand s culinary heritage and
highlights its deep cultural roots in agricultural traditions along rivers and canals.
Tom Yum Kung exempli  es simplicity, harmony with nature, and health-conscious
food practices, making it a distinctive representation of Thai cultural identity. This
achievement is a source of pride and enhances international awareness of Thailand s
intangible cultural heritage.

Additionally, on 4 December 2024, Thailand joined Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Singapore in the successful multinational inscription of Kebaya:
Knowledge, Skills, Traditions and Practices on UNESCO s Representative List. This
cooperative nomination highlights shared heritage and demonstrates Thailand s active
role in promoting regional cultural cooperation.

Delegates participating in a eld visit during the Regional Policy Dialogue
and Launch of the Recommendation on Education for Peace,
Human Rights and Sustainable Development in Asia-Paci ¢
“Thai National Commission and UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Looking ahead, the Thai National Commission has planned the Learning, Sharing, and Networking for the UNESCO GNLC and UCCN
Membership workshop under the Participation Programme 2024-2025. This initiative aims to enhance understanding of UNESCO
membership criteria, build capacity among potential candidates, and foster knowledge-sharing and networking.

The National Commission will host a two-day seminar and workshop to support city representatives and provincial education of cers in
understanding membership requirements, assessing readiness, and preparing strong applications for the Creative Cities Network (UCCN)
and Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC). Participants will gain insights from case studies, share experiences, and engage in peer
reviews to improve their applications success rate.

This initiative aligns with UNESCO s mandate to promote education, culture, and sustainable development while addressing capacity-
building needs in Thailand. To ensure its success, the National Commission will collaborate with the UNESCO Regional Of ce in Bangkok
and other relevant agencies, leveraging their expertise and resources to enhance the effectiveness of the workshop.

The National Commission is dedicated to co-organizing activities that strengthen partnerships and support sustainable development goals
in collaboration with UNESCO programme sectors and stakeholders.
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TIMOR-LESTE

Timor-Leste National Commission for UNESCO
(TLNCU)

Secretary-General: Mr Luis Nivio de Fatima Soares

E-mail: re_nivio@yahoo.com

Website: https://natcomunesco.gov.tl/

Summary of activities during 2024

In 2024, the Timor-Leste National Commission for UNESCO
advanced its mission in education, science, culture, and
communication through collaborative initiatives and resource
mobilization. Partnerships with government institutions, civil
society, and the UNESCO Jakarta Of ce played an essential
role in implementing projects. Key achievements included the
Workshop on the Tentative List of World Heritage of Timor-Leste,

Success story

which engaged stakeholders in cultural heritage preservation,
and the workshop for nominating Nino Konis Santana National
Park to UNESCO s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme,
reinforcing national priorities for conservation and sustainable
development.

The Commission also implemented projects to safeguard
intangible cultural heritage, notably the ICH Fund for Tais,
Timor-Leste s traditional textile. Work with ICHCAP further
supported documentation and preservation. In education,
collaboration with the Korean National Commission through the
Bridge Project enhanced literacy and life skills. Additionally, the
World Science Day Camping Event, supported by SANTOS,
promoted STEM education, while an Astronomy Workshop
for Teachers, in partnership with IAU-OAD, expanded science
teaching capacity. Funding was secured through the national
budget, UNESCO Participation Programme, and donor support,
ensuring successful implementation of projects across sectors.

One of the most impactful initiatives in 2024 was the workshop for the nomination of Nino Konis Santana National Park as a UNESCO biosphere reserve, held from 7 9 August
in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture and UNESCO Jakarta. This workshop produced a concrete action plan for nomination, highlighting the government s dedication
to biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. UNESCO s eventual recognition will enhance the park s ecological value and international visibility.

Another signi cant achievement was the Urgent Safeguarding Plan for Tais. Over two and a half years, this project boosted community engagement and appreciation for Tais
weaving traditions, while also expanding its economic potential. Recognized as Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, Tais has become central to cultural
promotion through fairs, exhibitions, and national celebrations, and is now widely used in formal ceremonies. Beyond heritage preservation, the initiative has transformed

Tais into a growing industry, providing livelihoods and supporting rural economies.

-

Workshop participants gathered for the nomination of Nino Konis Santana National Park as a UNESCO biosphere reserve, organized by the Timor-Leste
National Commission in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and UNESCO Jakarta " Timor-Leste National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Timor-Leste National Commission aims to continue its work in education, science, and culture by strengthening regional and
international cooperation. Although scal constraints prevent major activities in 2025, the Commission intends to co-organize subregional,
regional, and interregional initiatives in 2026 and 2027. Key goals include fostering knowledge exchange, advancing cultural

preservation, and enhancing capacity building.

Collaboration with UNESCO, international partners, and other National Commissions will be central to these priorities. By aligning
national development goals with UNESCO s mandate, the Commission seeks to further Timor-Leste s role within the global UNESCO
community, ensuring sustainable development and stronger regional dialogue.
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ARMENIA

Armenian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Ararat Mirzoyan,
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Secretary-General: Mr Davit Knyazyan
E-mail: unesco@mfa.am

Website: www.mfa.am

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the National Commission continued its operation
in a challenging environment characterized by the promotion
of identity-based hate, xenophobia, destruction, desecration,
and alteration of the identity of cultural and religious heritage.

The Commission facilitated the successful implementation
of the project on the inclusion of forcibly displaced refugee
children in the education process through promoting their
psycho-social resilience, implemented in the framework of the
UNESCO Participation Programme.

On 15-17 June 2025, Armenia welcomed the delegation
headed by UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Education,
Stefania Giannini. The delegation was received by the Minister
of Education, Science, Culture and Sport of Armenia, and an

From 16 to 22 June 2025, Armenia hosted the UNESCO
expert mission in the framework of which two workshops were
held: one on providing technical guidance on the management
and funding of vocational education and training in the eld
of information and communication technologies, and another
on implementing a technical tool for skills pro ling and job-
seeking intended for forcibly displaced people and citizens
seeking employment. In parallel, VET-related bilateral meetings
with stakeholders were organized. tradition,” nominated by
the Republic of Armenia, on the UNESCO List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

In March, the National Commission facilitated the mission
of experts from Matenadaran, the Institute of Ancient
Manuscripts, to the Center for the Digitization of Oriental
Manuscripts in Erbil, within the framework of the UNESCO
agship programme Revive the Spirit of Mosul.

In April, cultural events dedicated to the centennial birthday
of Sergey Parajanov, eminent Armenian Im director, were
organized at UNESCO Headquarters.

As part of The Birth of Crafts project, dedicated to the 20™
anniversary of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding
of Intangible Cultural Heritage, six short animation Ims were
created depicting the crafts practiced in Armenia from ancient
times to the present day.

As part of The Birth of Crafts project, dedicated to the 20"
anniversary of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding

extensive range of programmes in the eld of higher education
and vocational education, including issues related to the right
to education of refugees, were discussed.

of Intangible Cultural Heritage, six short animation Ims were
created depicting the crafts practiced in Armenia from ancient
times to the present day.

Success story

On 28-29 October 2025, Armenia hosted the International Meeting on the Protection and
Restoration of Cultural Heritage with New and Emerging Technologies, dedicated to the 701
anniversary of the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Con ict and the 25" anniversary of its 1999 Second Protocol.

The meeting brought together nearly 40 eminent international experts, together with
representatives of international intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
including senior of cials from UNESCO, ICOMOS, the Blue Shield, ALIPH, Europa Nostra,
WMF, UNOSAT, and UNESCO HIST.

The meeting was organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, the Armenian
National Commission for UNESCO, and the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports
of Armenia, in cooperation with UNESCO.

During two days of interactive discussions, participants addressed perspectives in the eld of
cultural heritage protection through emerging technologies and innovative solutions. They
showcased practical possibilities and recorded achievements of the application of advanced
technologies for the preservation of cultural values.

Showcasing of new technologies application in safeguarding and restoration
of cultural heritage, TUMO Center ® Davtyan Olga (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Armenia)

Participants also had the opportunity to become acquainted with the latest technological opportunities available in Matenadaran, the Institute of Ancient Manuscripts, and
the TUMO Center for Creative Technologies for cultural heritage preservation, highlighting the best practices of Armenian specialists.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The National Commission will continue to prioritize the educational needs and the preservation of the intangible cultural heritage of
refugees, as well as the protection of Armenia s millennia-old heritage in the region. To address these urgent issues, Armenia will work
closely with UNESCO, seeking effective solutions and support.

Another priority eld will be the reinforcement of the protection, monitoring, and restoration of cultural heritage through advanced
technologies such as digitization, 3D scanning, satellite imaging, and Al.

In this context, the National Commission will facilitate the new mission of the Matenadaran Restoration Department team to the Center
for the Digitization of Oriental Manuscripts in Erbil within the framework of the UNESCO programme Revive the Spirit of Mosul and
will explore the possibility of providing similar assistance to other countries in con ict or post-con ict situations.

Armenia, as a member of the Executive Board of UNESCO, remains committed to the promotion of global peace, development, and
effective multilateralism through the pillars of the Organization education, science, and culture. In its capacity as co-chair of the
UNESCO Group of Friends of Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Armenia will also continue to promote the further strengthening
of programmes in favour of SIDS.
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AUSTRIA

Austrian Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Ms Sabine Haag
Secretary-General: Mr Martin Fritz
E-mail: oeuk@unesco.at

Website: www.unesco.at

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the Austrian Commission for UNESCO continued
to operate as an independent association advising federal,
regional, and local authorities as well as NGOs on the
implementation of UNESCO s objectives. It served as a link
between UNESCO and national partner institutions while
informing the public about UNESCO s programmes.

The Commission placed particular focus on culture,
strengthening strategic partnerships to enhance the visibility of
intangible cultural heritage and fostering new collaborations,
with special emphasis on highlighting the diversity of ICH in
Austria. Initiatives for the digitalization of ICH were advanced,
while challenges of preferential treatment for the Global South
and artistic freedom within the context of the 2005 Convention
were addressed. As the acting office of the Conference
of Austrian World Heritage Sites, the Commission also
maintained close exchanges with site managements, national
stakeholders, and civil society.

Success story

During 2024, the Austrian Commission for UNESCO notably strengthened its
activities in the eld of communication and information. In cooperation with
the science and education departments, two series of public events  Rethinking
Media and Information Literacy: A Focus on Arti cial Intelligence and (Quality)
Media, Journalism and Algorithms  addressed current challenges for media
and information literacy on the one hand, and the changes in media landscapes
and journalistic work brought about by arti cial intelligence on the other.

Additionally, the Commission organized three expert roundtables designed =

to strengthen media policies in Austria. The roundtables focused on Media
Diversity and Democracy, Media Financing and Journalism Funding, and
Media Policy in the Context of Emerging Technologies. These formats met with
strong interest from both the public and experts. In total, more than 300 people
from civil society, academia, and public administration participated. Within the
framework of these projects, the Commission established new cooperations
and partnerships, which in the medium and long term hold great potential for
strengthening UNESCO s visibility and contributing to its goals, particularly in
the areas of media diversity, plurality, and media and information literacy.

AUSTRIA North Amer ca

In the eld of education, the Commission concentrated on
SDG 10 through workshops, lectures, and teacher and
adult education training. A publication on the intersection
of transformative education, global citizenship education,
and education for sustainable development was prepared
by the Advisory Committee Transformative Education/Global
Citizenship Education. The Commission also coordinated the
Austrian ASPnet, including its annual conference, student
workshops, and the provision of educational materials on the
SDGs, human rights, and Al literacy.

In science, the Commission strengthened the national UNESCO
Chairs Network by holding its annual meeting and producing
a podcast series. It managed the Advisory Committee on the
Ethics of Al and organized awareness-raising events on Al
in the context of migration as well as Al and journalism. The
Commission also strengthened UNESCO Global Geoparks
and Biosphere Reserves in Austria.

With regard to youth, the Commission coordinated the Youth
Advisory Committee, focusing on education for sustainable
development with the aim of re ecting on developments in the
context of SDG 4.7 from a youth perspective. A new youth
representative was selected for the 2024 2026 term.

In communication and information, the Commission organized
events and workshop series on Journalism and Al as well as
Al literacy, and hosted expert discussions on media diversity,
media freedom, and media viability in Austria.

Panel Discussion: Loss of trust in media  what role does Al play?, December 11,

2024, joint event of Austrian, German and Swiss National Commissions * OEUK/APA-

Fotoservice/Rudolph

Future priorities and possibilities for join work

Together with the Netherlands National Commission, the Austrian Commission is initiating a networking project among European
National Commissions to strengthen exchange and cooperation at the expert level in the eld of World Heritage. The main goal is to
create an experts network, learn from success stories in promoting the implementation of the World Heritage Convention at national
and regional levels, and identify potential elds of collaboration. If feasible, the network may be expanded to other regions. A rst
online meeting is scheduled for February 2025, and a side event on National Commission engagement in World Heritage is envisaged
for the 48" Session of the World Heritage Committee in So a, Bulgaria.

In cooperation with the German and Swiss National Commissions, the Austrian Commission will also mark the 20" anniversary of the
2005 Convention by producing an animated video, to be released in autumn 2025.

The Education Department will focus in 2025 and 2026 on linguistic diversity, with particular attention to national minority languages.
In line with UNESCO s World Atlas of Languages, publications and events are planned in cooperation with other National Commissions.
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National Commission of the Republic of
Azerbaijan for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Jeyhun Bayramov, Minister of Foreign
Affairs

Secretary-General: Mr Seymur Fataliyev, Ambassador-at Large
E-mail: unesco@mfa.gov.az
Website: www.unesco.az

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the National Commission of the Republic of
Azerbaijan for UNESCO celebrated its 30™ anniversary. In this
regard, a number of projects were implemented during the year
both in Azerbaijan and abroad.

On May 1, a meeting was held at the Baku Congress Center
between the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Chairperson of the
National Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr.
Jeyhun Bayramov, and UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General
for Social and Human Sciences, Ms. Gabriela Ramos, within the
framework of the 6th World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue.

On 16 May 2024, the 10th meeting of the National Commissions
for UNESCO of the member countries of TURKSOY was held in
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. During the event, Azerbaijan handed
over the presidency of the National Commissions for UNESCO of
the TURKSOY member countries to Turkmenistan.

Success story

The National Commission supported the 2" edition of the
Regional Meeting of African National Commissions for UNESCO,
entitled Challenges and Opportunities of Regional Cooperation
for Sustainable Development and the Promotion of Peace in Africa,
held in Luanda, Angola, from 18 to 20 June 2024.

On December 13, the international conference Mapping the
World in Lexicography: The 950" Anniversary of Diwan Lughat al-
Turk was held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. This conference
was organized by the Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation
on the initiative of the National Commissions of Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, T rkiye, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and
Hungary for UNESCO, together with the Permanent Delegations
of these countries.

The National Commission, with the support of the Embassy of
Azerbaijan in the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg and the Representation of Azerbaijan to the European
Union, donated rare exhibits of tar, kamancha, and gaval to the
Museum of Musical Instruments under the auspices of the Royal
Museums of Art and History of Belgium. These instruments are
integral to the performance of Azerbaijani mugham, a genre
recognized by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

During 2024, with the Commissions support, Swedish
photographer and filmmaker Mikael Silkeberg presented
documentaries titled Odin Code and In the Footsteps of Noah. In
addition, the book Intercultural Dialogue, Pluralism, and Cultural
Diversity: The Azerbaijani Model, published with the joint
support of the National Commission for UNESCO and the Baku
International Multiculturalism Center, was released in Arabic.

The International Conference on Studying and Preserving the Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Turkic World  From the Perspective of UNESCO was co-organized by the
National Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan for UNESCO, the International Turkic Academy, the Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation, the Turkish National Commission

for UNESCO, and ADA University. It was held on 14 15 March 2024, in Baku.

The President of the UNESCO General Conference, Simona-Mirela Miculescu, greeted the participants via video message. Later, participants visited an exhibition organized by
the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences on the occasion of the 950 anniversary of D w nLugh tal-Turk, which is considered cultural heritage of the entire Turkic world.

Four sessions were held during the ~ rst day of the conference, covering national strategies and approaches for preserving cultural heritage in the Turkic world, cooperation among
Turkic organizations in the preservation, documentation, and dissemination of cultural heritage, innovative approaches and essential tasks for preservation, and cooperation of
National Commissions in cultural heritage preservation. On the second day, roundtable discussions further advanced collaboration among National Commissions.

The international conference on "Studying and Preserving the Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Turkic World - From the Perspective of UNESCO"
= Azerbaijan National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The National Commission will co-host the third phase of the Capacity-Building Programme for General Secretaries and Representatives of
National Commissions for UNESCO in African countries, to be held in Baku together with UNESCO and the Institute of Diplomacy and

Development of ADA University.

The Commission also intends to continue its cooperation with National Commissions of respective Member States, strengthening
international dialogue and joint initiatives in UNESCO s elds of competence.
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Under the Commissions patronage, active work was
B E LA R U S undertaken to monitor the conservation of the transboundary
World Heritage Site Bialowieza Forest (Belarus/Poland).
Together with the Ministry of Education, the Commission

National Commission of the Republic of Belarus coordinated the activities of Belarusian ASPnet schools,
for UNESCO including the annual conference and events aimed at
Chairperson: Mr Maxim Ryzhenkov, Minister of Foreign promoting Education for Sustainable Development.

Affairs

A meeting of UNESCO Chairs was also held with the goal
Secretary-General: Ms Natallia Schasnovich of fostering greater cooperation among Chairs to advance
education in a sustainable manner. Cooperation with the
Belarusian Association of Clubs for UNESCO remained
Summary of activities during 2024 fruitful. In December 2024, the Winter University of Clubs for
UNESCO celebrated the 35" anniversary of the Belarusian
Association. The University s aim was to enhance the skills of
club members in management and programme planning in
accordance with UNESCO ideals.

E-mail: su@mfa.gov.by

During 2024, the National Commission of the Republic of
Belarus for UNESCO actively contributed to ensuring the
country s participation in UNESCO s programmes and projects
across its areas of competence and implemented a wide range
of activities. The innovative project Implementing a Model for Promoting a
Healthy Lifestyle and Socially Responsible and Safe Student
Behavior in the Modern Educational Environment was carried
out with the support of the UNESCO Institute for Information
Technologies in Education. Additionally, the Commission
coordinated the implementation of four projects approved
under the Participation Programme for 2024 2025.

This year marked the 70" anniversary of Belarus s membership
in UNESCO, celebrated with a series of commemorative
events. The Commission strengthened the implementation of
UNESCO Culture Conventions through meetings and trainings.
In December 2024, a solemn event was held to celebrate the
inclusion of Vytsinanka, the traditional art of paper cutting in
Belarus, in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

Success story

In February 2024, the National Commission organized a signi cant event to mark International Mother Language Day. This celebration, which has become an annual tradition,
gathered diplomats, youth, representatives of cultural and educational institutions, and media professionals. The event promoted linguistic and cultural diversity, facilitated
the exchange of views, and strengthened solidarity based on mutual understanding, tolerance, and dialogue.

< A

The International Mother Language Day, February 2024 = National Commission of the Republic of Belarus for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In 2025, Belarus will host a number of events to mark the 80th anniversary of UNESCO, including concerts, workshops, and exhibitions.
The Commission will also organize activities celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

Efforts will continue to protect and conserve the Bialowieza Forest World Heritage Site. Experts under the Commission s coordination
will also prepare applications for joining the Global Geoparks Network, as well as nomination les for inscription on the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and the World Heritage List.

Belarus will further advance UNESCO s science agenda, with a particular focus on Al and open science. The 100" anniversary of
the Berezinsky Biosphere Reserve will also be marked with public events to raise awareness about environmental protection and the
responsible use of natural resources, while enhancing environmental education for children and youth.

In addition, the Spring Academy for Clubs will bring together participants from across Belarus and abroad, and in July 2025 the
International Volunteer Camp Castles of Belarus will involve archaeological and ecological work at the World Heritage Site Architectural,
Residential and Cultural Complex of the Radziwill Family at Nesvizh.

Finally, the Commission will strengthen cooperation with other National Commissions to promote partnerships and joint initiatives in
2025 and beyond.
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Flemish Commission for UNESCO in Belgium
Chairperson: Ms Anne De Paepe
Secretary-General: Ms Nele Rabijns

E-mail: nele.rabijns@vlaanderen.be

Website: https://www.unesco-vlaanderen.be

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the Flemish Commission for UNESCO
maintained its commitment to fostering education in the region.
It continued its support to the Flemish ASP network, promoting

A major highlight was the region of Flanders welcoming
its first UNESCO Man and Biosphere Reserve and its

rst Geopark, both transboundary areas shared with the
Netherlands. These designations underscore the Commission s
success in supporting UNESCO applications and promoting
environmental sustainability. Additionally, the European
Presidency conference Ocean Decade Meets Mission Ocean
focused on the need for blue skills in moving towards a
sustainable blue economy. The Commission reinforced its
dedication to scienti ¢ advancement by supporting the For
Women in Science Belgium Programme. This initiative, a
collaboration between UNESCO and L Or@al, promotes
women in science by rendering them more visible, showcasing
their talent, and inspiring future vocations.

To enhance cultural appreciation, the Commission developed

UNESCO s ideals within associated schools. In collaboration
with partners, the Commission also developed educational
material to accompany the award-winning documentary Long
Live the Dead!, further enhancing learning opportunities.
Additionally, the Commission announced plans to strengthen
its collaboration with UNESCO Chairs in the Flemish region
by organizing a seminar with chair holders.

a series of informative videos about UNESCO heritage sites
in Flanders, raising public awareness of cultural heritage. The
annual UNESCO Network Day in May was another signi cant
event, attracting hundreds of participants and strengthening
partnerships. Furthermore, the Commission published a
new policy memorandum, setting a hopeful direction for its
mandate over the next four years.

Success story

As part of the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the
European Union, the conference Ocean Decade Meets
Mission Ocean: Blue Skills for a Sustainable Economy was
held in Ostend on 25 April 2024. It was organized by the
Flemish Commission for UNESCO, the Flanders Marine
Institute (VLIZ), and the Liaison Agency Flanders-Europe
(VLEVA), with the support of the Provincial Development !
Agency (POMWVL) and Blue Cluster. N

W :, iti
The conference brought together academic experts, : 20 ! . ..q;:,l:,?zdge
policymakers, industry leaders, and civil society actors ' : b r ocean
to exchange knowledge and explore opportunities for L ! i ction
collaboration on blue skills. Discussions highlighted how ‘ '
capabilities, talents, and expertise can be used more
effectively to achieve a successful transition towards a
sustainable blue economy. Together, the experts laid the
foundations for a cross-sectoral future path. These efforts
culminated in a shared commitment to better understand
the ocean, an essential step towards developing a
sustainable blue economy.

unesco

Ocean
Decade:

Mr Petr Cupa, from the UNESCO Earth Network, leading a series of consultations to create a
Coordination Council for the management of the Central Balkan Biosphere Reserve (CBBR)
The Flemish Commission for UNESCO and its partners = National Commission of the Republic of Bulgaria for UNESCO

also launched The Oceancast, a three-part podcast series
on building a blue economy driven by technological innovation. The series explored
the challenges and opportunities of moving towards a sustainable blue economy, as

well as the role UNESCO, Europe, and Flanders can play in that transition.

Prioritds futures et possibilitds de travail conjoint

In 2025, the Flemish Commission for UNESCO will support the Flemish ASP network in its collaboration with Enabel, the Belgian
development agency, within the framework of the BE-RELIEVE project. This initiative centers on Belgium s support for the reconstruction
of Ukraine in various areas. Speci cally, Flemish and Ukrainian ASPnet schools will organize visits to exchange knowledge and
build capacity in the context of the ongoing war. Through direct contact, the project seeks to reconnect principals and teachers with
meaningful educational opportunities, promote peace and solidarity through shared values and mutual understanding, and strengthen
Ukraine s integration into the broader European educational landscape.

During the nineteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee on the UNESCO 2003 Convention in Paraguay, the Belgian delegation
of cially announced plans to establish a UNESCO Category 2 Centre in Belgium. This will be the rst of its kind in UNESCO s Group
| region. Belgium looks forward to collaborating with interested governmental and non-governmental partners in the region.

The Flemish Commission is also conducting a study to rede ne its strategic goals and identify future initiatives. Two key areas where
capacity building and resource mobilization are most urgently needed are the development of a communication strategy and the
establishment of sustainable partnerships.
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BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

National Commission of Bosnia and Herzegovina
for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Dubravka Bo njak
Secretary-General: MsBiljana amur Veselinovi

E-mail: biljana.camur@mcp.gov.ba - jelena.dzomba@mcp.
gov.ba

Website: http://unescobih.mcp.gov.ba

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the National Commission of Bosnia and
Herzegovina for UNESCO was reappointed after a four-year
hiatus, re-establishing the work of this advisory body to the
Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Presided over
by the Minister of Civil Affairs, the Commission is composed of
nineteen members appointed on the proposal of the competent
state and entity ministries.

The Commission's main task is to review all issues related to
cooperation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and UNESCO
in the elds of education, science, culture, and information.

Success story

A ve-day capacity-building workshop within the EU  UNESCO project Fighting
against the lllicit Traf cking of Cultural Property in the Western Balkans was held
in Mostar in June 2024. The workshop was organized by the UNESCO Antenna
Of ce in Sarajevo in cooperation with the Agency for Education and Professional
Training in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Ministry of Civil Affairs. It gathered
more than eighty participants, including representatives of police institutions,
ministries of culture and cultural institutions, the Indirect Taxation Authority, and
the judicial system.

The project aimed to raise awareness and build professional capacity to combat
theft, robbery, and illegal trade in cultural property through enhanced inter-agency
and cross-border cooperation. The EU  UNESCO toolkit Fighting against the Illicit
Traf cking of Cultural Property for Law Enforcement and Judiciary has since been
translated into Bosnia and Herzegovina s three of cial languages and will be
distributed in 2025.

As a follow-up to the workshop, experts proposed improvements to create a more
effective system for protecting and preserving cultural property. Selected sites will
also bene t from improved security measures within the framework of this effort.

It also exchanges experiences and knowledge in these areas
and introduces institutions and organizations in the country to
the goals and activities of UNESCO.

Special attention has been devoted to preserving and
promoting UNESCO heritage sites and properties, as well as
preparing nominations for UNESCO Lists and Registers.

At its 46" session, the World Heritage Committee
inscribed Vjetrenica Cave in Ravno on the World Heritage
List, recognizing it as one of the world s most important
biodiversity hotspots for cave-dwelling fauna. Additionally,
Sevdalinka Traditional Urban Folk Song was inscribed on
the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in December 2024.

The Commission also reported that the Verlab Research
Institute for Biomedical Engineering, Medical Devices, and
Arti cial Intelligence in Sarajevo joined the UNESCO initiative
to provide remote access to laboratory equipment for African
researchers.

The successful implementation of UNESCO programmes and
activities in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been facilitated
by close cooperation between the National Commission,
the UNESCO Antenna Of ce in Sarajevo, and the Regional
Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe in Venice, which
continue to provide support and implement numerous projects
in the country.

jocts e = = o
Workshop participants visiting World Heritage site Old bridge Area of the
Old City of Mostar "lelena D omba

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

During the implementation of the project Fighting against the lllicit Traf cking of Cultural Property in the Western Balkans, signi cant
cooperation was established between the Agency for Education and Professional Development of Personnel at the Ministry of Security
and UNESCO in developing a new curriculum for training police of cers in combating illicit traf cking in cultural property, with

particular focus on online traf cking.

This collaboration has led to the proposal of transforming the Agency into a regional training centre for combatting illicit traf cking of
cultural property. The process of formal adoption is underway, with plans for a training-of-trainers programme to be held in April 2025.
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National Commission of the Republic of Bulgaria
for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Elena Shekerletova, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs

Secretary-General: Ms Zornitza Grekova
E-mail: unesco-bg@mfa.bg

Website: http://www.unesco-bg.org/

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, UNESCO’s global and primary priorities took a
leading role in the work of the Bulgarian National Commission.
Bulgaria s active participation as a member of the World
Heritage Committee during the 46" session in New Delhi,
India, was supported through expert opinions, proposals, and
initiatives provided by the National Commission. The Bulgarian
delegation presented the country s underwater heritage, as
well as efforts for its conservation and research. Bulgaria is
among the rst countries in the world to actively apply the
synergy between the 1972 and 2001 Conventions, making
consistent efforts to preserve its underwater world cultural
heritage. The country is also applying to establish a UNESCO
Category 2 Institute in this eld.

Success story

On the occasion of the 200" anniversary of the publication
of the rst modern Bulgarian textbook The Fish Primer, written
by Petar Beron in 1824 a landmark of the Bulgarian Revival
period and the rst Bulgarian textbook in colloquial language
with secular content the National Commission organized a
photo exhibition entitled The Beginning of Bulgarian Literature

European Cultural Projections. This exhibition was presented
at UNESCO Headquarters in December.

Moreover, the National Commission continued its engagement
in the annual programme For Women in Science. During
2024, this initiative marked its fourteenth edition in partnership
with L Or@al Bulgaria and So a University, recognizing and
supporting women scientists.

On 18 December 2024, the Bulgarian National Commission for UNESCO and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences organized the rst national consultations on the draft
UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of Neurotechnologies. The opening session featured high-level representatives, including the Deputy Minister of Education, the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the Vice-President of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. A special video message was also delivered by Ms Gabriela Ramos, UNESCO

Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences.

During the sessions, participants engaged in in-depth discussions on various
dimensions of neurotechnologies. Associate Professor Dimitar Prodanov,
member of the ad-hoc working group for the draft Recommendation, addressed
the challenges of developing, implementing, and managing neurotechnologies.
Health economist Arkadi Sharkov examined economic and ethical implications.
Bulgarian representatives in UNESCO committees, such as Associate Professor
Dr. Valentina Kaneva, Dr. Alexandra Traykova (IGBC), and Associate Professor
Dr. Lyuba Spasova (MOST), highlighted philosophical and ethical dilemmas.
Associate Professor Dr. Mariana Todorova, Bulgaria s representative in
the drafting of the Recommendation on the Ethics of Arti cial Intelligence,
provided comparative insights between the two processes. Elena Marinova,
co-organizer of the rst International Olympiad on Al, discussed the impact
of neurotechnologies in education, while Martina Malcheva and lawyer Maria
Petrova outlined the legal and human rights dimensions.

The consultations concluded with Bulgaria preparing a national position on
the proposed Recommendation, grounded in the wide-ranging perspectives
presented.

First national consultations on the draft UNESCO Recommendation on ethics of

neurotechnologies * Bulgarian National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The main priorities of the Bulgarian National Commission for 2025 include active participation in the 47" session of the World Heritage
Committee, the implementation of projects funded under the Participation Programme, and continued engagement in the General
Conference, including work towards the establishment of a Category 2 Centre under UNESCO auspices for underwater archaeology.
The Commission will also organize national consultations on various aspects of bioethics, with particular attention to the ethics of

arti cial intelligence.
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CZECHIA

Czech Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Mr Stanislav tech
Secretary-General: Ms Lenka Kon elovE
E-mail: unesco@mzv.gov.cz

Website: unesco.gov.cz

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the Czech Commission for UNESCO began
its new mandate, which will run until 2027, continuing its
role as the Governments advisory and coordinating body
on UNESCO-related matters. During the spring, the Czech
Republic continued exercising its four-year mandate on the
UNESCO Executive Board. Together with the Permanent
Delegation to UNESCO, the members of the Commission
contributed expertise and supported the country s interventions
at the Board meetings. Also in the spring, the Czech Republic
announced its candidacy for the World Heritage Committee
for the 2025 2029 term.

Success story

Each year, the Secretariat of the Czech Commission organizes a national contest
for ASPnet schools. During 2024, the competition was dedicated to the 2001
anniversary of Bed ich Smetana s birth, a theme recognized hoth nationally and
by UNESCO. Students submitted 211 works in the form of collages and comics

The Commission was actively involved in numerous initiatives
aligned with UNESCO s priorities. These included the annual
For Women in Science scholarships, celebrated in cooperation
with partners in civil society and public administration. The
year 2024 also marked the 200" anniversary of the birth
of composer Bed ich Smetana (1824 1884), a milestone
commemorated nationally and internationally with UNESCO s
support. Throughout the year, the Commission granted
patronage to 20 non-pro t projects in the cultural, educational,
and environmental elds.

In education, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
worked with the Commission and the Ministry of Environment
to develop a national initiative on Education for Sustainable
Development, re ecting the priority of SDG 4. With UNESCO,
OSCE, and the European Commission, the Ministry also
organized the seminar Educating against Antisemitism,
Intolerance and Discrimination in the Czech Republic: Essential
Elements for Teacher Training.

The Czech Commission also continued to coordinate the
Associated Schools Network (ASPnet), which currently includes
54 Czech primary, vocational, and secondary schools. During
2024, the ASPnet held its 30" General Assembly, highlighting
the network s longstanding engagement.

across three age categories. A jury of  ve experts from diverse elds evaluated
the entries, awarding prizes for rst to third place in each category, as well as a
special jury prize. The winning pupils were invited to attend the award ceremony
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, making the celebration both a cultural and
educational milestone.

My Bedrich Smetana contest ® Pavl na Gjuri

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

North Amer ca

A major focus in 2025 will be the Czech Republic s campaign for election to the World Heritage Committee for 2025 2029. With
17 World Heritage Sites, including three transnational properties, Czechia aims to demonstrate its longstanding commitment to heritage
preservation.

The Commissions 2025 agenda will also highlight the public service media sector, the Czech List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, the
development of cultural statistics, and the 20" anniversary of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions. For ASPnet, schools will work in the rst half of the year on themes such as the International Year of Glacier Preservation,
Holocaust Remembrance Day, and the World Day for Audiovisual Heritage. In the second half, topics will include the International
Day of Women and Girls in Science, International Geodiversity Day, and the promotion of sport, physical activity, and mental health.

The Czech Commission will continue to identify relevant UNESCO themes for the Czech context, providing opportunities to translate
UNESCO s ethical principles into national strategies and activities.
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ESTONIA

Estonian National Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Ms Kristin Kuutma
Secretary-General: Ms Kerli Gutman-Normak
E-mail: unesco@kul.ee

Website: www.unesco.ee

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the Estonian National Commission for UNESCO
focused on active participation in statutory meetings, advising
organizations in Estonia on UNESCO-related matters, and
supporting Estonian experts elected to different UNESCO
bodies, including the International Programme for the
Development of Communication (IPDC) and the Subsidiary
Body (STAB). The Commission also advanced cooperation with
the African region, particularly Namibia and Botswana, and
prepared Estonias mandatory reports to UNESCO.

Success story

A notable achievement in 2024 was the organization of a three-day international
training workshop on the protection of cultural property in the event of armed
con ict. The event, held in January, was organized by UNESCO in collaboration
with the Estonian Defence Forces, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Culture,
the National Heritage Board, and the Estonian National Commission for UNESCO.
It brought together military and civilian personnel from Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania.

The workshop provided participants with essential knowledge on international legal
obligations regarding the protection of cultural property during armed con ict and
fostered cooperation between military and civilian structures. Topics included
strategies to protect state-protected objects, prevent damage or theft, and record
and document destruction of cultural sites. Estonian authorities underlined the value
of involving cultural heritage experts in the military-focused component of the
course. Importantly, the workshop helped establish cross-disciplinary contacts and
a network of military and civilian personnel that continues to operate effectively. UNESCO training workshop in Estonia = Liina J nes - Kerli Gutman

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In 2025, Estonia plans to continue its cooperation with the Namibia National Commission in the eld of creative entrepreneurship.
Together with NGO Creative Estonia and colleagues from Botswana and Namibia, efforts are underway to add a subregional
perspective to this partnership, including a pilot creative economy workshop in Gaborone and a joint project proposal for funding for
2025 2026. Inspired by this cooperation, the Secretary General of the Estonian Ministry of Culture will visit Gaborone and Windhoek
in March 2025.

In addition, collaboration with the Botswana National Commission will continue in the eld of Education for Sustainable Development,
with a focus on ASPnet schools. Cooperation with African countries remains grounded in strong and trustworthy relationships between
National Commissions, as well as the active engagement of stakeholders and experts from academia, government, and the private
sector.

At the same time, the Estonian National Commission for UNESCO will maintain its active role in regional cooperation through the
European network of National Commissions, contributing to joint initiatives and knowledge sharing.
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German Commission for UNESCO
Chairperson: Ms Maria B hmer
Secretary-General: Mr Roman Luckscheiter
E-mail: natcom@unesco.de

Website: www.unesco.de

Summary of activities during 2024

During 2024, the German Commission for UNESCO advanced
its international role with the publication of two landmark
documents: the Fair Culture Charter (www.fair-culture.org), and
position paper promoting more equitable scienti ¢ cooperation
between High-Income and Low- and Middle-Income countries.
To support the implementation of UNESCO Recommendations,
the Commission hosted three online seminars for National
Commissions worldwide, providing opportunities to exchange
experiences. It also played an active role in the development of
41 C/5 by coordinating the process through which more than
fty National Commissions reached consensus on the position
paper National Commissions for a Renewed Multilateralism.

Success story

Since Russia s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the German and
Ukrainian National Commissions for UNESCO have worked closely together. A major
focus has been supporting Ukrainian youth through the Recreation project, which
provided temporary relief and strengthened resilience during wartime. During
2024, more than 500 Ukrainian students and teachers from Kyiv, Odesa, Kharkiv,
and other cities under attack spent up to three weeks in Germany. Over thirty
German UNESCO ASPnet schools hosted the groups, and many Ukrainian students

The Commission s Annual Assembly in June adopted a strong
declaration to defend democracy against its enemies. Another
important milestone was the complete relaunch of its website
www.unesco.de.

The year also featured major events such as the EuroMAB
meeting of European and North American Biosphere Reserves,
attended by over 300 participants from thirty countries, who
adopted the Message from EuroMAB. Additional highlights
included the third international conference of German
UNESCO Chairs with their global partners, the celebration of
German World Heritage Day with 350 events nationwide, and
conferences on civil society s role in World Heritage sites and
on UNESCO s new Policy Paper on World Heritage Climate
Action.

The Commission continued its tradition of awarding
recognition to dozens of successful Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) initiatives and contributed actively to the
World Conferences on OER and Arts Education, as well as to
the African Meeting of National Commissions in Angola, also
through nancial support. Its youth volunteering programme
kulturweit celebrated its 15™ anniversary in August. A study on
former participants showed that 88 percent felt the programme
had changed their worldview. During 2024, 260 German
volunteers were sent abroad and 44 volunteers from Asia and
the Middle East worked in Germany.

stayed with German families. These visits often led to new school partnerships or
reinforced existing city twinning arrangements.

The programme emphasized arts, cultural education, and joint creative work,
offering both a safe space and an opportunity to build international solidarity.
Supported by the German Federal Foreign Of ce in 2023 and 2024 and hy the
Hertie Foundation in 2023, the project grew out of a pilot launched in 2022. In
both 2023 and 2024, fteen groups were hosted. The initiative represents a clear
example of how UNESCO networks can support young people in crisis.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In 2025, the Commission will continue its cooperation with the National Commissions of the Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom,
and Uruguay, as well as with the US Biosphere Network, to develop innovative sustainability learning materials at more than ten
UNESCO-designated sites. The partnership is funded by the Fritz Henkel Foundation.

Planned publications for 2025 include German-language editions of the Executive Summaries of the GEMR and WWDR, the Enhancing
Our Heritage Toolkit 2.0, and the UNESCO Global Culture Report, produced jointly with the three other German-speaking National
Commissions. They will also publish of cial translations of UNESCO normative instruments.

The Commission will continue to support African National Commissions, Biosphere Reserves in Southern Africa, and youth volunteering
through kulturweit. It also aims to again host groups of Ukrainian students. Germany will remain active in the European Network of
National Commissions and support transborder cooperation across UNESCO designations. It will expand promotion of the Fair Culture
initiative, equitable scienti ¢ cooperation, and actively participate in Mondiacult and the anniversaries of the 2005 Convention, the
UGGP Programme, and the IHP. A major highlight will be the Global OERcamp in November 2025.

The Commission also hopes to successfully complete its rst EMAS audit for sustainable development in early 2025, setting an example
that could be shared with other National Commissions.
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