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WORKCAMP INFOSHEET for
KNCU-01, JEJU

Arrival Date 14 July

Meeting Point Gate 1, Jeju International Airport

Meeting Time 1PM, 5PM

Departure Date 27 July

No. of Volunteers 22 (12 International, 10 Korean)

Working Language English

Contact

+82 2 6958 4176 from overseas OR 02 6958 4176 in Korea

Address of Accommodation

Eomeong Abang Janchi Maeul, 39,
Sinpunghadong-Road, Seoungsan-County,
Seogwipo-City, Jeju Island

(O] HOPLRIZ| DS, MFEA| 4k




ABOUT WORK

BACKGROUND & LOCAL ORGANIZER




WORK

*\Work is subject to change

1 Working for local community (Monday to Friday for 2 weeks / Morning time)

Volunteers will work for local residents such as agricultural farming and repairing old houses in the village.
Sometimes, it will be physically demanding but your efforts are great assistance to the residents. By helping
out in the local community, volunteers can have hands-on experiences and truly grasp what it is like to live
and work in Korea’s countrysides.

2 Painting a Wall (Monday to Friday for 2 weeks)

Volunteers will paint several empty walls of community facilities including bridges, community houses as well
as residential houses of underprevillaged residents. The theme of the painting is peace. Volunteers will also
make direction signs for tourists.

3 After school activities (Monday to Friday for 2 weeks, every afternoon)

In Korea, lessons on multiculturalism are part of the regular programmes in primary education. As the
number of immigrants rapidly increases, it is vital to learn about various cultural backgrounds.

During the workcamp, you will assume the role of a teacher and introduce your culture and country to the
local children and youth. You will organize lesson plans and practice it together with the other campers
before the class.

You can use any items such as images, songs, games, dance routines, or even magic shows. Volunteers will
also hold a science class to make a simple mosquito repellent for children.

It is not common that students, particularly in our workcamp sites, meet many foreigners during class. Your
lessons are a good opportunity for children to learn and respect cultural diversity.



ACCOMMODATION

Volunteers will stay at a renovated school, a community
facility, located in the village. Bedding will be provided
and volunteers will sleep on the Korean style floor.
Volunteers will share one big room, one room for
female participants and another for male volunteers.
Meeting rooms, bathrooms and toilets are available in

the accommodation,

FOOD

Participants have to cook by themselves. The volunteers will need to take turns in cooking, showcas-
ing their own culture’s food. Please note that we are unable to provide specific halal food or vegetar-
ian dishes during the workcamp. However, Korean meals always include a variety of side dishes,
some of which may be vegetarian. Participants may choose what they want to eat from among the
various available dishes. On the first day, volunteers will gather to make a schedule as to who will

cook, clean, etc.

If you have specific dietary needs or food allergies, please let us know as soon as possible.

workcamp@unesco.or.kr.



FOR LIVING

Toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, sham-
poo, etc)

Towel

Personal medicine

Comfortable footwear or sturdy, closed shoes (to
prevent from sliding on rainy day)

Outworn clothing (for painting activity, clothes
may get dirty)

Sun-screen, hat, & umbrella or waterproof cloth-
ing

Mosquito repellent

Lock (You can lock your locker.)

Please do not bring high-priced objects in
case they get lost. KNCU and the local host
organization are responsible for any stolen
or lost belongings.

INSURANCE

FOR ACTIVITIES

Groceries and ingredients that are unigue to your

country.

- We will use these for our meals and the farewell
party to share food culture with local residents. If
you have any meal plan for camp, please contact
Mr. PARK.

Detailed information about your country and

culture.

© We will have Afterschool Activities for local
children. Please bring resources such as pictures,
postcards, maps, traditional costumes or musical
instruments that represent your culture. Traditional
songs and dancing are also welcome!

Games
- We will be playing games during our free time.
Materials that show off your talents
: During the farewell party, we will have recreation
time with local residents. Time to show your talent!

All the participants should purchase their own insurance and submit the copy of the insurance policy before the

camp starts.

Please note that the Korean National Commission for UNESCO will provide a basic insurance for the accidents

during the workcamp for participants ONLY who send their confirmation form together with the copy of

her/his passport by no later than 30 JUNE.

Neither KNCU nor the host organizations will be liable for expenses incurred from accidents, injuries, medical

treatments, hospitalization, loss or damage of personal properties, or for any forms of compensation in the

event of death, disability, or injury apart from the basic insurance.



In accordance with the UNESCO Constitution and the law, the Korean National Commission for
UNESCO was founded on 30 January 1954 following Korea’s admission to UNESCO in 1950. The Act
concerning UNESCO Activities in Korea enacted in 1963 provides the Commission with a firm legal
basis for the autonomy of the organization, its finances and program management. More than 60
years, KNCU has constantly evolved to better meet the needs and aspirations of the rapidly changing

Korean society.

UNESCO is the first United Nations agency to have defined and developed specific programmes so
that youth can engage in their societies as responsible social actors and partners. The principal objec-
tive of UNESCO’s strategy of action with and for youth is to champion the empowerment of young

people to ensure and enhance their full participation as equal and valuable partners in society.

Accordingly, the youth-oriented activities of KNCU focus on giving youth of today and tomorrow

the best possible chance to express themselves and participate fully in social life.

For more information: www.unesco.or kr/en

== QyAd

AU - otzo0m

United Nations - Korean National
Educational, Scientific and « Commission for UNESCO
Cultural Organization .




GEOGRAPHY

Jejulsland is a volcanic island, dominated by Halla-san (Halla Mountain): a volcano 1,950 metres high and the
highest mountain in South Korea.

The island was created entirely from volcanic eruptions approximately 2 million years ago, from the Tertiary
time period to the beginning of the Quaternary period, and consists chiefly of basalt and lava. The eruptions
took place in the Cenozoic era. It has a humid subtropical climate, warmer than that of the rest of Korea, with
four distinct seasons. Winters are cool and dry while summers are hot, humid, and sometimes rainy.

The value of Jeju has been recognized through its designation as a Biosphere Reserve in 2002, as a World
Natural Heritage site in 2007 and a Global Geopark in 2010, making this sub-tropical island the only place on
Earth to receive all three UNESCO designations in natural sciences.

Tourism accounts for a large portion of Jeju's economy. Jeju's temperate climate, natural scenery, and beach-
es deem it a popular tourist destination for South Koreans as well as visitors from other parts of East Asia.

WEATHER

July is a rainy season in Korea. It's so hot and humid mixed with
rain. According to the most recent data, July's temperatures
range between 28~32’C. As weather is unpredictable, it will be
more convenient to bring an umbrella or waterproof clothing.
There is also a good chance of rain or typhoon at one point
during our program in Jeju. One should expect a typical tropi-
cal weather.



SOCIETY & CULTURE

Because of the relatively isolated geographical state of the
island, the people of Jeju have developed a culture and
language that are distinct from those of mainland Korea.
Jeju is home to thousands of local legends. Perhaps the
most distinct cultural artifact is the ubiquitous dol hareu-
bang ("stone grandfather") carved from a block of basalt.
Another distinct characteristic of Jeju is the matriarchal
family structure, found especially in Udo and Mara, but also
present in the rest of the province. The best-known exam-
ple of this is found among the hae-nyeo ("sea women"),
who were often the heads of families, because they
controlled the income. They earned their living from free
diving, often all year round in cold water temperatures,
without scuba gear in order to harvest marine products.
However, because of rapid economic development and modernization, only few hae-nyeos still actively
work today.

CUISINE

Jeju Island is the southernmost and largest island isolat-
ed from the Korean peninsula. Due to its lack of fresh
water, paddy farming is only done on a small scale on
the island, with the cultivation of cereal crops such as
millet, barnyard millet, buckwheat, and barley as the
main feature of agriculture. Therefore, the traditional
Jeju meal generally consists of japgokbap which is a
bowl of steamed multiple grains as the main dish, with
various salted dried fish called jaban as banchan (side
dishes).
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WORKCAMP INFOSHEET for
KNCU-02, MUAN

Arrival Date 21 July

Meeting Point  11th floor, Korea UNESCO House, Seoul

Meeting Time 1PM

Departure Date 3 Aug

No. of Volunteers 17 (12 International, 5 Korean)

Working Language English

Contact

+82 2 6958 4176 from overseas OR 02 6958 4176 in Korea




CAMP SITE

Muan-gun is a region in the Southwest of the Korean peninsula. Muan tidal flats were registered
on the national wetland protection area in 2001 and on the site list of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands in 2008. It was also listed on the on the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative list and as a
Biosphere Reserve for its rich biodiversity and beaufiful landscape.

Muan has a lot of resources. Muan’ coastal area consists of red clay and mud flat. It has coastline

LOCAL ORGANIZER

The local organizer for the KNCU-02 Muan workcamp is the Eco-Horizon Institute, which is one of
the most prominent non-governmental organizations in the field of environment, particularly wet-
land.

The institute researches and suggests alternative polices for the preservation of

Environment and the sustainable development of the local community. In line with, the institute
carries out various activities in order to raise the public’'s awareness of the values of environment
so that contribute establishing harmony between human and the nature.

The institute is specialized in the field of wetland and DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) studies. They have
cooperated with KNCU since 2011 for various youth programmes of KNCU including workcamps.

Eco-Horizon Institute will coordinate and supervise the Muan camp at the campsite. They also
recruit children to participate in the junior global citizenship camps in cooperation with local gov-
ernment and the Korean volunteers.

Where Field and Theory Meet
Eco-Horizon Institute

AR



WORK

*\Work is subject to change

1 Working for local community

Volunteers will work for local residents such as agricultural farming and repairing old houses in the village.
Sometimes, it will be physically demanding but your efforts are great assistance to the residents. By helping
out in the local community, volunteers can have hands-on experiences and truly grasp what it is like to live
and work in Korea’s countryside.

Volunteers will paint several empty walls of community facilities including bridges, community houses as

well as residential houses of underprevilleged residents.

2 Wetland preservation activities

Muan wetland was the first place listed on the national wetland protection area. Volunteers will work for
the preservation of the Muan wetland in cooperation with the Muan Ecological Tidal Flat Center, which is
a local government.

Volunteers will work for raising the public awareness of the value of the white crab with white legs through
creating items using recycling materials and waging campaigns with local children. Volunteers will also

clean the wetland by removing marine garbage on the seashore.

3 Junior global citizenship camp

In Korea, lessons on multiculturalism are part of the regular programmes in primary education. As the
number of immigrants rapidly increases, it is vital to learn about various cultural backgrounds.

During the workcamp, you will assume the role of a teacher and introduce your culture and country to the
local children and youth. You will organize lesson plans and practice it together with the other campers

before the class.



You can use any items such as images, songs, games, dance routines, or even magic shows. Volunteers will
also hold a science class to make a simple mosquito repellent for children.
[t is not common that students, particularly in our workcamp sites, meet many foreigners during class. Your

lessons are a good opportunity for children to learn and respect cultural diversity.

4 Free time activities

During the two weeks, you will also be able to re-discover and experience the local culture such as making
traditional food and natural dyeing.

The host provides volunteers excursions of some famous places near the workcamp site on Saturdays.
Sundays are free adys that participants can make tour plans by themselves and travel the island.

Sunday activities will be at your own expenses.



ACCOMMODATION

Volunteers will stay at a community center, located in the village. Bedding will be provided and volun-
teers will sleep on the Korean style floor. Volunteers will share one big room, one room for female
participants and another for male volunteers. Meeting rooms, bathrooms and toilets are available in

the accommodation.

FOOD

Participants have to cook by themselves. The volunteers will need to take turns in cooking, showcasing
their own culture’s food. Please note that we are unable to provide specific halal food or vegetarian
dishes during the workcamp. However, Korean meals always include a variety of side dishes, some of
which may be vegetarian. Participants may choose what they want to eat from among the various avail-

able dishes. On the first day, volunteers will gather to make a schedule as to who will cook, clean, etc.

If you have specific dietary needs or food allergies, please let us know as soon as possible. work-

camp@unesco.or kr.



FOR LIVING

Toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, sham-
poo, etc)

Towel

Personal medicine

Comfortable footwear or sturdy, closed shoes (to
prevent from sliding on rainy day)

Outworn clothing (for painting activity, clothes
may get dirty)

Sun-screen, hat, & umbrella or waterproof cloth-
ing

Mosquito repellent

Lock (You can lock your locker.)

Please do not bring high-priced objects
in case they get lost. KNCU and the local
host organization are responsible for any
stolen or lost belongings.

FOR ACTIVITIES

Presentation and items about your country and

culture.

: We will have junior camps for local children who
are between 11 to 13 years old. Please prepare
presentation regarding your country’s history,
culture, language, and etc.

. Please bring simple traditional games and small
snacks for children who attend the junior camp. Any
resources such as traditional costumes, pictures,
postcards, maps, or musical instruments that repre-
sent your culture. Traditional songs and dancing are
also welcome!

Presentation about your country’s World Heritage
protection policies.

- Volunteers will have a small forum regarding each
country’s policies on the World Heritage or environ-
ment polices. The forum will be composed of partic-
ipants’ presentations and following discussions. PPT
or handouts to explain your presentation more
effectively is WELCOME!

Groceries and ingredients that are unique to your

country.

: We will use these for our meals and the farewell
party to share food culture with local residents. If
you have any meal plan for camp, please contact
Mr. CHOI, the Korean camp leader.

Games

: We will be playing games during our free time.

Materials that show off your talents

: During the farewell party, we will have recreation
time with local residents. Time to show your talent!



INSURANCE

All the participants should purchase their own insurance and submit the copy of the insurance policy
before the camp starts.

Please note that the Korean National Commission for UNESCO will provide a basic insurance for the
accidents during the workcamp for participants ONLY who send their confirmation form together with
the copy of her/his passport by no later than 30 JUNE.

Neither KNCU nor the host organizations will be liable for expenses incurred from accidents, injuries, med-
ical treatments, hospitalization, loss or damage of personal properties, or for any forms of compensation

in the event of death, disability, or injury apart from the basic insurance.

In accordance with the UNESCO Constitution and the law, the Korean National Commission for
UNESCO was founded on 30 January 1954 following Korea’s admission to UNESCO in 1950. The Act
concerning UNESCO Activities in Korea enacted in 1963 provides the Commission with a firm legal basis
for the autonomy of the organization, its finances and program management. More than 60 years, KNCU
has constantly evolved to better meet the needs and aspirations of the rapidly changing Korean society.

UNESCO is the first United Nations agency to have defined and developed specific programmes so that
youth can engage in their societies as responsible social actors and partners. The principal objective of
UNESCO’s strategy of action with and for youth is to champion the empowerment of young people to
ensure and enhance their full participation as equal and valuable partners in society.

Accordingly, the youth-oriented activities of KNCU focus on giving youth of today and tomorrow the
best possible chance to express themselves and participate fully in social life.

For more information www.unesco.or kr/en



GEOGRAPHY

The Muan tidal flats on the southwest coast of Korea, are unique macrotidal flats where typical embayed tidal
flats turn into open-coast tidal flats during the monsoons. They have no barrier islands like other tidal flats in
the Yellow Sea. During winter, strong waves create sand flats, while in summer, the mud flats expand as tidal
currents overpower the waves.

The seasonal change is very clear along the coastlines. Although mud flats that develop in embayed tidal flats
are found year-round in the area, monsoons transform the mud flats into sand flats, giving rise to open-coast
sand flats on this site. During the course of the year, they shift from mud flats to mixed flats to sand flats. This
distinctive feature of Korean tidal flats on the southwest coast has attracted global attention.
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WORKCAMP INFOSHEET for
KNCU-03, INJE

Arrival Date 21 July

Meeting Point  11th floor, Korea UNESCO House, Seoul

Meeting Time 1PM

Departure Date 3 Aug

No. of Volunteers 17 (10 International, 7 Korean)

Working Language English

Contact

+82 2 6958 4176 from overseas OR 02 6958 4176 in Korea




CAMP SITE

Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley (KDPV) is the KNCU-03 workcamp site which was established in 2008 as a
training center for children, youth, and professionals regarding the value of DMZ (the Demilitarized Zone).
Situated in the northeastern mountain ranges in DMZ, it is the nearest place to reach inner Diamond Moun-
tains in North Korea. KDVA is located in a remote rural area surrounded by forests and scattered small villag-
es. It takes 30 minutes to reach nearby downtown. It also takes 15 minutes on foot to get to the nearest
convenient store. Since this area is near to DMZ which functions as a border line between two Koreas,

volunteers are able to see many armed soldiers, military trucks and military camps.

LOCAL ORGANIZER

Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley (KDVA) is a research and training center which was established in 2008 by
many prominent peace and ecology activists with the support from the Korean government. The goals of
KDVA are to create a ‘desirable development model’ that conserves the ecology, history and culture of the
DMZ region while empowering the quality of life of its habitants.

KDVA provides education and training programmes for residents in DMZ area, military officers, members of
civic group, corporate officials and employees, teachers, and students of primary, secondary schools and
universities. The programme range from field-visits, manual works and emersion experiences to thematic
introductory courses, leadership training and global peace education.

KDVA coordinates and supervises the camp at the campsite. They also recruit children to participate in the
cultural class in cooperation with local schools and the Korean volunteers. For more information

www.dmzecopeace.com/eng (English website)

@ Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley



WORK

*\Work is subject to change

1 AGRICULTURAL FARMING AND COMMUNITY WORK

Volunteers will do organic farming in a farm of KVDA. The prod-
ucts of the farm will be used for the participants of the training
programmes of KVDA.

Volunteers will also do some manual work for local residents such
as repairing old houses of underprivileged residents and cleaning
up the village streets. Sometimes, it will be physically demanding
but your efforts are great assistance to the residents. By helping
out in the local community, volunteers can have hands-on experi-
ences and truly grasp what it is like to live and work in Korea’s

countryside.

2 JUNIOR CULTURE CLASS

As the number of immigrants rapidly increases, it is vital to learn about various cultural backgrounds in
Korea. During the workcamp, you will assume the role of a teacher and introduce your culture and country
to the local children and youth. It is not common that students, particularly in our workcamp sites, meet
many foreigners during class. Your lessons are a good opportunity for children to learn and respect cultural
diversity.

You will also organize lesson plans and practice it together with the other campers before the class. You can

use any items such as images, songs, games, dance routines, or even magic shows.



Volunteers will have a chance to listen lectures
on the history and ecological values of DMZ
from an expert of KVDA. You will also visit
nearby DMZ areas such as Eulji observatory and

‘Dragon Swamp’.

During the two weeks, you will also be able to discover and experience the local culture. The host provides
volunteers excursions to famous places near the workcamp site on Saturdays. Sundays are free days that
participants use to make tour plans by themselves and travel the island.

Sunday activities will be at your own expenses.



ACCOMMODATION

Volunteers will stay at the accommodation of KVDA,
located in the KVDA. Bedding will be provided and
volunteers will sleep on the Korean style floor. Volun-
teers will share one big room, one room for female
participants and another for male volunteers. Meeting
rooms, bathrooms and toilets are available in the

accommodation.

FOOD

Participants have to cook by themselves. KVDA provides meals in a cafeteria. Volunteers have opportu-
nities to cook and showcase their own culture’s food. Please note that we are unable to provide specific
halal food or vegetarian dishes during the workcamp. However, Korean meals always include a variety
of side dishes, some of which may be vegetarian. Participants may choose what they want to eat from
among the various available dishes. On the first day, volunteers will gather to make a schedule as to

who will cook, clean, etc.

If you have specific dietary needs or food allergies, please let us know as soon as possible. work-

camp@unesco.or kr.



FOR LIVING

Toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, sham-
poo, etc)

Towel

Personal medicine

Comfortable footwear or sturdy, closed shoes (to
prevent from sliding on rainy day)

Outworn clothing (for painting activity, clothes
may get dirty)

Sun-screen, hat, & umbrella or waterproof cloth-
ing

Mosquito repellent

Lock (You can lock your locker.)

Please do not bring high-priced objects
in case they get lost. KNCU and the local
host organization are responsible for any
stolen or lost belongings.

INSURANCE

FOR ACTIVITIES

Presentation and items about your country and

culture.

- We will have junior camps for local children and
youth. Please prepare presentation regarding your
country’s history, culture, language, and etc.

. Please bring simple traditional games and small
snacks for children who attend the junior camp. Any
resources such as traditional costumes, pictures,
postcards, maps, or musical instruments that repre-
sent your culture. Traditional songs and dancing are
also welcome!

Groceries and ingredients that are unigue to your

country.
- We will use these for our meals and the farewell
party to share food culture with local residents.

Games
: We will be playing games during our free time.
Materials that show off your talents
: During the farewell party, we will have recreation
time with local residents. Time to show your talent!

All the participants should purchase their own insurance and submit the copy of the insurance policy before

the camp starts.

Please note that the Korean National Commission for UNESCO will provide a basic insurance for the accidents

during the workcamp for participants ONLY who send their confirmation form together with the copy of

her/his passport by no later than 30 JUNE.

Neither KNCU nor the host organizations will be liable for expenses incurred from accidents, injuries, medical

treatments, hospitalization, loss or damage of personal properties, or for any forms of compensation in the

event of death, disability, or injury apart from the basic insurance.



In accordance with the UNESCO Constitution and the law, the Korean National Commission for
UNESCO was founded on 30 January 1954 following Korea’s admission to UNESCO in 1950. The Act
concerning UNESCO Activities in Korea enacted in 1963 provides the Commission with a firm legal
basis for the autonomy of the organization, its finances and program management. More than 60
years, KNCU has constantly evolved to better meet the needs and aspirations of the rapidly changing

Korean society.

UNESCO is the first United Nations agency to have defined and developed specific programmes so
that youth can engage in their societies as responsible social actors and partners. The principal objec-
tive of UNESCO’s strategy of action with and for youth is to champion the empowerment of young

people to ensure and enhance their full participation as equal and valuable partners in society.

Accordingly, the youth-oriented activities of KNCU focus on giving youth of today and tomorrow

the best possible chance to express themselves and participate fully in social life.

For more information: www.unesco.or kr/en

== QyAd

AU - otzo0m

United Nations - Korean National
Educational, Scientific and « Commission for UNESCO
Cultural Organization .




HISTORY

On August 15, 1945, Korea was liberated as Japan surrendered to the allied forces. It was a national libera-
tion owing to new foreign forces - the US forces occupying the south and the USSR forces occupying the
north of the 38th Parallel, thus dividing the country in two.

The division became solid as two separate governments were set up in 1948 and a three-year war broke out
in 1950. When the war was halted on July 27, 1953, with a cease-fire agreement, DMZ was created as a
buffer zone. DMZ since then remains both as a memory of the nation’s tragedy and agony and the actual
space of live confrontation and division.

The paradox is, it is also in the region of DMZ and its surroundings that nature and web of life have worked
to create an impressive ‘great restoration’ that is beyond human capacity.

ECOLOGICAL SITUATION AND VALUES OF DMZ

DMZ and the Civilian Control Zone are in the shape of a long belt from the eastern to western coast, and have
an ecology of mountains in the east and plains in the west, reflecting the main geographic feature of Korea.
In the eastern part, there are many mountains higher than 1,000m (3,300ft), dense forests that host middle
and large sized animals and a rich diversity of plants.

The middle and western parts are mostly plains and lowlands with well evolved wetland s that host several
endangered species such as Red-crowned Crane, Black-faced Spoonhill, and Swan Goose. As one of the
three major ecological axes of the peninsula, the DMZ region is the richest ecological and bio-diverse sphere
where 84 of 221 endangered plant and animal species inhabit.

(Sources; <Opening the gate to peace with the key of life, Ministry of Environment, 2009



DMZ (DeMiilitarized Zone)

DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) is the land strip of 4-km width in average, 2 km apart northbound and southbound
from the military demarcation line (the division line) and runs 248km from the western to the eastern coast of
the Korean peninsula. The 4-km width is not well kept as both North and South Korean militaries moved their

posts closer to the division line in many areas since 1968.

CIVILIAN CONTROL ZONE

Civilian Control Zone is the zone between the civilian control line and the southern limit line that falls within
10km from the military demarcation line, where civilian activities are controlled. This area is as ecologically

important as DMZ.

RIVER MOUTH ZONE OF HAN RIVER

River Mouth Zone of Han River is a special, neutral zone for common access by both Koreas, stretching from
the mouth of IMJIN river to the last islet of Gang-hwa Island. By the Cease-fire Agreement, this area is open for

use for both North and South Korean civilian ships.
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WORKCAMP INFOSHEET for
KNCU-05, TONGYEONG

Arrival Date 21 July

Meeting Point  11th floor, Korea UNESCO House, Seoul

Meeting Time 1PM

Departure Date 3 Aug

No. of Volunteers 17 (10 International, 7 Korean)

Working Language English

Contact

+82 2 6958 4176 from overseas OR 02 6958 4176 in Korea




CAMP SITE

KNCU-05 workcamp site is the Eco Park & Sejahtera Center

of Tongyong Regional Center for Education for Sustainable

Development.

This Center is located at the outskirt of Tongyeong city’s

downtown. The Center consists of main building for library

on the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and

meeting rooms, surrounding forest, playground, garden

and adults with training programmes on sustainable development. It also functions as a research and clear-

ing center on ESD in the Asia-Pacific region.

LOCAL ORGANIZER

Tongyeong Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for Sustainable Development (hereinafter Tongyeong
RCE) was established in 2005 as one of Regional Centres of Expertise in education for sustainable develop-
ment by the approval of the United Nations University.

Since then, Tongyeong RCE has been evolved to one of active and expert organizations in this field at the
regional and international levels. Tongyeong RCE is strongly supported by the Tongyeong local government
as well as by relating organizations including the Korean National Commission for UNESCO. It opened the
Eco Park & Sejahtera Center for RCEs in Asia and the Pacific May 2015. Tongyeong RCEer is a specialized
organization comprising research and action programmes in the field of education for sustainable develop-

ment for Asia and the Pacific.

‘,‘) Tongyeong Education Foundation
for sustainable development



WORK

*\Work is subject to change

1 MAINTENANCE OF GARDEN

Volunteers will make wooden stairs connecting the
center to its surrounding forest for visitors to take a
walk inside the forest. You will also do manual work
for maintaining the garden of the Center such as
cleaning up the marine garbage in front of the
Center. Sometimes, it will be physically demanding

but your efforts are great assistance to the Center.

2 JUNIOR CLASS ON CULTURE AND SEA

As the number of immigrants rapidly increases, it is vital to learn about various cultural backgrounds in
Korea. During the workcamp, you will assume the role of a teacher and introduce your culture and country
to the local children and youth. It is not common that students, particularly in our workcamp sites, meet
many foreigners during class. Your lessons are a good opportunity for children to learn and respect cultural
diversity.

The theme for this class is ‘Sea’. Volunteers will share ideas and images regarding ‘Sea’ in different countries.
Please be prepared to introduce your country and the sea in your country. For example, you can show
various pictures or video clips about the sea to the local children. You can use any items such as traditional
costumes or games, images, songs, dance routines, or even magic shows.

Volunteers will also share ideas regarding the ocean pollution and its solutions with local youth. Solid data

for this policy will be more than welcomed.



ACCOMMODATION

Volunteers will stay at the accommodation of Tongyeo-
ng RCE, located in the Tongyeong RCE Eco Park &
Sejahtera Center for RCEs in Asia -Pacific, which is the
campsite. Beddings will be provided and volunteers will
sleep on the two story beds. Volunteers will share one
big room, one room for female participants and another
for male volunteers. Meeting rooms, bathrooms and

toilets are available in the accommodation.

FOOD

Participants have to cook by themselves. Please bring special ingredients to showcase your own
culture’s food. Please note that we are unable to provide specific halal food or vegetarian dishes during
the workcamp. However, Korean meals always include a variety of side dishes, some of which may be
vegetarian. Participants may choose what they want to eat from among the various available dishes. On

the first day, volunteers will gather to make a schedule as to who will cook, clean, etc.

If you have specific dietary needs or food allergies, please let us know as soon as possible.

workcamp@unesco.or.kr.



FOR LIVING

Toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, sham-
P00, etc)

Towel

Personal medicine

Comfortable footwear or sturdy, closed shoes (to
prevent from sliding on rainy day)

Sun-screen, hat, & umbrella or waterproof cloth-
ing

Mosquito repellent

Please do not bring high-priced objects
in case they get lost. KNCU and the local
host organization are responsible for any
stolen or lost belongings.

INSURANCE

FOR ACTIVITIES

Presentation and items about your country and

sea.

- We will have junior class for local children and
youth. Please prepare presentation regarding your
country’s history, culture, language, and sea.

. Please bring simple traditional games and small
snacks for children who attend the junior camp. Any
resources such as traditional costumes, pictures,
postcards, maps, or musical instruments that repre-
sent your culture. Traditional songs and dancing are
also welcome!

Groceries and ingredients that are unique to your
country.

- We will use these for our meals and the farewell
party to share food with local residents.

Materials that show off your talents

: During the farewell party, we will have recreation
time with local residents. Time to show your talent!

All the participants should purchase their own insurance and submit the copy of the insurance policy before

the camp starts. Please note that the Korean National Commission for UNESCO will provide a basic insurance

for the accidents during the workcamp for participants ONLY who send their confirmation form together with

the copy of her/his passport by no later than 7 JULY due to administrative process.

Neither KNCU nor the host organizations will be liable for expenses incurred from accidents, injuries, medical

treatments, hospitalization, loss or damage of personal properties, or for any forms of compensation in the

event of death, disability, or injury apart from the basic insurance.



In accordance with the UNESCO Constitution and the law, the Korean National Commission for
UNESCO was founded on 30 January 1954 following Korea’s admission to UNESCO in 1950. The Act
concerning UNESCO Activities in Korea enacted in 1963 provides the Commission with a firm legal
basis for the autonomy of the organization, its finances and program management. More than 60
years, KNCU has constantly evolved to better meet the needs and aspirations of the rapidly changing

Korean society.

UNESCO is the first United Nations agency to have defined and developed specific programmes so
that youth can engage in their societies as responsible social actors and partners. The principal objec-
tive of UNESCO’s strategy of action with and for youth is to champion the empowerment of young

people to ensure and enhance their full participation as equal and valuable partners in society.

Accordingly, the youth-oriented activities of KNCU focus on giving youth of today and tomorrow

the best possible chance to express themselves and participate fully in social life.

For more information: www.unesco.or kr/en

== QyAd

AU - otzo0m

United Nations - Korean National
Educational, Scientific and « Commission for UNESCO
Cultural Organization .




TONGYEONG

Poised in the heart of Hallyeohaesang National Marine Park, Tongyeong City has long been known for its
natural beauties combined with various historical events. Tongyeong City also has the vast agricultural district,
southern port cities and fishing villages of islands. The jagged coastline and gentle tides bless this city with
bountiful harvests of fish and other marine products. The calm and beautiful islet-dotted waterway from
Hansan Island to Yeosu is called"Hallyeosudo.

Tongyeong city is the site of Han-san Dai-cheop, one of the world’s 4 biggest naval battles, and the former
base of Tong-je-yeong, commanding the naval forces of three Provinces such as Chung-cheong, Jeolla and
Gyeong-sang. As its name signifies, Tong-yeong is a historical city filled with the patriotism of Admiral Rhee,
Soon-shin.

Also, Tong-yeong is an artistic home for Yoon, Yee-sang, a composer; Yu, Chee-hwan, a poet; Park, Gyeo-
ng-rhee, a novelist; Kim, Choon-su, a poet; and Jeon, Hyeok-rim, a painter. Besides, the city is renowned for
quality natural oysters and, more recently, for pearls produced in the clean waters as well as for a marine
resort town for tourists as part of the Hallyeo Sea National Park.

Despite its fisheries-based economic growth, Tong-yeong is faced with diminishing resources and population
drain, which calls for a new breakthrough for development. Based on the sustainable development, which is
a global agendum in the 21st century, combined with the rich clean sea zone and the cultural and artistic
tradition passed onfrom the second studio of Tong-je-yeong, Tong-yeong is to leap further as the gem of the
South Coast.



REGIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable development has originated from self-reflection that environmental pollution, new diseases,
gaps between the rich and the poor, resource depletion and reckless industrialization have turned out to be
what we have never expected. Any negligence of environment, economy and society would cause slathers of
social cost, so those three aspects need considering in balance for a sustainable society based on the principle
of responsibility as a member of the global village involving improvement of quality of life, intergenerational
equality and social integration

To form a global consensus on sustainable development as the developmental paradigm in the 21st century
where environment, society and economy come to a harmony through formal, informal and non- formal
types of education, the 57th UN General Assembly in 2002 designated 2005~2014 as 'a decade of education
for sustainable development(DESD)" for each nation to observe.

An RCE is a network of existing formal, non-formal and informal education organizations, mobilized to deliv-
er education for sustainable development (ESD) to local and regional communities. A network of RCEs world-
wide will constitute the Global Learning Space for Sustainable Development. RCEs aspire to achieve the goals
of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD 2005-2014), by translating its global
objectives into a context of the local communities in which they operate. There are 127 acknowledged RCEs
as of January 2014,
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WORKCAMP INFOSHEET for
KNCU-06,
KOREA-JAPAN WORKCAMP

Arrival Date 14 Aug

Meeting Point 11th floor, Korea UNESCO House, Seoul

Meeting Time 2PM

Departure Date

No. of Volunteers 8 (4 Japanese, 4 Korean)

Working Language English

Contact

+82 2 6958 4176 from overseas OR 02 6958 4176 in Korea




CAMP SITE

Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley (KDPV) is the site for the KNCU-06 workcamp. It was established in 2008 as a
training center for children, youth, and professionals regarding the value of the DMZ (the Demilitarized
Zone).

This workcamp site is located in the northeastern mountain ranges of the DMZ, which makes this training
center the nearest place in South Korea to the inner region of North Korea’s famous Diamond Mountains.
KDPV is located in a remote rural area surrounded by forests and scattered small villages. It takes 30 minutes
to reach the nearest urban area. It also takes 15 minutes on foot to get to the nearest convenience store.
Since this area is near the DMZ which functions as the border between the two Koreas, volunteers will see

many armed soldiers, military trucks and military bases.

LOCAL ORGANIZER

Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley (KDPV) is a research and training center, established in 2008 by many promi-
nent peace and ecology activists with the support of the Korean government. The goals of KDPV are to
create a ‘desirable development model that conserves the ecology, history and culture of the DMZ region
while empowering the quality of life of its inhabitants.

KDPV provides education and training programmes for residents in the DMZ area, military officers, corpo-
rate officials and employees, teachers, primary and secondary school students, and university students. Its
programmes range from field-visits, manual work, and immersion experiences to thematic introductory
courses, leadership training, and global peace education.

KDPV will coordinate and supervise the camp at the campsite.

For more information www.dmzecopeace.com/eng (English website)

Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley




WORK

*\Work is subject to change

1 AGRICULTURAL FARMING AND COMMUNITY WORK

Volunteers will do organic farming in a farm of KVDA.

Volunteers will also do some manual work for local residents such as
repairing old houses of underprivileged residents and cleaning up
the village streets. Sometimes, it will be physically demanding but
your efforts are great assistance to the residents. By helping out in
the local community, volunteers can have hands-on experiences and

truly grasp what it is like to live and work in Korea’s countryside.

2 FIELD VISIT AND DMZ STUDY

Volunteers will have a chance to listen to lectures on the historical and ecological value
of the DMZ from one of KDPV’s experts. You will also visit nearby areas of the DMZ such
as the Eulji Observatory and ‘Dragon Swamp’.

Volunteers will also have a discussion session on the role of youth to promote peace in
East Asia, in particular between Japan and Korea. You are required to prepare a 10-min-
ute presentation on your thoughts and experiences relating to the theme.



ACCOMMODATION & FOOD

ACCOMMODATION

Volunteers will stay at the accommodation of KVDA,
located in the KVDA. Bedding will be provided and
volunteers will sleep on the Korean style floor. Volun-
teers will share one big room, one room for female
participants and another for male volunteers. Meeting
rooms, bathrooms and toilets are available in the

accommodation.

FOOD

Participants have to cook by themselves. KVDA

provides meals in a cafeteria. Volunteers have

opportunities to cook and showcase their own

culture’s food. Please note that we are unable to

provide specific halal food or vegetarian dishes

during the workcamp. However, Korean meals

always include a variety of side dishes, some of

which may be vegetarian. Participants may choose what they want to eat from among the various
available dishes.

If you have specific dietary needs or food allergies, please let us know as soon as possible. work-

camp@unesco.or.kr.



FOR LIVING

Toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, sham-
poo, etc)

Towel

Personal medicine

Comfortable footwear or sturdy, closed shoes (to
prevent from sliding on rainy day)

Old clothing (for painting activities as clothes may
get dirty)

Sun-screen, hat, & umbrella or waterproof cloth-
ing

Mosquito repellent

Please do not bring high-priced objects
in case they get lost. KNCU and the local
host organization are responsible for any
stolen or lost belongings.

INSURANCE

FOR ACTIVITIES

A 10-minute presentation on the role of youth to
promote peace in East Asia, in particular between

Japan and Korea.

- Volunteers will have a discussion session on the
aforementioned theme. Please prepare presenta-
tion for approximately 10 minutes regarding your
opinion and experiences which you want to share
with the other volunteers.

Groceries and ingredients that are unique to your

country.
: We will use these for our free time and the
farewell party to share the diverse food culture.

Games

. Please bring simple traditional games and small
snacks for free time activities.

Materials that show off your talents

: During the farewell party, we will have recreation
time. Time to show your talent!

All the participants should purchase their own insurance and submit the copy of the insurance policy before

the camp starts.

Please note that the Korean National Commission for UNESCO will provide a basic insurance for the accidents

during the workcamp for participants ONLY who send their confirmation form together with the copy of

her/his passport by no later than 30 JUNE.

Neither KNCU nor the host organizations will be liable for expenses incurred from accidents, injuries, medical

treatments, hospitalization, loss or damage of personal properties, or for any forms of compensation in the

event of death, disability, or injury apart from the basic insurance.



In accordance with the UNESCO Constitution and the law, the Korean National Commission for
UNESCO was founded on 30 January 1954 following Korea’s admission to UNESCO in 1950. The Act
concerning UNESCO Activities in Korea enacted in 1963 provides the Commission with a firm legal
basis for the autonomy of the organization, its finances and program management. More than 60
years, KNCU has constantly evolved to better meet the needs and aspirations of the rapidly changing

Korean society.

UNESCO is the first United Nations agency to have defined and developed specific programmes so
that youth can engage in their societies as responsible social actors and partners. The principal objec-
tive of UNESCO’s strategy of action with and for youth is to champion the empowerment of young

people to ensure and enhance their full participation as equal and valuable partners in society.

Accordingly, the youth-oriented activities of KNCU focus on giving youth of today and tomorrow

the best possible chance to express themselves and participate fully in social life.

For more information: www.unesco.or kr/en

== QyAd

AU - otzo0m

United Nations - Korean National
Educational, Scientific and « Commission for UNESCO
Cultural Organization .




HISTORY

On August 15, 1945, Korea was liberated as Japan surrendered to the allied forces. It was a national liberation
owing to new foreign forces - the US forces occupying the south and the USSR forces occupying the north of
the 38th Parallel, thus dividing the country in two.

The division became solid as two separate governments were set up in 1948 and a three-year war broke out in
1950. When the war was halted on July 27, 1953, with a cease-fire agreement, DMZ was created as a buffer
zone. DMZ since then remains both as a memory of the nation’s tragedy and agony and the actual space of live
confrontation and division.

The paradox is, it is also in the region of DMZ and its surroundings that nature and web of life have worked to
create an impressive ‘great restoration’ that is beyond human capacity.

ECOLOGICAL SITUATION AND VALUES OF DMZ

DMZ and the Civilian Control Zone are in the shape of a long belt from the eastern to western coast, and have
an ecology of mountains in the east and plains in the west, reflecting the main geographic feature of Korea.
In the eastern part, there are many mountains higher than 1,000m (3,300ft), dense forests that host middle
and large sized animals and a rich diversity of plants.

The middle and western parts are mostly plains and lowlands with well evolved wetland s that host several
endangered species such as Red-crowned Crane, Black-faced Spoonbhill, and Swan Goose. As one of the
three major ecological axes of the peninsula, the DMZ region is the richest ecological and bio-diverse sphere
where 84 of 221 endangered plant and animal species inhabit.

(Sources; <Opening the gate to peace with the key of life, Ministry of Environment, 2009>



DMZ (DeMilitarized Zone)

DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) is the land strip of 4-km width in average, 2 km apart northbound and south-
bound from the military demarcation line (the division line) and runs 248km from the western to the
eastern coast of the Korean peninsula. The 4-km width is not well kept as both North and South Korean
militaries moved their posts closer to the division line in many areas since 1968.

CIVILIAN CONTROL ZONE

Civilian Control Zone is the zone between the civilian control line and the southern limit line that falls
within 10km from the military demarcation line, where civilian activities are controlled. This area is as

ecologically important as DMZ.

RIVER MOUTH ZONE OF HAN RIVER

River Mouth Zone of Han River is a special, neutral zone for common access by both Koreas, stretching
from the mouth of IMJIN river to the last islet of Gang-hwa Island. By the Cease-fire Agreement, this area

is open for use for both North and South Korean civilian ships.
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LUSTMAN, Arthur

A marvellous thought | brought from my summer vacation to Korea was the day
trip we had together during the first week of the camp. As we planned a trip
around the island to different points of interest, | drove on Jeju roads and learned
the small differences of driving regulations. Even though rules are looser than |
thought it might've been the first time | focused so much on my driving, | guess
driving more than 9000 kilometres far from home is more impressive than you can
think about it. We visited together different beaches, enjoyed crazy natural phe-
nomenon like the lava tubes or the massive sunrise hill and discovered a fresh first
look about the variety of the Korean culture and cooking. | shared short intimate
moments with each one of the campers that made me eager to learn more about

my new colleagues from around the world.

An enjoyable souvenir is built when you make contact with amazing people as
you discover their lifestyle and culture. | could talk about the amazing personal
experience | got trying to understand children or the manual work | learned as we
painted in different colours the walls of the village or by removing the weeds with
different tools, but my best souvenir might be only constructed with the different
relationship | made with everyone. | particularly enjoyed playing with the children
even though we didn’'t spoke the same language at all, eating before 6 o’clock a
squid salad like they are suppose to do in Korea and even letting the manager

trying to carry me for a single picture.

As | learned a different kind of politeness and respect in Korea | want to take
few lines to just say thanks to everyone for this amazing experience | got and the

amazing friends | can now talk to from across the world. The short moments we



shared with the children were enjoyable and very touching. | guess saying good-
bye to them was the second most difficult things about my journey with my first

one saying goodbye to the campers and the people of Korea.
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AL GHAZALI, Abdul Majeed Abdallah Saleh

As matter fact, there were so many different nationalities have participated in
this #Workcamp. Like: #0man, #Spain, #Mexico, #Japan, #China, #Vietnam, #Slo-
vakia, #Thailand, #France, #Korea, and #Indonesia. In fact I've spent my first two
days in the capital Seoul. The third day | had opening ceremony like a meeting in
Myongdong by the UNESCO. Then each participant has to go to her/his own
place, which means that we've divided into 3 places, I've been in MUAN which

have the green land.

As matter fact I've enjoyed and discovered new things at the same time while
the time which | spent with my participants in Muan. It needless to say that | intro-
duced myself and my country at the same time, | am proud that | was the only
Arabic guy since then. My participants and | we've visited the Muan beach which
has so many crabs and full of Mud. In addition we went to visit the Festival which
was holding by the Locals, we've enjoyed and danced over there. It needless to say
that Koreans were providing me especially Halal food which belongs to our

religion, | really appreciated that.

In fact, despite we've faced a lot of difficulties, we realized that working on the
fields and the farms sounds very important for elderly, they really look old and they
still work hard and active. Moreover | was representing my country. For example,
the way | dress, the way how we deal with each other, the way how we live, not
only representing the country, | also showed the children our culture, like Omani
Coffee, wearing Omani Cap and so on. Last but not the least, I've cooked for the
participants Omani food which belongs to my country. Lastly, | would like to say

that, | really can't forget loving my participants who made me feel so mature by



sharing their experiences with me, as well as sharing each other cultures.

Actually each country had to represent its culture and share it with each other,
in order to understand the others how they live their life. It was an adorable
moment; | brought some traditional items which belong to our culture. Like: tradi-
tional Game, Caps, sweets, coffee and incenses which gives a smoke with a nice

smell which extracted from the trees.



BERTOVA, Martina

My name is Tinka and | come from Slovakia. My workcamp in Muan was a really
interesting experience. | thought | have already some experience of cooperation
with people from abroad and not much can surprise me. Before coming to Korea,
| already had Korean friends. So | thought that | have some knowledge about
Korean and their culture. But | was wrong. Workcamp in South Korea was so

much different from what | expected.

| learned Koreans are really well prepared. Before the camp the UNESCO sent us
agenda for whole duration of camp. Infosheet was full of helpful information
about UNESCO, Muan, culture, food and the way how to get from airport to
UNESCO office (meeting point). We had really nice invitation meeting in UNESCO

office. Transportation was provided from Seoul to Muan.

The first day in Muan we were given a lot of information about workcamp.
Again | want to stress that Korean participants were well prepare. We were divided

to working groups, cooking groups and cleaning groups.

The main activity in workcamp was farming. In infosheet was clearly mentioned
that we are going to experience manual work. | thought | have prepared my mind-
set for that. But | was wrong again :) Koreans are hardworkers and they expect the
same from you. We worked 9 hours on the field. It would be nice to work less
hours because we did not have so much time to get to know each other. | still do
not really understand how working with local farmers help to spread awareness

and to preserve natural beauty of Tidal flat.

We were able to present our culture to local kids. Two junior camp sessions



were prepared. Kids seems to enjoy it although | guess younger children were not
so interested. The communication was quite challenging with them cause they did
not speak good English. It was hard to interact with them due to language barrier.
One time | experienced cultural difference. | tried to talked to the kid and she was
not even looking at me. | did not know if she was listening to me. Later Korean
participants explained to me it is impolite to look directly into the eyes of older
person. | experienced that age is really important for Koreans. It is unbelievable
and admirable how they respect older people. Another example of that is that in
subway the seats for older people are taken just with older people. Even there are
no older people around Koreans do not sit on the place for older people. It shows
also another Korean feature. They value rules so much. They barely breake the
rules. | guess that is why there is low criminality in South Korea. | have to admit |

felt really safe in there.

The accomodation was simple but sufficient. We had no mattrasses Now | now
what is Korean style floor. The food was awesome. We took turns in cooking
dinner and showcasing our own culture’s food. That was really nice because we
had chance to try foods from all over the world in 2 weeks. | did not like Korean

food because it was too spicy for me. But it was worth to try.

| guess the most exciting for all foreign participants was cultural day. | have seen
budhist temple for the first time. We have attended tea ceremony and we tried
hanbok - Korean national dress. The festival in Mokpo was amazing too. We have

seen traditional dancers and had a lot of fun in festival.

But the best thing about all the camp is meeting new people. We had so much
fun and laugh. | need to say that working on the field was not a piece of cake.
Weather did not make it easier for us. In Muan it was really hot and humid. | like
the fact it was hot so | got suntanned. The same thing all Asians hated - to be sun-

tanned.

If | should give piece of advice to European coming for workcamp to Korea |

would be : BE PATIENT. Korean mindset is different. | think European are way too



direct. We tend to express our opinion all the time. Also we tend to question
things and complain too much. Koreans do not do that. | stressed Korean are good
in preparation but that is not organization. | have noticed lack of operational orga-
nization. Koreans are not so flexible when something suddenly changes. | guess it
has something to do with their group decision making. Europeans are more flexi-
ble and independant. Talking of independance - | felt that everything in camp was
scheduled, waking time, breakfast, work, lunch, dinner, evening meeting. Every-
thing has place and time. Even our free day was planned and we were reminded

what things we should take. | was not used to that.

[t was amazing time and | might sound like | complained. But it is just because
of the fact I am European :) (I am joking) To summarize camp in few words: fun,
friends, manual work, different culture. All that you can get if you participate in

work camp. Do it and your effort will be appreciated :)



CHAPRI, Naiman

The Korean National Commission for UNESCO work camp 2015 was one of the
most memorable times of my life. I had the best experience of my lifetime in Korea.
South Korea is the beautiful country. | started my journey after staying two nights
in beautiful Seoul. After meeting the volunteers from many countries during our

opening ceremony, | left Seoul along with my group to Muan in a big bus.

| stayed there for two weeks which | could never forget. | worked in agricultural
fields. I was given a chance to share with them my knowledge of Omani culture. |
played and interacted with elementary school students and taught them about our
culture at the junior camp. We did many activities with children both indoor and
outdoor, which include going on a short trip to tidal flats and playing traditional

games with them.

My friends from China, Mexico, Spain, Vietnam, France, Slovakia, Indonesia,
Thailand and Korea taught me their languages and their respective cultures. More-
over, my friends from my camp were so friendly and helpful. | felt like | was in a
home away from home and a family away from my family. The best thing about
the camp was that everything was as per schedule and on time. | learned a disci-

plinary way of life over there.

| struggled with food but my friends provided me some good ones over there. |
enjoyed delicious delicacies from my international friends. Everyday each country
had a special day to cook a traditional food and teach some basic words of their
language. We played "Warewolf", we all had fun, did household chores, cleaned
our dishes, washed our own clothes, played games, cooked our food, ate togeth-

er, sang and danced and most of all we went crazy about things that we all did



together. Good friends are hard to find harder to leave and impossible to forget.

The washroom was approximately 300 meters away from the camp which was
quite a problem in the beginning but later on | was enjoying my morning walk
through a beautiful misty green view which soothes up my eyes. Another thing
was that there was no Wifi but | realized that it was an advantage for all of us as
we were doing different activities and interacting with each other rather than
using our social media apps which gave us an extra time to know each other and
spend time. Last but not the least | will never forget working in the "jabchao fields"
which was the real hard working deal for us as we removed the terrible jabchao
grass and weeds while working under the hot sun. We also planted plants.
Furthermore, we painted walls we created some interesting marine life paints on
wooden planks by the help of Master Lisa and other participants. We planted small
plants in waste plastic bottles as our aim was to protect the flora and fauna and

the environment and to reduce plastic which was a great job indeed.

We went to many trips to beautiful beach, tidal flats, and Korean temples where
we learned how to wear Korean traditional clothes "Hanbok" and learned how to
greet others, we enjoyed the very aromatic green tea ceremony and learned how
to serve as a host and receive as a guest. It was quite a different but excellent expe-
rience. The most memorable was the Mokpo festival where we enjoyed a lot, we
danced on the stage played games, buy souvenirs took photographs and watched

the traditional Korean performance.

| would like to thanks Mr. Ton for his portable hotspot connection. | would call
him the king of Wifi ha ha ha. Thank you Yeni for entertaining us by your cool
music. | would like to thank our Korean participants who guided us and helped us
while performing our tasks. Our leader Mr. choi was so calm and cool, and will
never forget his golden words "we have enough chicks for tomorrow hahahahah..
Thank you all my friends. Blue for being very close to my heart | miss you your tears
made me emotional really "me you me you" remember that song hahaha, Kim the

cute lady | always liked the way you talk and explain things, Minsu you are our first



friend in Korea appreciate your friendship, Sangwook | really wanna follow you
but cannot haha | miss your English haha, Tinka thanks for being our mama appre-
ciate your friendship, Ha yeon | thank you doctor for such a nice time wish you a
best of luck, Yeni let’s go to Korea again . | miss your damn awesome music, Lisa,
| wanna take a foot selfie. you are a great artist thanks for being such a nice friend,
Ton it is already open haha miss your food and your friendship, Cosme come on
young boy show up we all miss you, Henley | would like you to be a photographer,
thanks for being such a nice photographer and a nice friend, Phan what would |
say hmmm | love you 'LB' shhhh secret hahah, Gian ahhh REALLY | miss you please
take care of yourself and best of luck, and my brother Ghazali--- yo my nigga you
were the best man---. And thanks to other organization members for giving me
such a memorable time of my life. | learned a lot from all you. To be honest | really
had tears in my eyes when | left you all guys. Thanks all of you. Namy (the freak and
the craziest man with long moustaches) hahaha loves you all and wishes everyone
a bright future with full of happiness and craziness. | strongly appreciate your
friendship and will never forget you guys. | miss you guys, hope to see you again

because good friends never say goodbye.



ETIKASARI, Gian Wahyu

This summer year was special summer for me and it would be one of unforget-
table summer for me. This Summer | went to South Korea to join Work camp held
by UNESCO in Muan, work camp is a favorite activity because | ever joined some
work camp in my country. But this was my first time for me joining work camp in
another country. Before | went to Korea | felt little bit nervous because | was excit-
ed with the activity that | would do in Korea also. Moreover, | was excited to meet
other participants who will life and did work camp activity with me. That day was
coming. | arrived in Korea, (nan wasso). In UNESCO hall I meet other work camp
participants and got short orientation from UNESCO staff. Finally, we went to
Muan. Work camp would be begun now. It took 5 hours from Seoul to go to
Muan. | presented a beautiful view during a trip to Muan. There were 16 partici-
pants from some countries who lived and did workcamp together in Muan #Korea
#Oman #China #Slovakia #Mexico #France #Thailand #Vietnam #Spain #Indone-
sia.

First activity that we had in the work camp was an opening ceremony. We also
got orientation about Muan tidal flat. All participants looked so serious and were
excited to listen the guide. | learnt how to live in tidal flat area, and the main activi-
ty was coming that was a labor work. | helped local farmers to plant vegetable in
the field. We learnt how Korean farmer plating and taking care their plant. The
activity was so hard for me because of hot weather, but this was so appealing
activity since the farmers and local people were so nice so we didn’t fell hard and
tired. Meanwhile planting we have removed “Jabcho” in the field and painting

with kids. Every day was special day, When | got a chance to introduce my country



which was called Indonesian day | taught another participants how to greet some-
one using my language. Moreover, | cooked Indonesia food for them. So, by join-

ing this work camp | could learn many languages and cultures in that work camp.

After joining many activities, finally we had free time. We woke up early and
prepared many things to go to a beach. The second free time day, it was amazing
trip because | went to the temple. | also got a new experience wearing “Hanbok”
(Korean traditional custom) and learnt how to do a tea ceremony. | liked it so
much because | learnt a new culture there, they taught me a history about Korean
women who was graceful and full of modesty. | came to the State that had a beau-
tiful and unique culture. Before the free time ended, | joined a local festival in
Mokpo. There was a lot of boots and | tried a traditional nail art and it was free for

me. Yeeayy M

A memorable experience for me was Junior Camp, because in that activity |
made a boot about my country and | had the opportunity to introduce my culture
to local children. | liked kids very much so it was another amazing activity for me

because | could play traditional games with them.

My last day in the work camp, | had a farewell party with local people, the local
people made barbeque. All of the participants drank together, and we sang in

front of local people. The local people were kind people.

| got many experience. | also got new friends and new family in the work camp.
Moreover, | got a lot of memorable memory, learnt new something, even a prob-
lem also appeared in our work camp but we could overcome it and made it as a
spice sweetener in our Work camp. After work camp done, we also made a social

group to keep in touch, the group named “jabcho” work camp.

There is much credit to be given around for this splendid experience, not least
of all a big thanks to UNESCO for having had the will and the desire to set-up such
an educational program in the first place. | must thank the Korean participants,
Choi (ajussi) who is a best leader, | found 3 dongseng : Minsu, A hyon and Sang-

wook and my Korean cinggu ha- yoen for their effort, and for being such great



hosts to their foreign guests (including me). And thanks to my work camp friend
who already being my new family: Lisa, blue, yeni, Tinka, Ton, Pham, Henley,
Gazaly, namy, Cosme. Thank you so much also to our mentor lee ja hee and jang
Jji young who always helped and supported us Congmal Gomawoyo. | hope we

can meet again in any country, wherever it is.



MARICELL, Yeni

A few months ago | decided to apply for a work camp with the UNESCO. When
| get the confirmation of acceptance, | could not believe it because it was my first
time trying to apply for a program abroad at first the excitement of being in a new

country filled me with curious questions to myself.

Everything became more real when | started to have contact with the active
members of the UNESCO South Korea. Then unfortunately | heard on the news
that Korea was in a health emergency, to be honest | felt a bit disappointed to
think that the camp would be postponed or perhaps canceled fortunately soon
good news arrived. The situation was not serious as was being saying on the news;
only with a little care everything would be fine with a plus that the place where we

were had not presented any case of MERS.

Then shortly after it came time to meet the members of the camp through a
global communication Facebook, different continents different countries different

ages and just one goal.

| found that the members were friendly and cooperative | think it was because
we had a mission together to develop. Then the day came all prepared to take a
flight of twenty three hours to a continent totally unknown culturally and geo-
graphically. | can say that was my first trip to another continent alone and with the

barrier that had no idea of the language.

Arrived in Korea and | was lucky enough to meet a day earlier with some of my
colleagues of the work camp and form a closer bond. Was time for the committee

meeting in the hall of UNESCO in South Korea, we talked about security recom-



mendations and where we were going to be three weeks. We had the opportunity

to meet other members of other camps.

It was time to meet others of our colleagues already waiting for us with every-
thing ready to welcome our workplace. We had the opportunity to make a private
presentation of us with our partners and start organizing the tasks and schedule

that we would have for those three weeks.

Workdays cannot say that everything was rosy but | realized how strong the
field work is, | think the hardest part for me was working in the sun and climate. |
had never worked on an activity in the field but one of the many good things that
| found in this experience is teamwork | realized that agriculture is one of the most
important activities in a country and | am proud that | now have experience in this

kind of activities.

Another important point to be emphasized is that kind of environment was
generated inside the house because for three weeks we lived as a family | am
surprised as different types of cultures and thoughts were able to adapt so fast. If
you ask me if there was ever misunderstandings or differences among members of
the camp the answer is yes but we were 16 members of different cultures. The
important thing was how quickly they solved and that we could share our points

of view.

And finally | love to share everything | learned of this beautiful country with a
culture steeped in history and most of all take as an example because all that has
been achieved is starting from the bottom, talking about the people | never imag-
ined that people were so friendly that despite the barriers of the language they are

willing to help you without expecting anything in return.

Last but not least to mention the friendship that was created and | think that
will remain for a long time with all members of the camp, because we remain a

family.

Tinka, Lisa, Cosme, Ton, Phan, Thu, Naimaan, Gian, Abdul, Blue, Ahyun, Minsu,

Sangwook, Hayen, Hyeong min.



MOUEN MAKOUA, Lisa

For my summer vacation 2015, | decided to participate to MUAN workcamp
which took place in South Jeolla province. The worcamp was held by Korean
National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU). South Korea was a country which
attracted me a lot for its singular culture. It was for me an occasion to discover the
country in a more < authentic > way, an opportunity to be more than just being
a tourist. Getting the chance to exchange with locals was something important to
me. This project has filled all of my hopes in my thirst for learning and sharing, but

it has especially consolidated my curiosity about South Korea.

Muan Workcamp was based on the awarness of the environment, the tidal
mudflat around Muan-gun is registered on the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative
List as a Biosphere Reserve. We were working in collaboration with the Muan Tidal
Wetland Research, except during days in fields and excursions, we were working
in their building. The Institute is situated in an exeptional setting, really beautiful
and well kept. It wasn't rare that one of us would take a nap on a bench to enjoy
the sunset. The workers here are so friendly, especially Lee Ja Hee and Jang Ji
Young who have accompanied us throughout the two weeks. | must thank them

for being so good care to us and by coming everyday to encourage us.

Our mission has been cut in different activities. We had to organize two days of
junior camp (making presentation of our countries for local kids and finding a way
to make aware people about the biodiversity of Muan-gun tidal flat). The most
outstanding activity we had to do was working in fields. It was long and hard work
but we got to become friendly with the ajushi farmers and | could sing with the

ajuhma ladies! What more would you need?! | had the opportunity to go paint



walls with another participant and professional painters from a nearby city. | love
painting, so it was a really good day for me, i got to enjoy painting in music with

cool weather, | almost forgot my friends working in fields.

Thanks to KNCU we had possibility to do cultural activity for free. What we did
was really instructive, i loved it . We went to a famous bouddhist temple, in which,
one of the most famous monks in Korea. The building was fantastic, i'm intersted
in traditional architectures, so the woodwork blew me away . With the visit we
had the chance to learn and do the tea ceremony in traditional clothes. The two

teachers taught us Korean refinment.

Our accomodation was an old farmers house, you can't get more authentic.
Sleeping on the floor was a first for me, but you get used to it pretty fast. Nights
after tiring days we would gather on the house steps to discuss and have fun
together. A small anecdote : The first night was a surprise for all foreigners, com-
munal showers! Like the rest, you get used to it pretty quicly. It becomes some-

thing almost burlesque when you are washing your clothes and locals enter.

Having all participants constantly together is what enabled to be as close as we
are today. Preparing meals, washing, looking after each other, being tired togeth-
er, so much things. I'm sincerely happy to have participed this workcamp, | left
South Korea with stars in my eyes, now | just want to come back as soon as possi-
ble. The language charmed me, | started to take korean lessons and | hope | would

get opportunies in my studies over there.

A big thank you to KNCU youth that allowed me to make this wonderful experi-
ence that have deeply affected me, also to all five koreans participants who works
everyday to organize our daily activities, and finally to all Muan group, love you

guys!



PHUONG TUONG, Phan

My last summer was amazing with a chance to join in Muan workcamp which
was held by Korean National commission for UNESCO. It was the great experience
which | can deeply understand the life in Korean rural. It was also the first time |
taught and shared to kids about my stories, about my country. Though | was also
grown up at the village like Muan but | ever did farm work before and this was a
very first time | worked as a farmers: jabcho; planting seeding; cover water melons;
used picks to harvest potatoes from the ground. It was a surreal experience | will

be hard to forget.

| learned many things from this trip, and discover a lot of things. | have explored
and checked the deepest recess of my understanding, and learned more about
myself and the world around me. The field trip through the village taught me
about rural life in Korea, did good thing, made friends and had amazing memo-

ries.

Korea - such a lovely country with lovely and kind people! With all of my Korean
friends and foreign friends from China, Indonesia, Thailand, Oman, Spain, Mexico,
Slovakia, France | have met, | had the best experience in Korea full of unforgettable

memories!!!

Everything is like a wonderful summer dream in my life, full of mixed emotions
that | can not express all by words. Close my eyes and trying to sleep at night but |
just keep thinking about our work camp and our amazing moments together. I'm
getting used to the sweet sound "Phan" you called me, and keep hearing your

voice talking to me in my head.



| miss having breakfast with all of you at 6am what | never did in Vietnam;
cooked, smile and said "good morning" to each other every morning; had break-
fast together and started a day. | miss walking on the very peaceful and green
pavement towards the Center. | miss labor work when we did jab-cho together;
listened music and chat about everything. | miss the moments when we played
stop and go; the mafia and wink game on the room at midnight. | miss the
moments when we started international day with one day was representing by
each country; we learned how to greeting in many languages. | wondered that
after work camp | have ability to speak 9 languages <just kidding>. | miss the
moment when we joined in the Korean greeting class and Mokpo festival, dance
freely with local dancers and happily with music. | miss the moment we walked to
Lotte mart and connect wifi ahaa. | miss the moment that we drunk beers and soju
in the middle fields. | miss going to karaoke; i miss our last night, our party with
very lovely and friendly local people. | miss hugs, smiles, kindness, amazing

moments.

Besides that | also thank UNESCO for facilitating us with a wonderful experi-
ence. The people in Muan the uncles, the aunts had made me very touching.
Sometime when | see that we did not help anymore; sometimes we ware lazy; but
uncles and aunts always treated us well, helped us so much. They also bought us
ice cream and very tasty food. Uncles always smiled and skipped with all our flaws.

That makes me very grateful and love Muan a lot.

| don't even know why every corner of Korea, every picture of Korea | see, |

always see you- my friends and hearing your voices AA

| appreciate all of you - my amazing friends! | will forever keep our wonderful

memories deep down in my heart! Thank you for everything!
Love from Vietnam

Phan



THU NHA TRANG, Pham

There is a real interesting point that | partook Muan Camp on the last days of
my nineteen and when | was writing this piece, | was 20 for few days. Being a little
bit more mature, hopefully | can better impart my feelings and thoughts of this
camp. To be honest, even when | came back to my country, convivial memories |
had during the camp was still extant in my mind as a slow-motion movie. My sum-

mertime, due to the time | spent there, became memorable.

What would | remember whenever | think of Korea? It is not simply the people,
the sights or work. But all my experiences, all the things we all do together, the

road we passed, all of these sketch a beautiful picture that | never forget.

| frankly did not expect that we, 16 people from ten different countries, would
be so close, yet we are. We did a good job to create a harmony and diverse culture
during the camp. And the very hard work in Muan took us together. Waking up at
6 am and doing labor work for most of days were not easy for all of us. Some
members got sick, some burnt their face because of extremely hot weather, some
hurt themselves. Sometimes, | was back from the field, exhausted but our day had
not finished yet. | either had to cook or clean the room then we would have a
meeting at 8 or 9 pm. | was tired, really. However, it was weird to say that | was
happy. Those hard-working days gave me precious memories. | will tell you the

reason.

We sang in the field. We danced. We lay down on the ground, looked at the
cloudless blue sky and shared our stories. Our hands were dirty, our clothes were
full of mud. We sat down behind the truck every day after work to come back

home. We felt the soft wind blowing between our hair and sang. We named “stub-



born weeds” jabcho and called ourselves Muan Jabcho Members. We did all

together. We are family.

Those memories have become my inspiration in life. | must thank Korean
National Commission for UNESCO for such an amazing workcamp. The Korean
participant in Muan camp were more than great. They had formed a best host
team to carefully take care of us: imperturbable Choi, enthusiastic Hayeon, ador-
able Kim and Minsu, last but not least, thoughtful Sangwook. Thank the staffs
from Eco-Horizon Institute for their care and guidance. Their efforts has created a
successful program. | also must thank all the affable locals in Muan. Their hospitali-

ty made us feel home right in a foreign country.

Last but not least, it is my appreciation for my dear friends, all Korean and
non-Korean participants. All of you have made Muan the best camp | have ever

taken. | know we will see each other again.



YANG, Lan

| am glad to get a chance to visit to Muan held by the Korean National Commis-
sion for UNESCO during the summer vacation. It was so special and meaningful

experience for me that | will not forget the best memorable.

During the two weeks, we helped local farmers who were not only kind but also
friendly to work some agriculture that was to remove grass in field or mud under
the hot sun, which was real difficult. On the other hand, we picked small tomato
in green house with some local women. They taught us how to pick them right
and set an example. Althoug it was really hot, we put our whole hearts in to the

work of picking.

We had two days to do activities with Korean children in junior international
camp in which | could teach them the culture of China. Little by little, our knowl-
edge will be well enriched and our horizons will be greatly broadened at the same
time. And we played with them with funny Korean games and took them to visit
crabs. Though we had not seen each other before, hardly had their beaming face
come into my sight. And you could imagine the big enjoyable expression on their
face. They are very outgoing, so we quickly fell into heated chatting like old
friends. There is no denying that we learned difference languages and culture each
other. The following days, we painted on two boards and use some plastic bottles
to decorate them. It was so funny when we planted small flowers in bottles. |
thought it looked like an artwork because we need to be cooperative, persistent

and decisive.

After doing these work, we had two free days and were so lucky that we met

Mokpo festival in which we were taught how to wear Korean traditional clothes



and knowledge about tea culture. So enthusiastic was the host that they told us a
lot. Korean volunteers took us to watch drama. Although | couldn’t understand
the meaning of it, | was amazed to see the colorful costumes and the unique way
of performing. On the last day, we went fishing with a huge net and then played

water each other in the sea.

Happy times were always funning fast. It was time for us to return our country.
| was very grateful for what UNESCO and my friends had done and hoped you
were really impressed by the Chinese culture. | really cherish the invaluable experi-
ence, in which not only do | helped some famers and kids, but also realize that

there is no distance between cultures.

As far as | am concerned, | learn a lot from the experience in which it is of great
necessity to equip ourselves with ability to cope with problems because there is no
denying that we may encounter many problems during the work camp, but that
doesn’t mean we will give up. Only when we are proficient with dealing with some
difficulties, can we fully enjoy happiness and live a merry life. In a word, | want to
appreciate everyone met in Korea, wishing you will feel happy when you recall this

memorize. Miss all in Korea!
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GOJA, loana Gabriela

My experience in Korea, my summertime in Inje Workcamp held by the Korean
National Commission for UNESCO--- It has been more than one month since | was
back in Romania and everything it is still fresh in my mind and soul...it’s like it hap-

pened yesterday.

| remember before arriving in Korea a lots of feelings were trying me, enthusi-
asm and fear, | did not know what to expect, but when | arrived there everything

has changed---everything was so simple, beautiful and peaceful.

Even now when | am writing this essay | am thinking that | was so lucky that |
have been selected to take part in Inje Workcamp. At the beginning | was afraid
just thinking how close | was to the DMZ, but | have discovered a peaceful place
with friendly people--.people who through their actions and way of living are
doing everything to live in peace and in harmony with nature, environment and

society.

Even though, sometimes were moments when | really felt myself like a foreigner
there --and now looking back I had all the right to feel myself like that---and this is
because | found Korean people very respectful and conservatives, they know how
to treasure their traditions, they show respect to the environment and to the
human beings and they are expecting foreigners to share their values too---and |
found this to be the most appreciable thing. Based on their lifestyle, | have learned
to be more respectful, to appreciate more my traditions, to do everything | can to

protect the environment.

All the activities at which | was participating, like: farming within educational



centre “Peace Life Valley”, intercultural classes with high school students and
primary grade students, Korean traditional games, Korean traditional dance
lessons and cooking evenings, all this things will be memorable experience for me
that | will never forget. | really enjoyed the time spent with the students and | hope
that through my knowledge and my experience shared with them, to be a small

part in their future decisions.

I would like to thank you UNESCO for the great opportunity that you gave us to
take part to this educational program, because we were not simple people from
different countries trying to spend two weeks together in Korea, we were nations
connected through this program by the desire to learn how we can better protect
the environment, to learn Korean culture and history and to contribute to the well

being among nations.



MARTIN, Adriana

It's been so long since | returned home from the Workcamp in Inje, Korea, but
the memories are still fresh and everything seems to have happened just yesterday.
| remember how nervous | was when | first met the other volunteers at the
UNESCO House in Seoul. I was clumsy, tripped a few times and couldn’t remember
any names. But it didn’t take long till the wonderful people | came to know there

found their way into my heart and became my family for two wonderful weeks.

We shared experiences that were new for most of us, such as creating flower
gardens, cleaning the weeds near the apple trees, or even creating an ecological
water mill in a nearby village. It would've been difficult if we hadn’t worked togeth-
er, but everything always turned out all right because we were there for each
other. | find it amazing that in such a short period of time, people from all around
the world managed to create such a strong connection, which enabled them to do
so many wonderful things. This shows that it doesn’t matter whether people come
from different cultures, what brings them together is the will to do something
good for this world and share their knowledge with others. Therefore, I'll always

cherish the lovely volunteers and the unforgettable memories | have with them.

We also had the chance to play some really fun games which brought us closer,
and even go on trips, my favourite of which being the one at the 4th Tunnel.
There, we were able to gain a deeper insight into the history of the Korean Penin-

sula, this unique land of contrasts.

One of the most special activities in the Workcamp was, in my opinion, learning
how to dance and sing Korean Traditional songs from Mister Ji Seong Cheol. His

passion was so contagious that it made us all fall in love even more deeply with the



Korean culture. To me, this new experience was so interesting that though a
month has passed, | still find myself sometimes singing Teacher’s songs without

even realizing it.

Though my Korean is pretty bad, | appreciate that everyone encouraged me to
learn and talk as much as | could. As one of the awesome volunteers put it, the
best thing about learning is that you can also teach others what you have learned,
so I'll make sure to share all the beautiful memories and new insight that | gained

from the Inje Workcamp with my friends in Romania.

In the end, | came to realize that | see the world in a whole different way now.
The person that left her home for Korea is not the same with the one who
returned. Before, | had only known and understood my own part of the world. But
after spending time with people from such different lands, | was able to see the

other side of the coin as well, to view the greater picture that makes humanity.

Thus, | am and will always be grateful to have been given a chance to come to
the Inje Workcamp, so | am really thankful to UNESCO and the wonderful people
in the Peace-Life Valley who welcomed us as their guests. The experience is unfor-

gettable and | can’t wait to come back to Korea someday in the future.



ZHOU, Shenglin

| am very happy as a volunteer to visit Korea held by the Korean National Com-
mission for UNESCO. It is a great experience for me, because this is my first time to
go abroad and the activity here was wonderful. | learned a lot from this trip and
make so many kind foreign friends. All you guys here gave me a good memory,

thank you guys again.

21st of August | arrived Soul. We, volunteers came different countries, gathered
in the Korea UNESCO HOUSE. So excited and a little nervous, it was first time | met
so many foreign friends who | would live with for half month, and then we depart-

ed as three team to go to different area.

So what did we do during the half month? We put our whole hearts into the
work of building garden, cutting grass, and using picks, shovels and gloved hands
to harvest apple from the tree. It was a wonderful experience, which | will never
forget even in the distant future. Such a nature experience. Besides, we also had
other activities, like cultural exchange, learning Korean history and culture.
Through the activity, cultural exchange, my eyes opened, and | know more about
other countries(Korea, Japan, Romania, Kenya, Oman and so on), thoughts from

different culture.

| learn a lot from our talking with the chairman in the workcamp who has a deep
belief in Taoism, which is another important meaning for me about this trip. | like
the idea, save water, save food, save energy. | will use it as my guideline for my life,

and we should do our best to protect our environment.

There is much credit to be given around for this splendid experience, not least of

all a big thanks to UNESCO for having had the will and the desire to set-up such an



educational program in the first place. | must thank the Korean volunteers Jun
Soyeong, Jung Munkyu, Han Sangil for their effort, and for being such great hosts
to their foreign guests (including me). | must thank the DMZ Work-life Valley Foun-
dation for their hospitality and guidance during the workcamp. Ok, the most
important is here. We all know we have only one life, thanks for all you guys turn

up in my life and give me such a wonderful memory. | will miss you everyone.
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JIMENEZ ORTEGA, Andrés

Are you interested in Environment, South Korea or UNESCO? Good news then,
these workcamps are for you. It is all about the environment, during theses work-
camps you are going to learn several ways to contribute to the sustainable devel-

opment but also you'll learn about UNESCO and South Korea in General.

In my personal opinion the workcamp started as soon | got out the airport.
Why? South Korea really understands the importance of taking care of nature.
Even in big cities like Seoul there are a lot of green areas. That was my first lesson,

cities and nature can co-exist.

Anyways, let’s talk about Tongyeong’s workcamp. It was hosted by RCE
(Regional Center of Expertise) of Tongyoung. This center was recently opened
(May 2015), so it was the first time they held a UNESCO International Workcamp.
| must say they need to fix some issues that happened during the event, like some
waste of time, but despite this they managed the workcamp very well and they

were always generous with us.

Toungyeong’s RCE is surrounded by Sejahtera Forest so the activities we made
were related to the protection of it. Picking up the garbage nearby, making stairs
to ease the access of the forest or talk to students about ocean’s problems were

some of the activities we did during the camp.

All activities had their own challenges, but they all were rewarding. The con-
struction of the stair represented a physical challenge that we overtook by fully
completing them. Talking about our countries and ocean problems we realized

that it is an issue we need to solve through cooperation. Even picking up garbage



and see the results of a clean street is satisfactory.

Most of the success of this workcamp is due the companions you meet and |
must say in this aspect it was victorious. Staring from the Korean members, they
knew exactly how to welcome us. They are kind people always willing to help and
friendly, too! Foreigners had an incredible sense of committed not only in terms of
work but also with each other’s. Koreans and Foreigners formed a solid team that
has the job done. It is amazing how much fun | remember and how in only fifteen

days | got involved with every one of them.

The goal of the workcamps is to make aware of environmental problems and
yes, they did it. But for every participant it is essential to apply the knowledge we
acquired in our daily life. It would be a failure if the workcamp taught you about
the importance of saving water and you after this journey waste it unnecessary. It
would be a shame that after this you do not care about littering. So the real
success of workcamps will depend how much good we can do after. It is time to
realize world’s obstacles will not be solved if we do not make something to fix it. |

think that is the real objective of workcamps.



MICHAEL, Lydia

In summer 2015 | was able to experience a whole new different world. Always,
people especially young people when they think about summer, they always think
about holidays, beach, partying, traveling etc. But with UNESCO | had the chance
to have a more proactive summer not only in the aspect of being able to partici-
pate in a workcamp in order to enhance the community and provide lessons for
sustainability for the locals as well as for us but also to learn and experience a

whole different culture from my own and meet people from all over the world.

| had the chance to participate at a workcamp in Tongyeong at the RCE Centre.
It was truly an amazing experience. We were 9 international volunteers and 7
Korean but | sincerely believe the world does not have any boundaries. It’s true we
had our differences as being from different parts of the world but as human
beings we all have the same feelings and we honestly were able to connect from
the beginning. We were able to work together like there was no difference

between us and we could share our culture and be accepted for who we are.

Our work was hard but it was an experience where in the future we will be able
to say that we achieved something with our own hands. Our workcamp lasted for
2 weeks. At the beginning we had to make stairs for the Sajahtera Forest which
surrounds the RCE Centre and they are meant to be for the locals of Tongyeong. It

was hard work but we were able to finish them in time.

Afterwards, we had the opportunity to work with local students. Firstly, we, the
international volunteers, we prepared presentations for our countries in order to
show them our culture and history. Personally, | found it quite amazing because all

the students were eager to learn about our countries and they were happy that



they could meet foreigners and share their thoughts. Afterwards, with the help of
the Korean members we prepared presentations for water pollution in our coun-
tries especially pollution in the oceans. The interesting thing that really amazed me
was that all the students wanted to learn about pollution and had many questions
towards us and they all tried to understand better what pollution is, what the envi-
ronment is and who is responsible for it. The reason that | was amazed is because
the environmental issues that are happening all over the world are not only region-
al neither national, they are international and young students cannot understand
the gravitational influence they have in our world but the students that participate

in our program were able to understand through us.

Furthermore, except from learning about the environment and pollution we
had the chance to share our culture with the students through traditional games
from our countries. We separated into 4 different groups as well as the students
separated into different groups in order for them to try all the different games we
prepared. | think during that time we were able to get closer to the students, talk
to them and what | personally like all the students talked to us about their dreams
for the future, their studies and their daily life. And in the end what we'll all

remember in the future is the friendship that we created.

Meanwhile, every day we were cleaning the roads of the village from rubbish.
But while we were walking around the village what made us happy, especially us
the international volunteers was the smile of the local people and how happy they
seemed when we were saying ‘Annyeonghaseyo’. Lastly, after we finished all the

work and the presentations we organised the opening of the stairs we created.

Firstly, we went to clean the beach along with students from whom there was
a lot of positive response. Then, we went to prepare traditional food for the open-
ing ceremony with the help of the students. | think that day will remain in our
memories forever because it was the opening of all our hard work but also the
opening for the reason we were in Tongyeong, and the reason we all became

friends. They are the stairs that made us tired, sad, mad, and happy and stairs that



made us love not only Tongyeong but also Korea and the locals. That day was the

last day of all the work and responsibilities we had.

The next day was our last day. But it wasn't a sad day. We had the chance to
celebrate the end of the workcamp by going at an ocean park. It was an awesome
day, it was so much fun. We were able to let all out and be happy for completing
our tasks and giving something to the community of Tongyeong. But as | already
mentioned, it was not a sad end. By going to Tongyeong RCE Centre we were able
to meet each other and make amazing memories that will always remain in our
minds and then one day they will become stories for our children whereas we will
be able to tell them with a smile. Also, 'm glad that today | can say that | gain 15
friends and | now have friends from all over the world. | want to thank Korea

UNESCO and Tongyeong RCE Centre for giving me this amazing opportunity.
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