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1. Unveiling shared pasts, shaping common futures - Join a global journey through transnational heritage
Embark on an inspiring journey of discovery with fellow scholars to unveil the captivating narratives of our shared past. This unique research grants programme, supported by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO and funded by the Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea, invites you to delve into the rich tapestry of transnational heritage.


2. Programme Objective
The objective of the Programme is to cultivate a vibrant global network of scholars and researchers collaborating on groundbreaking projects that delve into the interconnected stories of our shared past, paving the way for a more inclusive and sustainable co-existence. 

The Programme encourages; 
· to explore, understand, and preserve heritage across national boundaries, recognizing its interconnectedness and diverse ways it shapes identities, cultures, and societies; 
· to examine how heritage is transmitted, interpreted, and valued within and across different geographical, cultural, and historical contexts; 
· to seek to promote dialogue, collaboration, and mutual understanding among communities; 
· to address issues of heritage conservation, representation, and management in a globalized world; and
· to foster appreciation for the shared human heritage while respecting the uniqueness of individual cultural expressions. 


3. Research Themes
Our programme welcomes research proposals focused on diverse areas within Transnational Heritage Studies, as listed below. While it is not mandatory to include cases of Korean heritage in your research, it is highly recommended to do so. 
· Deepen understanding of shared pasts: 
· Unravel the intricacies of transborder interactions, contested memories, and cultural exchanges throughout history. 
· Foster critical analysis of diverse perspectives and interpretations, employing innovative methodologies that bridge disciplines and integrate local and global voices.

· Navigate globalization’s impact:
· Investigate how globalization shapes heritage practices, values, and flows, addressing issues such as cultural homogenization, commodification, and resistance.
· Explore the fascinating transmission and transformation of intangible heritage (music, rituals, knowledge, etc.) across borders, focusing on diaspora communities and the power of digital technologies.

· Shape innovative solutions for sustainable futures:
· Investigate ethical and inclusive approaches to transnational heritage conservation and management.
· Explore heritage’s role in fostering intercultural dialogue, social cohesion, and sustainable development.
· Empower communities to actively shape their future.

· Unleash the power of digital tools:
· Utilize cutting-edge technology for documenting, interpreting, and engaging with transnational heritage in impactful ways, promoting ethical and responsible practices.


4. Who may apply?
A researcher with a doctoral degree or a tenured or tenure-track professor at a university or research institute is eligible to apply. The applicant will function as principal investigator (PI) and will assemble and lead his/her research team, which should consist of the PI and two or more researchers. It is recommended that the team members be selected with consideration for diversity and inclusivity (e.g. nationality, ethnicity, gender, culture). In addition, the team is encouraged to include at least one junior scholar who has received a PhD within the past five years. The PI is expected to direct the project’s research and the management of the project and is responsible for the overall project reporting requirements. 





5. Research Period and Funding
Our grants programme consists of two main stages, as described below. 
· Stage 1 (Pilot research period: April to November 2024): during this initial stage, a total of four teams will be selected for the Pilot Research, with each team receiving approximately $61,000 (USD). Throughout this period, each research team is required to prepare and submit a preliminary research report on their chosen topic, as well as a research plan for the next three years, by the end of October 2024. Furthermore, they are expected to attend a research outcome review meeting to be held in Korea in November 2024 to share their results. 
	Following the evaluation of the pilot research projects at the end of Year 1, 3 teams will be selected to proceed with full-scale, three-year research projects. The team that is not selected will be expected to publish at least one journal article highlighting their research conclusions in academic journals indexed in SCI, A&HCI, or SCOPUS within three years after the conclusion of the pilot research period. This publication should include the following acknowledgement: ‘This  research was supported by the International Joint Research Grants on Transnational Heritage through the Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) funded by the Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea (CHA).’



· Stage 2 (Full-scale research period: 2025~2027): The organizer will provide financial support annually to the 3 selected teams throughout the full-scale, three-year research projects. The precise funding amount will be notified at the end of 2024. Selected research teams must submit interim research reports at the end of each year and participate in research outcome review meetings to share their results. By the end of 2027, they will be required to submit a final report on the research work, a list of publications and/or forthcoming publications, and to attend the final research outcome-sharing meeting. Additionally, each research team must ensure the publication of their research outcomes, including papers (SCI, A&HCI, SCOPUS, etc.), monographs, and edited volumes through internationally recognized humanities and social science publishers such as University Presses, Routledge, Palgrave Macmillan, Wiley, and Brill, both during the research period and within three years of its conclusion, in order to achieve the research outcome management scores set by the organizer (details provided separately). 
	Those publications should include the following acknowledgement: ‘This  research was supported by the International Joint Research Grants on Transnational Heritage through the Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU), funded by the Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea (CHA).’




6. Funding Coverage
Funding may be used to support:
· The time of the PI and Co-researchers
· Travel, fieldwork, and related expenses
· International travel expenses, including international flight ticket, accommodation, meals, and local transportation (the PI must be prepared to commit to traveling to Seoul, Republic of Korea to take part in a research outcome review meeting to be held in Korea in November 2024)
· Organising workshops, conferences
However, the following items cannot be covered by the funding:
· Computer hardware including laptops, electronic notepads, digital cameras, etc. 
· Other permanent resources


7. Tentative Schedule for The Year 2024 
	Period
	Key activities

	February - March
	- Call for an application: application must be submitted by Sunday, March 17  (Seoul local time)
· Evaluation of applications: four research teams will be selected and contacted to sign a contract

	April - July
	- Pilot research phase

	July
	- Mid-term review meeting (online): each team will share 15~20 minute research progress reports with other teams.

	July - October 
	- Continuation of pilot research

	October
	- Each team is required to submit a preliminary research report on their chosen topic, along with a financial report and a research plan for the next three years by Friday, October 25 (Seoul local time)

	November 
	- The PI of each team is required to attend a research outcome review meeting to be held in Korea in November 2024 to share their results.
- Evaluation of the research results and selection of the three teams for full-scale research grants 
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8. How to apply
Applicants for the International joint research grants on transnational heritage must submit a complete application to the Korean National Commission for UNESCO at jjs112@unesco.or.kr before the submission deadline of March 17, 2024, Seoul local time. 
· The application must contain: 
· Completed application form (refer to the application form)
· CVs of the principal investigator and the co-researchers (in PDF format)
· Preliminary budget plan (either in a separate form or within the application form)
· Successful applicants will be notified and contacted by the end of March 2024. 
· If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at jjs112@unesco.or.kr

	Contact: 
JEON Jinsung
Director
Task Force for Establishing a Research Institute
Korean National Commission for UNESCO
Tel: +82 (0) 2 6958 4127



5

image1.png
gy
s

unesco V4

Korean 1954-2024

National Commission

|ulATzzLIA]





image2.png
Cultural Heritage
Administration




