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¥ o0a-00-9v : Feaace abjects to L NENCT propesal fur faint registrativa of Koreay assees

UNESCO has peoposed o France that it juintly register "Chik-chi-shim-che-yo-jol," a
commentary to ancient Korcan Buddhist texts. on its Memory of the World Register, with
Korea, an official of the UNESCQO Korcan National Commiission confirmed yesterday.
"Chik-chi-shim-chceyo-jol,” known to be the world's aldest remaining metal printing type
dating back to the 14th century. is currently kept at the French National Library in Paris,
Qriginally in two volumes, only the second volume has been saved and was reportedly
purchased by France for a price.

The official said that Korea made the suggestion in November through UNESCO headquarters,
which then relayed it to France. The official said. however, the proposed joint registration, was
unlikely to happen, as France has so far objected to it. According to the official, the French
National Library authorities have made clear the suggestion was infeasible to them and
informed UNESCO of their position. “We have also confirmed through the French Embassy ¢
here the French library indeed has no intention of aceepting the proposal,” he said,

i Some Koreans also have raised objection to the idea, saying that such concessions would
Nt iy - b e, ¥ R Wit = . .
» negatively affect Ritlice €It To retneve ofher cultural propertics that have been taken out of
the country. Korea plans to request the return of many artifacts bought by the French during
ancient times in the upcoming Seoul-Parig talks.
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