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General Information

AR

Background and
Objectives

Organizers

Participants
Date and time
Venue

Languages

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the UNESCO MAB Programme in 2021, the
Republic of Korea highlighted the role of biospheres in promoting peace, which is a
core mission of UNESCO.

Biosphere reserves are places designated by UNESCO in order to promote
harmonious co-existence among people and nature. For the last 50 years, they
have been places of learning for sustainable development through biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use of natural resources. Furthermore, transboundary
biosphere reserves, which are jointly proposed by two or more Member States,
act as sites of international collaboration that encourage neighboring countries to
achieve regional conservation of biodiversity and peace.

In June 2019, during the 31st session of the International Coordinating Council of
the Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB-ICC) in Paris, the Republic of Korea
and UNESCO held a side event on ‘Biosphere Reserves and Peace’ to celebrate
the designation of the Gangwon Eco-Peace and Yeoncheon Imijin River Biosphere
Reserves. These reserves are in the northern part of the Republic of Korea adjacent
to the Korean Demilitarized Zone and the border with the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. The event highlighted the role and contribution of biosphere

reserves in the promotion of peace.

The Republic of Korea further developed the theme of biosphere reserves and
peace in 2021, through a side event on this theme that was held at the 33rd session
of the MAB-ICC, in celebration of the 50th anniversary of MAB. This event provided
an opportunity to discuss a vision for another 50 years of building peace through
MAB, while promoting and sharing activities in biosphere reserves that aim to build
peace between neighboring countries, and between people and nature.

- Korean National Commission for UNESCO

- MAB National Committee of the Republic of Korea
With the support of the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Ministry of the Environment

- About 60 people from 25 different countries (MAB-ICC participants)

- Sep 16 2021, 11:00-12:30(GMT+2)

- Online Zoom Platform

- English
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Programme

o2

11:00-11:10

11:10-11:25

11:25-11:40

11:40-11:55

11:55-12:10

12:10-12:30

*Presented by Ms. Eun-Young Kim, Director of the Division of Sciences & Youth, Korean
National Commission for UNESCO

- Remarks from the Republic of Korea
Opening Remarks: Mr. Jongho Kyun
Director-General for Public Diplomacy and Cultural Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (ROK)

Welcoming Remarks: Dr. Kyungkoo Han
Secretary General Korean National Commission for UNESCO

- Opening Presentation
The role of biosphere reserves in promoting peace and sustainable
development

Ms Noéline Raondry Rakotoarisoa Director a.i. of the Division of Ecological
and Earth Sciences and Secretary a.i. of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB)
Programme

*Chaired by Prof. Do-Soon Cho, Chair, MAB National Committee of the Republic of Korea
Peace between people and nature in biosphere reserves

Prof. Chul-In Yoo Jeju National University (Republic of Korea)

Peace among neighboring countries through transboundary biosphere
reserves

Mr. Torsten Raab Head of the Hessian administrative office of the Rhén
Biosphere Reserve (Germany)

Biosphere reserve: A learning place for Peace and Sustainable
Development
Mr. Richard Ofori Amanfo Bia Biosphere Reserve Site Manager (Ghana)

Peace imagined by youth in biosphere reserve

Ms. Hilyatuz Zakiyyah Climate Reality Leader at Climate Reality Project
Indonesia (Indonesia)

- Q&A Session and Closing
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Remarks

ot
QA
Opening Mr. Jongho Kyun
Remarks Director-General for Public Diplomacy and Cultural Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (ROK)

hh -

HKyun
for Puzes

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, It is a great pleasure
for me to welcome you all to this side event on “Biosphere Reserves and Peace” in
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the MAB Programme.

Since its establishment in 1971, the MAB Programme has achieved remarkable
accomplishments. Biosphere Reserves have contributed significantly to sustainable
development as well as the harmonious coexistence of nature and humans.

The issue of “Biosphere Reserves and Peace” is of great significance for Korea.
At the 31st session of MAB-ICC in 2019, the border area near the DMZ (the
Demilitarized Zone) was designated as Yeoncheon Imjin River and Gangwon Eco-
Peace Biosphere Reserves. To celebrate the meaningful designation, Korea held
the 1st Side Event on “Biosphere Reserves and Peace” in 2019 to illuminate the
role and potential of Biosphere Reserves contributing to peace.

The subjects of the programme today cover the major issues of the MAB
programme in a timely manner. Throughout the workshop, we will look into peace
between people and nature, as well as peace among neighboring countries
through Transboundary Biosphere Reserves. Furthermore, we will also address
the Biosphere Reserves from the perspective of sustainable development and
the youth, which are key factors in the mission of UNESCO. | hope today’s event
will help us to better understand the effects of Biosphere Reserves on promoting
peace. Thank you.
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Welcoming

Remarks

Dr. Kyungkoo Han

Secretary General, Korean National Commission for UNESCO

Dr.Kyungdo Han

Secretary General, Korean National Commission faig U|‘~|ESFJG

1

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, | would like to
welcome you all and thank all those who helped this event happen.

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the UNESCO MAB Programme, the
Republic of Korea wishes to highlight one of the most important but less noticed
roles of this programme, namely, the promotion of peace; peace not only in
the traditional sense, but also in the sense of the ability of humans to coexist
sustainably with the rest of the natural world. Such peace is a prerequisite not just

for a harmonious future but for our very survival.

With 714 sites in 129 countries*, UNESCO biosphere reserves offer abundant
opportunities for cooperation to promote peace in a variety of ways. Rather than
keeping nature separate from human activities, they seek the harmonious co-
existence and integration of people and nature, therefore leading to peace between
them. By offering humans opportunities to experience and connect with the
beauty of biodiversity in nature, they also bring benefits to our spirits, promoting
peace within human minds. Furthermore, transboundary biosphere reserves act as
sites of international collaboration that encourage neighboring countries not simply
to achieve more effective regional conservation of biodiversity, but in working
together, to understand each other better, so encouraging regional peace.

| am extremely grateful to all the speakers at this event today, who each bring
unique experiences and knowledge of promoting peace in UNESCO biosphere
reserves. | would also like to thank everyone who has made the time to attend this
event. | hope you will find it both informative and thought-provoking and | look
forward to very fruitful discussions today. Thank you.

*As of August 2021( total of 727 sites in 131 countries as of November 2021)
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Opening

Presentation

Ms Noéline Raondry Rakotoarisoa

Director a.i. of the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences Secretary a.i. of the
Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme UNESCO

Ms. No€line Raondry/Rakotoarisoa ‘=2l 2l 22| 2f3 EOof=|2E0p
Directora.i. ofithe Division ofiEcological and Eartli Sciences and Secretaty/a.i. @fthEWET

andthe Biosphere (MAB)Programme:
| E = e e = A e

Good morning, good afternoon, good evening. Excellencies, distinguished
delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to deliver an opening speech at the side
event of the 33rd session of the International Coordinating Council of the MAB
Programme and also in the context of the celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the MAB Programme. As this year continues to be impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic, the council hosted by Nigeria is held in a hybrid mode including this
side event on Biosphere Reserves and Peace. This side event is dedicated to
the role of Biosphere Reserves in promoting peace, which is the core mission of
UNESCO. This side event is a follow up on the previous side event held in Paris in
June 2019 on the same topic. And this side event in 2019 was held to celebrate
the designation of the Gangwon Eco-Peace and Yeoncheon Imjin River Biosphere
Reserve.

| want also to recall one very touching moment we had during the 30th MAB-
ICC meeting in Palembang when the council designated sites from the Republic
of Korea and from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. And during this
moment the two delegations congratulated each other. And it was a very touching
moment because we were able to see how the MAB programme links people and
really promotes cooperation.

For the past 50 years, UNESCO MAB Programme’s Biosphere Reserves have been
places to promote harmonious coexistence among people and nature, but also
learning places for sustainable development through biodiversity conservation
and sustainable use of natural resources. Furthermore, Transboundary Biosphere
Reserves which are jointly proposed by two or more member states collaborate
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and foster cooperation between neighboring countries. Let me emphasize the
role of Transboundary Biosphere Reserve.

As you may know, yesterday the council approved two more Transboundary
Biosphere Reserves in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. The first one,
Mura-Drava-Danube transboundary Biosphere Reserve, is the first one that
has been submitted by five countries, Austria, Croatia, Hungary, Serbia and
Slovenia. The second one, the Uvs Lake Depression transboundary Biosphere
Reserve, is connecting Mongolia and the Russian Federation and is the second
transboundary biosphere reserve in the Eurasia region. As of today, the World
Network of Biosphere Reserves counts 22 Transboundary Biosphere Reserves.
And the first one was designated in 1992 where we had one designated between
Czech Republic and Poland, and the second one between Poland and Slovakia.

Yesterday also some of us were able to follow the side event on the biosphere
and heritage of Lake Chad project. This project is aimed to implement the
approach of the Biosphere Reserve around the Lake Chad area. This project
is implemented in Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Niger and
Nigeria and it was officially launched here in Abuja in February 2018. And this
programme, this project serves as a successful example of scientific, cultural
and socio-economic cooperation involving 10,000s of people. Cooperative
activities related to Biosphere Reserves are therefore particularly important for
border regions where there are often communities with strong cultural and ethnic
ties and unique ecosystems with great biodiversity that cannot be separated
by political or national land borders. Apart from the benefit for biodiversity
conservation, transboundary protected areas can also play a significant role
in fostering greater cooperation and understanding among countries. In many
parts of the world, transboundary protected areas have been instrumental
in building bridges between nations and peoples. Innovative approaches in
transboundary cooperation could therefore offer an opportunity to pursue peace
and reconciliation in certain cases.

| am very much convinced that the 22 UNESCO Transboundary Biosphere
Reserves provide an obvious source of highly valuable cooperative models for
preserving ecosystems as well as promoting peace. Ending my opening remark,
| would like to express my high gratitude to the Korean National commission for
UNESCO, both the MAB National Committee of the Republic of Korea and for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Korea
for organizing this very important side event. | am very grateful to you to organize
this today in the framework of the 50th anniversary of the MAB programme. And it
is important that we had it today because it will lead us to the path of the 50 years
more before us to build peace through the MAB Programme while promoting and
sharing activities in Biosphere Reserves. | am convinced that Biosphere Reserve
and the MAB Programme are tools for peacebuilding and | look forward to very
fruitful discussions today. Thank you for your attention.
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*This part consists of the presentation papers submitted by the speakers,
presentation materials and presentation papers translated into Korean.
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1.

Peace between people and nature in biosphere reserves
QIZbat X1 ZH HSE I8 A, WEHETX|A

Chul-In Yoo Professor, Jeju National University (Republic of Korea)
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2.

Peace among neighboring countries through transboundary biosphere reserves

=712t =0t WetE 9fe WP MEHETXA

Torsten Raab Head of the Hessian administrative office of the Rhén Biosphere Reserve (Germany)
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3.

Biosphere reserve: A learning place for Peace and Sustainable Development
gsiet X|L7tseHe| sHEd, WEHEHAY

Richard Ofori-Amanfo Bia Biosphere Reserve Site Manager /

Regional Manager, Wildlife Division of Forestry Commission (FC) (Ghana)
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4.

Peace imagined by youth in biosphere reserve
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Hilyatuz Zakiyyah Climate Reality Leader at Climate Reality Project Indonesia (Indonesia)
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Presentation 1

Peace between people and nature in biosphere reserves

QIZkat X1 ZH FelE flet Yo, d=HEHXY

Chul-In Yoo §Zol
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Presentation 1.

Peace between people and nature in biosphere reserves

- The culture of Jeju haenyeo (women divers)

Dr. Chul-In Yoo

Professor of Anthropology, Jeju National University, Republic of Korea
Member, MAB National Committee of Republic of Korea

I will talk about peace between people and
nature by presenting the culture of Jeju haenyeo,
women divers, in Jeju Island Biosphere Reserve.
Jeju Island is located off the southernmost point
of the Korean Peninsula. Jeju Island Biosphere
Reserve was designated in 2002 and expanded
to the whole island including its marine areas in
2019.

My presentation is based on three key points.
Peace and sustainable development are two
sides of the same coin. Sustainable development
is based on good governance, which refers to a
vehicle through which consensus and peace are
both an end and a means. Biosphere reserves
encourage the efforts to integrate biodiversity and
cultural diversity, emphasizing the importance of
traditional knowledge in managing ecosystems.

Peace, including freedom from conflict,
discrimination, and violence in all forms, is
a prerequisite for sustainable development.
Ecological peace depends on fair access and
control to natural resources by local people
without any form of discrimination or exclusion.
Peace requires appropriate systems of conflict
prevention and resolution. Local social practices
of dialogue, conflict resolution and reconciliation

play an important role worldwide. Such practices
enable people to live together peacefully and
regulate access to shared nature resources.

In addition to Jeju Island Biosphere Reserve, a
part of Jeju Island was designated as a World
Heritage Site with the name of ‘Jeju Volcanic
Island and Lava Tubes’ in 2007. Jeju Island
UNESCO Global Geopark that was designated
in 2010 includes 13 Geosites. There are also
5 Ramsar Sites in Jeju Island since 2006. Two
elements of Jeju culture were inscribed on
the Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity: Culture of Jeju Haenyeo
(women divers) in 2016 and Jeju Chilmeoridang
Yeongdeunggut, a shamanistic ritual, in 2009.

In 2005, the Korean government designated Jeju
Island as the ‘Island of World Peace,” based on
ecological peace and peace of tolerance. Jeju
Island is supposed to establish ecological peace
to conserve ecosystem through the healing
power of nature. It is also supposed that peace of
tolerance might come from the openness of the
island.

Haenyeo are women divers who dive for seafood

without using any breathing apparatus. An



average haenyeo holds her breath for up to a
minute while diving up to ten meters underwater
to gather marine products, including top-shells,
sea urchins, agar, sea cucumbers, abalone, etc.
A haenyeo works for four to six hours a day and
about ninety days a year. With the expansion of
the Jeju Island Biosphere Reserve in 2019, all the
areas where haenyeo dive were included in the
reserve’s transition areas.

The sustainability of eco-friendly diving work
is a very important characteristic of haenyeo
culture and at the core of peace between
people and nature. The human greed for a big
catch is counterbalanced by an individual’s
limited capacity to remain underwater without
the aid of breathing equipment. Each village
fishery cooperative, which has exclusive fishing
rights over the sea near its village, decides the
number of days for diving each year under the
law, regulates working hours per day and the
size of the catch, and prohibits the use of some
technology to avoid excessive fishing.

Haenyeo association, affiliated with the village
fishery cooperative, is a voluntary organization
of haenyeo. The haenyeo association has
implemented several measures to dive
sustainably in its sea. For example, sowing the
seeds of top-shells and abalone in its sea is one
of the duties of the Jeju haenyeo. Since haenyeo
consider the underwater area as a ‘sea farm,” they
jointly clean the seashore and the intertidal zone,
and remove unwanted seaweed several times a
year to promote better growth of desirable marine
products.

The traditional ecological knowledge of the
Jeju haenyeo is a very good example of the
integration of biodiversity and cultural diversity. A
Jeju haenyeo has her own mental map of the sea,
including the location of reefs and the habitat
for shellfish. Local knowledge of the topography
of the reefs is an important factor in helping the
haenyeo know where to go to catch seafood

successfully. Through long experience of diving,
they can estimate where the abalone may be
resting today.

The haenyeo also have local knowledge of the
winds and the tide. When they decide where to
work and when, they consider the direction of
the wind and the sea current, and the current
conditions of the tide. Such ecological knowledge
is acquired through repeated diving experience
by each haenyeo.

In the culture of Jeju haenyeo, there are
customary norms to prevent and resolve conflicts
peacefully within the haenyeo community.
According to their diving skills, Jeju haenyeo
are classified into three groups: higher-skilled,
middle-skilled, and lower-skilled divers. The
ranking of the haenyeo community is closely
related to the fact that the haenyeo profession
requires years of practice.

Most Jeju haenyeo rely upon higher-skilled
haenyeo’s weather forecast for diving rather than
listening to the official forecasts. However, at
the meeting of the haenyeo association, each
individual haenyeo has the right to speak and
has the opportunity to express her opinion freely.
The haenyeo are competitors in gathering marine
products but also trusting companions in their
dangerous work in the sea. During a dive, they
make sure that they work in groups to monitor
the safety of other nearby haenyeo.

Since cooperation is the essence of diving work,
the haenyeo association decides unanimously.
However, when opinions of three groups are too
different to reach an agreement, the opinion of
the higher-skilled group is respected and every
member should absolutely agree with conclusion
of the president of the haenyeo association.

Jeju haenyeo have a deep sense of respect
among them. For example, to allow the less-
fit senior haenyeo have some catch, relatively

19 Final Report of the Side Event on Biosphere Reserves and Peace



safe and less deep parts of the sea are often
designated as ‘the sea for grannies,” where only
the elderly haenyeo can dive. In the past, it was
expected that most young girls in the coastal
villages would learn the diving skills in the shallow
patch of practice sea called ‘the sea for babies.’

Harvesting hijiki, a kind of brown seaweed, is
an example of fair access to natural resources.
Hijiki grows everywhere on the local marine rocks
and it is jointly gathered, dried, and sold by the
members of each village fishery cooperative
including the haenyeo. One person from each
family that joins the cooperative, regardless of
gender, is mobilized to gather hijiki. As income
from its sale is shared equally, some villages
use a certain portion of the income for village
management, promoting social cohesion and

cultural continuity for the village.

= Peace between people and nature
in biosphere reserves

Dr. Chul-In Yoo

Professor at Jeju National University
(Republic of Korea)

Peace between People and Nature
The culture of Jeju haenyeo (women divers)

Professor of Anthropology, Jeju National University, Korea

The sea is divided into several zones for
administration of the hijiki harvest. The income
from the harvest depends on how well hijiki grows
in each zone. In the case of Gapado Island,
the sea is divided into 10 zones for harvesting
hijiki and every year the zone for each group is
changed, in an effort to use resources fairly.

In such ways, the Jeju haenyeo have peacefully
resolved conflicts that each individual's greed
can trigger within the haenyeo community. Their
eco-friendly method of collecting seafood, limited
by their ability to hold their breath underwater,
is an example of harmonious relations between
humans and nature. The ecological peace
created by the culture of Jeju haenyeo shows
how biosphere reserves, in contributing to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity,
can also contribute to peace.

Biosphere reserves and peace

Side Event on the occasion of the 33rd session of MAB-ICC
In celebration of the 50th annive the MA

Yoo Chul-In

Member, MAB National Committee of Republic of Korea
chulin@jejunu.ac.kr

Side Event on *Biosphere Reserves and Peace’
The 33rd session of the MAB-ICC, 16 September 2021
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Peace between People and Nature
The culture of Jeju haenyeo (women divers)

Yoo Chul-In

Professor of Anthropology, Jeju National University, Korea
Member, MAB National Committee of Republic of Korea
chulin@jejunu.ac.kr

Side Event on '‘Biosphere Reserves and Peace’
The 33rd session of the MAB-ICC, 16 September 2021

e Jeju

Location of Jeju Island:
Off the southernmost point of the Korean Peninsula

@ Jeju Provincial Government
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Legend
M Terrestrial Core Area
> u Marine Core Area
K ) Il Terrestrial Buffer Zone
@ '@‘ Marine Buffer Zone

Terrestrial Transition Areaf
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Key points

* Peace and sustainable development:
Two sides of the same coin

* Biosphere reserves:

Jeju Island
Biosphere Reserve:

designated in 2002;

expanded to the
whole island
including its marine
areas in 2019

@ Jeju Provincial Govt.

Integrate biodiversity and cultural diversity
Traditional knowledge in managing ecosystems

* Ecological peace:
Fair access to natural resources
Conflict prevention and resolution



Jeju Island

* World Heritage: Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes, 2007
* Jeju Island UNESCO Global Geopark, 2010
+ 5 Ramsar Sites, 2006~2015

* Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity:

Culture of Jeju Haenyeo (women divers), 2016
Jeju Chilmeoridang Yeongdeunggut, 2009

« Island of World Peace, 2005: Healing and Tolerance
mrgm‘s&g
Mz

® Kim Hungku (2010) @ Haenyeo Museum

Jeju haenyeo

» Women divers who dive for seafood without
using any breathing apparatus

« Hold one’s breath for up to a minute
» Dive up to ten meters underwater

« Work for 4 to 6 hours a day; About 90 days a year
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Breathing Underwater,
a documentary film

Source: Facebook

Peace between people and nature:
Sustainability of eco-friendly diving work

= The human greed for a big catch is counterbalanced by
an individual’s capacity to remain underwater
without the aid of breathing equipment.

Peace between people and nature:
Sustainability of eco-friendly diving work

= Village fishery coop (exclusive fishing rights over the sea near its
village) autonomously manages its sea by

- deciding the number of days for diving each year under the law

- regulating working hours and the size of the catch

- prohibiting the use of some technology

The head of a village fishery
cooperative waves a flag in order to
stop the diving work

== © ee Sung-eun (2006)
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Peace between people and nature:
Sustainability of eco-friendly diving work

» Haenyeo association (voluntary coop-affiliated organization)

implements the measures to dive sustainably in its sea by

- sowing the seeds of top-shells and abalone in its sea
- cleaning and weeding the seashore and the intertidal zone

Cleaning the seashore
and the intertidal zone
by a haenyeo association

© Haenyeo Museum

Map of a village fishing ground

Jeju haenyeo’s knowledge
concerning nature

» Mental map of the sea (the reefs and the habitat)

helps the haenyeo know where to go
to catch seafood successfully

* Local knowledge of the winds and the tide:
Diving work depends on the direction of the wind and
the sea current, and the current conditions of the

tide 0
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Conflict prevention & resolution
within the haenyeo community

© Lee Sung-eun (2003)
* Three groups according to the diving skills

- Higher-skilled/Middle-skilled/Lower-skilled

- Haenyeo profession requires years of practice.

- The haenyeo association decides unanimously, while the opinion
of the higher-skilled group is respected,

» Designated parts of the sea

- Sea for grannies / Sea for babies [novices]

Drying hijiki

ijiki

Fair access to natural resources

« Hijiki harvest

- Jointly gathered, dried, and sold
by the members of each village fishery cooperative
- Shared equally; A certain portion for village management
- (ex) Gapado village
Divided into 10 zones;
Every year the zone for each group is changed.

MESALFRIL Yot 218 FEDN 26
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United Nations Man and
Educational, Scientific and « the Biosphere
Cultural Organization . Programme naring

ural diversity = e

—--. Intercultural dialogue

Human rights s -
Mediaticn Sustainable deve lupmenl

Biosphere Reserves contribute to

* Conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity

* Peace

Eco-friendly method of collecting seafood

* Harmonious relations between humans and nature

A cover-page illustration
by Eva Armisén

(source: Facebook)

Thank you very much!
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Presentation 2

Peace among neighboring countries through
transboundary biosphere reserves

T71Zh 2Ea FalE fle BEYSHETXY

Torsten Raab SAHI 2tH

*Some texts and photos with friendly support from the Point Alpha Foundation are included in Mr. Raab’s presentation files

TEEALZO0)| ZOIE Ut x{Tho] H|Sst LR MAEQL AFEIO| ZEE|of A
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Presentation 2.

Peace among neighboring countries through

transboundary biosphere reserves

Mr. Torsten Raab

Head of the Hessian administrative office of the Rhén Biosphere Reserve

(Germany)

The Biosphere Reserve Rhon is situated in the
low mountain ranges in the centre of Germany.
In contrast to other German low mountain areas,
the Rhon is also known as the ‘land of open
spaces’ representing an open cultural landscape
shaped by human use since many centuries.
Spacious grasslands, mysterious swamps, quaint
hillscapes are complimented by a rich flora and
fauna.

The BR Rhon is located in the three federal states
of Bavaria, Hesse, and Thuringia over 6 districts
and total area of 243.000 ha. In each federal state
there is a separate management team for the
biosphere reserve.

Partnerships are existing with Biosphere
Reserves in South-Africa and Peru.

A great turning point in history of the Rhén was
building the Iron Curtain between Thuringia and
Bavaria/ Hesse after the 2nd World War. It started
with some small signs at the streets in the 50s
of the last century. But the border became more
and more fortified and there was no more chance
for people to cross the border.

People had to learn to live with this border for
many, many years. Roads ended here and

tourists from all over the world came to see this
border at the “end of Germany”. Some of the
people who lived here had no neighbors and
families were divided for decades.

During the Cold War the world stood on the brink
of destruction. Giant arsenals of nuclear weapons
established a balance of terror. And “Fulda Gap”
in the Rhon was one of the hottest places in the
Cold War. If war broke out, hundreds of atomic
mines and tactical nuclear weapons would have
come to use in the Rhén to prevent the enemy
from achieving his goals.

Here at this border the military observations
posts from US forces “OP Point Alpha” and GDR
troops have been in direct “contact”.

With the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989 and the
dissolution of the Soviet Union the Cold War
came to end and a new part of history began -
also for the Rhon.

In November 1989 people in GDR took to
the streets for “freedoms” - for very personal,
individual and social freedom. And they have
been successful — also at the border in the Rhén.
Thousands of people from both sides came to
the border in these nights to meet their “brothers



and sisters” on the other side of the Iron Curtain.
And to feel and enjoy their own freedom.

Also directly after the fall of the Iron Curtain a new
idea was born in the Rhon. A handful of people
started to create a transboundary Biosphere
Reserve in Bavaria, Hesse and Thuringia. In
winter 1989/1990 first cooperation-meetings
of nature-conservationists from Hesse and

Thruringia took place in the Rhén-forests.

Some months later and already in 1991 Dr. Klaus
Topfer (Federal Environment Minister and later
UNEP-director) came personally to bring the
UNESCO-certificate in the Rhon.

One important thing in the early 90s after the fall
of the Iron Curtain was to prevent the demolition
of the OP Point Alpha and to make it a memorial
and meeting place. And a new “House on the
border” was built, which shows an exhibition
about the history of Point Alpha, the Iron Curtain,
the people and life behind the border and the
Green Belt in the Biosphere Reserve.

The whole area of OP Point Alpha is preserved
in authentic condition. And it allows future
generations to experience what it was like to
be stationed on the hottest place of the Cold
War. This memorial-site has become a place
of exchange and understanding for more than
70.000 people every year.

The Point-Alpha-Foundation and the Point Alpha
Academy today offer a wide range of seminars
about past and present political issues.

And the German Unity Board of Trustees present
the Point-Alpha-Award in memory of the peaceful
reunification of Germany and for extraordinary
contributions to German and European unity, in
peace and freedom. In 2005 the Point-Alpha-
Award was presented for the first time to George
H.W. Bush, Mikhail Gorbachev and Dr. Helmut
Kohl.

But there were happening some more interesting
and important things in the Biosphere Rhén since
1989.

Noman’s land along the former border became
the “Green Belt” — with lots of rare species —
birds and plants. Nature here was able to grow
undisturbed for decades. Then Green Belt in
Germany between East and West is about 1400
km long (113 km in the BR Rhoén) and in Thuringia
it has the status of a National Nature Monument.
The European Green Belt from the North of
Norway to the Black Sea at Turkey is about
12.500 km long and runs along 24 states.

Along the historic Death Strip of the former
German border in the Rhon direct at OP Point
Alpha the “Path of Hope” shows 14 monumental
iron sculptures — and it is linked to the Christian
Way of the Cross. This border separated
Germany, divided Europe and the world. Now
it is part of a hiking trail along the border and
the Green Belt. And it is a strong symbol for

resistance.

There have been now three decades to make
the Rhén a model region for sustainable
development in the heart of Germy and Europe.
Many initiatives have started their work in the
Biosphere Reserve Rhon: The “Dachmarke Rhon”
as a network and cooperation of 300 farmers,
producers and restaurants. The “Rhéner Apple-
Initiative” with more than 3000 organic apple
farmers and delicious products like apple-beer
and apple-sherry. Nature conservation projects
for Red and Black Moor, Black Grouse, Redkite,
Rh&n Spring Snail. Sustainable tourism offers for
hiking, biking, climbing, gliding and paragliding.

Many people work together in Hesse, Bavaria
and Thuringia for the ideas of the UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve. There are no borders at
work and no borders in their heads. And more
and more people come to the Rhén and in the
Biosphere Reserve to enjoy the fantastic nature
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and all the different, regional and often organic
products from here.

Three more examples for the successful and
transboundary (net-) work in the Biosphere
Reserve Rhon are the premium hiking trail “The
Hochrhéner” about 175 km, which connects all
parts of the Biosphere Reserve from the South to
the North. Another example is the “Sternenpark
Rhon”, an International Dark Sky Reserve (IDA) to
protect the natural dark skies of the Rhén against
light pollution since 2014. And of course the
“‘Rhonschaf’, the Rhon-Sheep we saved in the
early 90 's and made it a tourist attraction and a
symbol for sustainable development.

We hope to continue our transboundary work and
successful story with people from three countries
with our new management plan.

m Peace among neighboring countries through Biosphere reserves and peace

Side Event on the occasion of the 33rd session of MAB-ICC

tra nsboundarv hi Dsphe re reserves In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the MAB Programme

UNESCO-Biosphere Reserve Rhon

Situation today: i

+ 3 Federal States: Bavaria, Hesse, Thuringia i

« 6 distriets (2x Ba, 2x He, 2x Th)

+ Area: 243.000 ha total, Bavaria: 129.585 ha,
Hesse: 64.828 ha, Thuringia: 48.910 ha

Mr. Torsten Raab +220:000 habttants

: s « 40% forest
Head of the Hessian administrative office Maiietin

of the Rhén Biosphere Reserve (Germany) - International Partnerships with
5 BR ,Kruger to Canyons” (South-Africa)
and BR BIOAY ,Oxapampa-Ashanika-

‘Yanesha* (Peru)
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Cult « Programme

Biosphere Reserves and Peace

Peace among neighboring countries through transboundary
biosphere reserves

Biosphirenreservat

Side Event, 33rd ICC MAB, 16.09.2021 Rhén

Peace among neighboring countries through
transboundary biosphere reserves

Speaker: Torsten Raab,
born 1969 in Fulda
(Hesse/ Germany)

Family: Father born in Fulda (Hesse),
Mother born in Vacha
(Thuringia)

Work: Head of the Hessian

adminstrative office
of the Rhon Biosphere Reserve
since 2011

e
o mnml:x?; @ Biosphere Reserve Rhén | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab
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UNESCO-Biosphere Reserve Rhon

Situation today:

* 3 Federal States: Bavaria, Hesse, Thuringia

* 6 districts (2x Ba, 2x He, 2x Th)

* Area: 243.000 ha total, Bavaria: 129.585 ha,
Hesse: 64.828 ha, Thuringia: 48.910 ha

* 220.000 habitants

* 40% forest

* 3 BR-administrative offices

* International Partnerships with
BR ,Kruger to Canyons* (South-Africa)
and BR BIOAY ,Oxapampa-Ashanika-
Yanesha“ (Peru)

Biosphiis
108p "‘“"s;;‘;‘: Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab

Building the Iron Curtain in the Rhon
between Thuringia and Bavaria/ Hesse

ATTENTION |
&5 50 METERS s

Stop! Border!

Beginning of building a border
after the 2nd World War between
East- and West-Germany in the
19508/1960s.

People had to learn to live with this
border for many years. Roads ended
here and tourists came to see this
border at the ,end of Germany*.

Biosphi
o “e"mﬁ.v;,f @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab
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Cold War: OP Point Alpha and Fulda Gap

Fulda G""P

Sphtlopreruna [t 50

Military observation posts from US Fulda Gap: One of the hottest places
forces and GDR troops in direct in the Cold War. If war broke out,
,contact” at Point Alpha in the hundreds of atomic mines and

Rhon. It was not possible and life tactical nuclear weapons would have
threatening to cross the border here. come to use here in the Rhon.

Bh:
S mnmlg::; Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab

1989: Fall of the wall and the Iron Curtain

In November 1989 people in GDR People came to the border in the
took to the streets for ,freedoms” — for autumn of 1989 to met their

very personal, individual and social ,brothers and sisters” on the
freedom. And they were successful — other side of the Iron Curtain. And to
also at the border in the Rhon. feel and enjoy freedom.

e
iosp! “2""5;::;: @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab
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1990/1991: Create a transboundery
UNESCO-Biosphere Reserve Rhon
in Bavaria, Hesse and Thuringia

Die ersten offiziellen Kontakte seit 40 Jahren:
Deutsch-deutsche Naturschiitzer unter sich

1990: First meeting of nature- 1991: Dr. Klaus Topfer (Federal
conservationists from Environment Minister, later than
Hesse and Thuringia to plan UNEP-director) brings the UNESCO-
a cooperation for a new certificate personally to Karl-Friedrich
Biosphere Reserve in the Rhon. Abe (head of the thur. adminstrative)

Biosphi
S mmes;;?x: @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab

Memorial and meeting place
»Point Alpha“

L\EIENTlUN

4 50 METERS
5 TUBORDER

Anew ,House on the border* The U.S. camp shows the work

shows an exhibition about the N\ and life of soldiers during the

history of Point Alpha, the N\ Cold War.

Iron Curtain, life behind the . .

’ . Point-Alpha-Foundation &
borde'r and the Green Belt in Point-Alpha-Award (Gorbatschow,
the Biosphere Reserve. Bush sen., Kohl, Walesa ...)

Rhén

Biosphii
HOSpHdreuTeser (e @ Biosphere Reserve Rhén | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab



Green Belt, National Nature Monument
& Path of Hope

Green Belt in Germany between East and The Path of Hope shows 14 monumental
West: 1400 km, 113 km Biosphere Rhon. sculptures - and is linked to the Christian Way
Parts are National Nature Monument. of the Cross. This border separated Germany,
European Green Belt from the North of divide;d'Europ.e and the world. Now it is part
Norway to the Black Sea at Turkey of a hiking trail across the border apd the
(12.500 km, 24 states). Green Belt. And is a symbol for resistance.

Bh:
S mnml;.::; @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab

BR Rhon: Model region
for sustainable development
in the heart of Germany and Europe

Many initiatives started their work in the Biosphere Reserve Rhon:

- Dachmarke Rhon: Network and cooperation of 300 farmers, producers and restaurants
- Rhén Apple Initiative with more than 3000 organic apple-farmers

- Nature conservation: Red and Black moor, Black Grouse, Redkite, Rhon Spring Snail

- Sustainable Tourism: Hiking, Biking, Climbing, Gliding and Paragliding

e
iosp! “2""5;:;: @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab
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Biosphere Reserve Rhon:
Land of open spaces — land of the open distance

Successful projects in a transboundary - Sternenpark Rhon: International

Rhon-network: Dark Sky Reserve (IDA) to protect the

- Premium hiking trail: natural dark skies of the Rhon against

»The Hochrhoner* from the south of light pollution.

bavarian Rhon to the north of thuringian - Rhonschaf: Rescue the Rhon-sheep
Rhon over 175 km. and make it a tourist attraction and a

symbol for sustainable development.

on

Biosphi:
H "emes;;m @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab

1991-2021:
30 years UNESCO-Biosphere Reserve Rhon -

working together in 3 countries and in a global network

e Y& 30 Jabse

: S50

: i , YEARS

Educationsl Beentie ang - e Bisephere ’ﬁ’ Biosphirenreservat
Cultural Organization - Programme Rh(‘jn

B

Biosphii
= mnm;j;: @ Biosphere Reserve Rhon | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab




Biosphere Reserve Rhon: nature - man - culture - peace
ol & ] P ¥ -" -
y e MG R
~ . s . 5 -
s ..-2-‘ v

=

Thank you for your attention!

e , . .
1osphdrenreseryar @ Biosphere Reserve Rhén | ICC Side Event | Torsten Raab

Rhén

40 Final Report of the Side Event on Biosphere Reserves and Peace



EAH 28

2 YBALTIAY S AR (52)

2 YSHSHX|GS S S0l S Aot X|o 9|
Alof It S| CHE S Arx|et 22| 212 A4
Sot olzto| Atgstof HYE B2l 25t Yo Hoix
S JjgE Bzto] Wolztn YN 9t W2 x4,
HHIZS &, TEAR ofE| £ 20| BR85S
A20] 9Uct.

2 WESTETX|G2 HOlOE, s, F2A 37H
el X7z FHEf el & A
243,000MEI20|CH 2 oA S0 HEHETX|
off chgt E=of Zr2[ AR=0] ULt

(U3
B
o
o)
10
re

12 o

H2XF MAICHT = HiO[of| 20 F|~2I2 Atofoi| He| &
Folch He| #9f
2 AIZFSIRACE.

=
2Lt 282 HAE O Zat=lln AlE0l =82 4

4 rlo 4
©
(&)
o
(s
]
IS
N
=2
>l
rlo
5]
Rl
=)
g
!

A2 Qs o] ZZ 1t & &0t #E Hie
Of iCt =2&= 0] oM Bt HHHE2 0| =3
2 27| ?ls ‘S| E'0fl 2ATE. 0] 2of| A1 A= At
HES +UESC o]} THES1 HO{A X|LKoF 3
Ct.

C}. Zichet #2717t BEo| FYS OI2UC) B B
CF 242 W 712t Sot 7Y w18 WA B i
CF. ZRO| SOt S 57| QIsh 44 JHo| o x|
2lo} T2 #2717} 20| EIFS Zolct

o] ZFoM Ol EOIE Ut U TS Zrhel B
A BT oo} et

Of ZAIZIAD MZ2 FAre| LRIt ARERH2H, Of

£ B0 = ORE7EX| A

198914 1120 L1S=2| AIRIS2 01 AtEo|1 7Y
QIF0|0 Ats|™Ql XAHRE 2l8h 72|12 LT 2I0f|A
T FZ0IME, Ol2{8t HHEE A< O|oRICE o] & &t
5 MYO| AIEE0| Zo| ot HL{®o| 7ES phtn

o
ARE B2st| SIs) FFO2 St I20 XK

Ho| Fato| FHX|X:, BloM MEZ2 Ofo|T|of &E
[=E

of RUIAT B MSHLFX|IS TA5H7| AL
L=
—_

A20 sl & F>o| Xt 2o of

YEHETR A ZH0[ ARE|D Hof X|LEX] 52 Hf

2 3Tt 50| 19910 22HRA E|T HAKQIE! &+
_I?i_ x

s
&2t % 0| UNEP HAXh7t 2|F 2o RUIAR

41 Final Report of the Side Event on Biosphere Reserves and Peace



2t ot7HH|O] ol M= 2t
CHeret MiOILHE ®MSE

i

20054 George H.W Bush, Mikhail Gorbachev 3!
Dr. Helmut Kohlof|| ;{222 ZQIE m} AH0| £:01

E|ACt

1989HEH 2 MEHDHX|AM &

A TS mat AE FAX|H= 5 FE M2t A=0|
0| MAlst= ORIMET} Q) XA2 24 H S
oF |fsf 2Rl 1 O|ROIM HEE & AUCH S=
o M= Ato|e] O2I ME= 9f 1,400kmO|0{ 017|M
130kmE Bl AEHEHX|G0| RACt 2 T LREF™
A 822 = %'HIE =g A 7|'E’!%0|Ef %’E* azld

24ojo|o %ae gt purl 22 ALz

SiApHoR Fge| oletn HelE ZOIE Yt Ko
2t glo] o 2F2 Wt Y “slFe] Wolls 147He]

7|'E’.'H|7“ =2 %Ol JH)\|E|01 %951 Ol= "dxt7tel 2
ot MAIE
t=XEE

C}. B2 O|L|ME|=7} MBS ALHX

(B

C}. Dachmarke RhonZ 3007H2|

Eg Z3sin

o
2
i
4m 0O

> K

T

el b |

mn 140
mn
-

ofF o
__>;|_
i
o

ol

N
o

I s O K
o M 2 2 oz
2 30 Mo iy on
e )
% i HL

-4
9
ro
i
i

riu
io
09

ra
1o
0z
04 o
o

40
'l
rr
40
it}

icl
o2
=
Hi
oy

rlo
>~
il
fuin

o

o
4

re rr
Y
ol

HL

LU

i '

1Al

[

gl
Rl

12
1o

t

o
mr

[>
m
H

ol
N}
i
lob
[ol=)
rd
[

I'II'

—_
o
O

ol

ru
o

o

7171 213H

OiIH sz

tX 4=

75km 2|9
CtE o2& 2014 0|F

et
o
ol=]

0Q
|.|'|
O
rlo

2

Ho

o
2
18"

0 H
ri

e
o

b

-

i

ox o

R Ml
>

Aol

Bl YHAUETXA

P2l 22 SA [l FHX|
FE 9l3t B X|ooz WSO 2
= 0] AIxtI91

S, WA, 22

2= HIEYIS U BRAROICE Bl A
S5 ARt 5271

Ol QUAD MBHHFTIAOE &4, bt
ol g it
fololl 20| ¢
Ol BRI Xjotm Clefet KIoj 2 @

of 2Lt

=40| ¢

ACh 20 MY O B2

AHHAMX|o B E

zZ2(0|Y stold 2

4 Zaf2 e

20N

o
]

[=)

_—

Z5t7| flgt =H gots 2%
O] /ULt 2E, 90Ty =0
X&7tsst

=13
=

Sall 37H= A

|

!

2l 0|0k 12

A



Presentation 3

Biosphere reserve: A learning place for
Peace and Sustainable Development

Wajot X7 SUHO| SN, HEUHHX|

Richard Ofori-Amanfo Z|XE Q32| Of2t3x
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Presentation 3.

Biosphere reserve: A learning place for Peace and Sustainable

Development - A Case Study in the Bia Biosphere Reserve (BBR)

Mr. Richard Ofori Amanfo

Bia Biosphere Reserve Site Manager / Regional Manager Wildlife Division of

Forestry Commission (FC) (Ghana)

Introduction

Bia Biosphere Reserve (BBR) is in Ghana, found
in Western North Region, situated at Bia West
and Juaboso Districts. The Core of the BBR
was first gazette as a National Park in 1974,
which covers an area of 306km2. The Core Area
of the BBR is now a twin Park, comprises of a
National Park and a Resource Reserve, forming
a Conservation Area. BBR became the first
Biosphere Reserve (BR) in Ghana, approved in
1982. The area was expanded to create the BR
and now it covers a total area of 1,143 km2 but
only the Core Area has been gazetted. However,
the rest of the area which has not been gazetted
are well recognized by all Stakeholders.

The BBR is transition zone between moist
evergreen and semi evergreen forest. The Core
Area is less disturbed, rich with forest trees
and wild animals including elephants, bongos,
six primates, duikers etc. The Core Area of the
BR is well managed and controlled by Wildlife
Division (WD) of Forestry Commission (FC).
Some Community Resource Management Areas
(CREMASs) have been formed to support WD and
others to conserve the Transition Area of the BR.

Conflicts resulting in the use of natural
resources in the BBR

The population in the BBR is over 380,000. The
population live depends largely on the natural
resources in the BBR. The Management of
the BBR (WD) is making all efforts to ensure
sustainable management of natural resources
particularly in the Core Area. However, these
bring conflicts and sometimes clashes between
the BR staff and the communities. In some cases,
the clashes have resulted in serious injuries and
death among poachers/communities and BR
staff.

Introduction of alternative livelihood support
projects in BBR

Attempts have been made by the BBR to
introduce some livelihood activities in the BR to
enhance peace and collaborations for community
support in conservation of the Natural Resources
(NR) in the BR. These projects include: BR
for biodiversity conservation and sustainable
development in Anglophone Africa project
(BRAFF), implemented in 1997. Furthermore, A
Community Forest Base Project (CFBP) funded



by French Government was implemented by
CARE International (NGO) in the BBR from 2006-
2009. Besides that, Protected Area Development
Programme, funded by EU, was implemented
from 2005-2010 and the GEBR project, from
2013-2017. The GEBR project targeted mainly
on livelihood activities in the BBR and has
huge positive impacts on the livelihood of the
communities in the BBR.

Green Economy in Biosphere Reserves (GEBR)
Project

The GEBR project, a means to Biodiversity
Conservation, poverty reduction and sustainable
development. The ultimate goal of the project is
to improve livelihood of local communities, socio-
economic status while conserving biodiversity.
The GEBR project was funded by the Korean
International Cooperation Agency (KOICA),
through UNESCO and implemented in BBR by
EPA (including MAB Committee) and WD, BBR
Management staff. The project was implemented
from September 2013 to April 2017.

A total of 231 beneficiaries of the GEBR were
trained as trainers to train other community
members in the BBR. The following training
activities were undertaking for the beneficiaries:

Livelihood Beneficiaries Iltems Supplied
Activity

Apiculture 63 5 boxes each, bee
(Beekeeping) suit and equipment
Palm oil 77 Two stations with 4
extraction machines provided

Snail farming 62 One pen each with

some snails
Mushroom 29 One Centre and
production cropping houses
Total 231

Beneficiaries from 29 communities were trained
and they were supplied with the necessary

equipment and materials for startup. The GEBR
project was very successful. Additional people
joined the groups after the project, especially the
palm oil extraction and the beekeeping activities.

General benefits of GEBR Project to local

communities for sustainable development

The beneficiaries acquired additional skills
through the livelihood training programmes.
It also improved upon the livelihood of the
Local Communities enabling them educate
their children in tertiary institutions. The project
helped the various groups to form cooperatives
to improve upon marketing opportunities and
advertise their products. Besides that, some of
the beneficiaries in mushroom production were
exposed to other improved farming methods.
The project also helped the beneficiaries to open
Bank Accounts for savings and loans to improve
upon their livelihood.

Peace and collaboration envisaged in the BBR,
resulting from the GEBR Project

The communities’ livelihood is improving thereby,
reducing conflicts between BBR staff and Local
communities in natural resource use. As the
local communities now have some of the natural
resources readily at their disposal, unsustainable
harvest of natural resources are declining, this
reducing clashes between BR staff and the
communities. Moreover, security information
to BR Authorities have enhanced, reducing
dangerous poachers in the BR, promoting
sustainable conservation and peace as this has
reduced BR staff and Military operations in the
communities. The community members comply
with the laid down regulations, enhancing good
collaboration and beneficiaries feel embarrassed
when arrested for poaching so they try to avoid
illegalities, bringing peace in the BR. Furthermore,
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the GEBR project is enhancing good relationship
among various communities in the BBR as they
are trained and work together. The communities
have observed that supporting conservation
could improve their livelihood so there is the
need for collaboration for conservation of the
natural resources available. In addition to the
above, the project has been able to bring the BR
staff closer to the community members, bringing
good relationship, taking advantage for intensive
conservation education and bringing peace in the
BR.

Transboundary project between BBR (Ghana)
and adjacent forest reserves in Ilvory Coast

The above mention project, also known as Bia—
Diambarakro Transfrontier Conservation Area
(Bia-Diambarakro TFCA) was implemented from
2015 to 2018. It was funded by FAO/GEF and
implemented mainly by Conservation Alliance
(an NGO) supported by WD, BBR staff. The
objective of the project is to establish viable and
sustainable trans-frontier conservation area that
links forest reserves and protected areas in the
two countries.

= Biosphere reserve: A learnin
Peace and Sustainable Deve

place for
pment

b

Mr. Richard Ofori-Amanfo

Bia Biosphere Reserve Site Manager /
Regional Manager, Wildlife Division of
Forestry Commission (FC) (Ghana)

i THIRTY-THIRD (33) SESSION OF MAB-ICC (2021)

BIA BIOSPHERE RESERVE

PRESENTER: MR. RICARD OFORI-AMANFO

Peace and cooperation envisaged in the
Transboundary project

The project improved high level international
collaboration between Ghana and lvory
Coast. The project also fostered undisturbed
international boundary patrols by monitoring
of elephants and other species. It undertook
international local communities exchange visits
and interactions bringing good cooperation and
peace among the two countries. In addition, the
project enabled the two countries learn from each
other conservation methods and cooperation in
transfer of knowledge bringing good collaboration
and sustainable conservation between the two

countries.

Conclusion

Implementation of livelihood activities in the
local communities within BR could foster good
relationship, peace, tranquility and sustainable
development. It should also be noted that
international collaboration in NR Management is
a means of cooperation, respect to each other
country, promotion of peace and enhancement of
sustainable conservation and development.

osphere reserves and peace

(BBR) IN GHANA
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Appendix 1: Maps indicating location of Bia Biosphere Reserve
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Appendix 2.

Core Area - Bia Biosphere Reserve Buffer Zone — Bia Biosphere Reserve

Palm Plantation in Transition Area Bongo found at BBR Core Area

Bongo found at BBR Core Area Beekeeping in Bia Biosphere Reserve

Training in palm oil extraction
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BIA BIOSPHERE RESERVE (BBR) IN
GHANA

THIRTY-THIRD (33) SESSION OF MAB-ICC (2021)

PRESENTER: MR. RICARD OFORI-AMANFO

—

PRESENTATION TOPIC

BIOSPHERE RESERVE: A LEARNING PLACE FOR PEACE
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT,

A CASE STUDY IN THE BIA BIOSPHER RESERVE (BBR),

GHANA USING:

» THE GREEN ECONOMY IN BIOSPERE RESERVE (GEBR)
PROJECT AND

» TRANS-BOUNDARY PROJECT BETWEEN GHANA AND

COAST
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INTRODUCTION
LOCATION OF BIA BIOSPHERE RESERVE (BBR)
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INTRODUCTION
BIA BIOSPHERE RESERVE (BBR)

» BBR is in Ghana, found in Western North Region, situated
at Bia West and Juaboso Districts

» The Core of BBR was first, gazetted as a National Park in
1974

» The Core covers an area of 306km?2

» The Core, is now a twin Park: a National Park & a Resource
Reserve (forming a Conservation Area)

» BBR became the first Biosphere Reserve in Ghana,
approved in1982

» Some other areas were added to the Bia Conservation

forming the BBR




BBR, INTRODUCTION CONT.

» Now the total area of BBR is 1,143km?2

» The area is transitional zone between moist evergreen
and semi evergreen forest

» The Core Area is less disturbed, rich with forest trees
and wild animals, including elephants, bongo, 6
primates, duikers etc.

» The Core Area and Buffer Zone are fully managed by
Wildlife Division (WD) of Forestry Commission (FC),
Ghana

» Some Community Resource Management areas
(CREMAs) have been formed in the BBR to support WD
con he Transition Area

MAP OF BIA BIOSPHERE RESERVE
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BIA BIOSPHERE RESERVE

CORE AREA BUFFER ZONE

ANIMAL SPECIES IN CORE & BUFFER




53

CONFLICTS RESULTING IN THE USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN BBR

The population in the BBR is over 380,000

The population live depends largely on the natural
resources in the BR, particularly in the Core Areas

Moreover, some people staying outside the BBR
livelihoods also depend on the BR

The Management of the BBR (WD) is making all
efforts to ensure sustainable management of naturel
resources particularly in the Core Area

These bring conflicts and sometimes clashes
between the BBR staff and the communities

Clashes have sometimes resulted serious injuries

wg communities and the BR staff

INTRODUCTION OF ALTERNATIVE LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT PROJECTS
IN BBR, TO ENHANCE PEACE AND CORRABORATIONS FOR
CONSERVATION

BRAFF PROJECT (Biosphere Reserves for biodiversity
conservation and sustainable development in
Anglophone Africa), by EPA with MAB & WD- 1997
Community Forest Base Project (CFBP),

implemented by CARE International, 2006-2009
Protected Area Development Programme Il (PADP
Il') by EU, 2005 - 2010

The Green Economy in Biosphere Reserves (GEBR)
project, from 2013 - 2017, this has huge livelihood
impacts on the BBR

\
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THE GREEN ECONOMY IN BIOSPHERE RESERVES (GEBR) PROJECT

GEBR, a means to Biodiversity Conservation, poverty
reduction and sustainable development

The ultimate goal is to improve livelihood of local
communities, socio-economic status while
conserving Biodiversity

The GEBR Project was funded by the Korean
International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

Through UNESCO and implemented by EPA (including
Ghana MAB Committee) and Wildlife Division - BBR
The project started from September 2013 to April

\ZQJ7\

GEBR LIVELIHOOD ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED IN BBR (TRAINING OF
TRAINERS)

Apiculture (Beekeeping) - 63 people

Palm oil extraction - 77 people
Snail farming - 62 people
Mushroom production - 29

Total - 231

Beneficiaries from 29 communities were trained as
trainers

They were equipped and supplied with materials

The GEBR project was very successful

Additional people joined the groups after the project,

ecially the palm oil extraction and beekeeping groups



LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT PROGRAMMES:
TRAINING IN BEEKEEPING

HONEY HARVESTING
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SNAIL FARMING




TRAINING ON THE USE OF PALM OIL EXTRACTION
MACHINES

GENERAL BENEFITS OF GEBR PROJECT TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

» Beneficiaries acquired additional skills through
the livelihood training programmes

» Improved the livelihood of the Local Communities
— educating their children in tertiary institutions

» Cooperatives were formed to improve marketing
opportunities and advertise their products

» Exposed to other improved farming methods
through the mushroom production training

» Opening of Bank Accounts, access to savings and

lo improve upon their livelihood
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PEACE AND COLLABORATION ENVISAGED IN THE BBR,
RESULTING FROM THE GEBR PROJECT

» The communities livelihood is improving, thereby,
reducing conflicts between BBR staff and local
communities in Natural Resource use

» As the local communities have some of the NR readily at
their disposal, unsustainable harvest of NR are declining,
reducing clashes

» Security information to BR Authorities enhanced, reducing
dangerous poachers in the BR, promoting sustainable
conservation and peace

» The community members comply with the laid down
regulations, enhancing good collaboration between BR
st the community members

PEACE AND COLLABORATION ENVISAGED IN THE
BBR, RESULTING FROM THE GEBR PROJECT

» Beneficiaries feel embarrass when arrested for
involvement in poaching, so they try to avoid illegalities,
bringing peace in the BR

» The BBR project is enhancing good relationship among
various communities

» Communities see that supporting conservation could
improve livelihood and there is the need for collaboration

» BBR staff are now closer to community members,
bringing good relationship, conservation education and
peace in the BR
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TRANS-BOUNDARY PROJECT BETWEEN BBR (GHANA) AND ADJACENT FOREST RESERVES IN IVORY COAST
(2015 -2018)

» Bia-Diambarakro Transfrontier Conservation Area (Bia-
Diambarakro TFCA)

» Funded by FAO/GEF and implemented mainly by
Conservation Alliance (NO), supported by WD

» Objective: Is to establish viable and sustainable trans-
frontier conservation area that links forest reserves and
protected areas in the two countries

Components:
Improved capacity for biodiversity conservation;
» Ecosystem restoration and protection; and
» Strengthened conservation in the production landscape
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PEACE AND COOPERATION ENVISAGED IN GHANA AND IVORY
COAST, DUE TO THE TRANSBOUNDARY PROJECT

» Improved high level international collaboration between
Ghana and Ivory Coast through inter Ministerial and
Managerial meetings

» Undisturbed international boundary patrols by monitoring of
elephants and other species

» International local communities exchanged visits and
interactions bringing good cooperation and peace among the
two countries

» Learn from each other conservation methods and cooperation
in transfer of knowledge brining good collaboration and
sustainable conservation between the two countries

.

CONCLUSION

» Implementation of livelihood activities in the communities
within BR could foster good relationship, peace and
sustainable development. This must be pursued

» International collaboration in Natural Resources
Management is a means of cooperation, respect to each
other country, peace and enhancement of sustainable
conservation and development

» THANK YOU
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Presentation 4

Peace imagined by youth in biosphere reserve
Hdo| Hi2tE = HEHE M X| 3t L3}
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Presentation 3.

Peace imagined by youth in biosphere reserve

Ms. Hilyatuz Zakiyyah

Climate Reality Leader, Climate Reality Project Indonesia (Indonesia) Graduate
Research Assistant, Mason Centre for Climate Change Communication,

George Mason University, USA

Opening

My name is Lia Zakiyyah from Indonesia. | am
currently a PhD Student at George Mason
Universit