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PIKO is the official organization recognized by the Philippine Embassy to the Republic of
Korea comprising of different Filipino students currently studying from different Korean edu-
cational institutions. A non-profit organization thatis committed to the promotion of
fellowship and cooperation among Filipino students participating in educational programs in
Korea.
PIKO commits itself to:
- Conducting regular activities to promote fellowship between members;
- Sharing existing members’ expertise with current and potential Filipino scholars in
Korea;
- Supporting various Filipino cultural events and promoting the Filipino culture to the
international community;
- Encouraging social and intellectual exchange, fellowship, and community between and
among Filipino students in Korea; and
- Instilling a firm sense of nationalism and service to the country among Filipino students

in Korea.




Filipino Culture Sharing with the International Community

> Consistent with this year's UNESCO Volunteer Project of sharing (or
Lt=)

> We thought of sharing the unique features of the Filipino culture to
the local and expat community here in Korea.

Share the uniqueness of the Filipino culture
(from its traditional foods, games, etc.)
to the local and expat community through
interactive games, tasks, and events.




> Two events: one in Seoul and one in Gyeongsan.

> The events are called Dasdas and Sarapinas, respectively.

> The Dasdas event was held last August 30, and the word dasdas
means to take a "charge" in the local Cebuano language in the Phil-
ippines.

> This event happened in Seoul wherein the target participants
raced to various "stations" strategically placed within Seoul City Hall
and Seoul Forest to look for "clues" and complete various tasks
related to the Filipino culture.

> The first team of participants to complete the race won gift prizes
and the event was capped with a feast of Filipino foods.

> The Sarapinas in Gyeongsan (held at the Catholic University of
Daegu) was an emulation of the traditional town festival (or fiesta)
in the Philippines during special events such as birthdays, wed-
dings, etc.

> This event features different traditional Filipino foods prepared by
the Filipino students studying in Daegu and Gyeongsan area, and
was shared with the Korean and expat community living there.
Aside from the festive foods, participants and volunteers.

> The local and international expat community have become more
aware of PIKO's advocacies and have more appreciation of the Filipino

culture

> Especially its traditions such its foods, games, and other interesting

facts about the Philippines which have been increasingly becoming a

part of the Korean society.




OjllMI0]

PIKO - Julius Marvin Flores and Darine Mabunga

Dasdas is a Cebuano term which means ‘to charge’ or ‘to assault,” but recently takes
up a lighter connotation: to go forward. As a way to enjoy the last rays of Seoul
summer sun, last August 30, 2015, the Pinoy Iskolars sa Korea (PIKO) organized
DASDAS 2015, an ‘Amazing Race’-themed event aimed at kindling Filipino culture and
tradition in the heart of Seoul. The race was composed of five missions, which were
played at different places around Seoul. Each mission was pitched to introduce Philip-
pine culture and tradition to non-Filipino participants, as well as to remind Filipino
participants of the way of life they have been missing. More Filipino delicacies were
served at the end of the event. Filipinos and their international friends alike enjoyed
the pansit bihon, adobong manok, empanada, and macaroni salad. Dasdas 2015
recreated the Filipinos’ valued culture and celebrated traditions in the heart of Seoul.
Through the race’s missions, non-Filipino participants were exposed to these things in
a fun and engaging manner. On the other hand, Filipino participants gained a deeper
appreciation of their own way of life. PIKO hopes to continue organizing events like
Dasdas which celebrates the Filipino culture and appreciation of Seoul while “provid-
ing an avenue for creative interaction” among Korean, Filipinos, and other internation-

al communities in South Korea.



PIKO - Ralph Rolly Gonzales

PIKO Daegu-Gyeongbuk Chapter organized a festive event showcasing Filipino
cuisine and culture which was held at the Catholic University of Daegu last September
20, 2015. The event, entitled SaraPinas! A Feast of Filipino Flavors was attended not
only by Filipino students and employees but also by foreigners coming from different
races. This fiesta-themed event allowed the foreign guest to somewhat travel and
experience the Philippines at its best. Some of the popular festivals in the Philippines
such as Ati-Atihan, Pahiyas, Masskara, Kadayawan, and Panagbenga were introduced
through a short interactive lecture. Also, the atmosphere became more festive
because of the banderitas (colorful flaglets), masks, and traditional Filipino clothes
decorating the whole area. What is a festival without a lot Filipino food? The food
served in the event included rice, adobo, humba, lumpiang shanghai, pansit, biko,
pakbet, ginataan, and gulaman. Also, to further describe the flavors of the delicacies,
the food’s origins were discussed during the lecture and it was concluded that Filipino
flavors was actually a mixture of Spanish and Chinese flavors. After the food tasting, it
was voted that humba, pansit, and gulaman were the three types of food which were
liked the most by the guests that day. To further experience a Filipino festival, a singing
contest was conducted. It was participated not only by Filipinos but also by non-Filipi-
no participants. All of the contestants performed well and at the end, a graduate
student from Daegu University got the first prize. The prize was a package of Filipino
products. All in all, PIKO successfully presented the Philippines to the foreigners and as

what they say, “It's more fun in the Philippines. This is not a campaign. It’s the truth.”
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